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GAURAV EP-1
01-01-2026

EVE. PREZ - SOAR

President Droupadi Murmu today said that India is rapidly
progressing towards becoming the world's third-largest economy, and
Artificial Intelligence is emerging as a growth driver for the Indian
economy. The President said this while addressing a special programme
under SOAR-Skilling for Al Readiness, in Rashtrapati Bhawan today. During
the event, President Murmu said that AI is not just a technology but an
opportunity for positive change in India. She emphasized that AI will play a
significant role in the country's GDP, employment, and overall productivity
in the coming decade. She noted that, skills such as data science, Al
engineering, and data analytics will play a crucial role in developing the
country's Al talent pool.

(BYTE- PRESIDENT MURMU-

<https://x.com/rashtrapatibhvn/status/2006608033414304247

25=20> )



The President Murmu said that for a young nation like India, Al is not just
a technology, but a tremendous opportunity for positive change. The
President said, the importance of artificial intelligence is rapidly growing
across various sectors and it has become essential for everyone to learn
the technology. She added that the central government, in collaboration
with various institutions, industry partners, and academia, is ensuring that
India not only adopts technology but also shapes a responsible future
through it.

During the event, the President conferred AI certificates upon
learners, including students and Members of Parliament and launched the
national awareness campaign named Skill The Nation Challenge. She said,
the objective of this challenge is to promote awareness of Al and foster
economic self-reliance. The President expressed hope that the initiative
would be crucial in empowering millions of learners, enhancing their skills,
and preparing a future-ready workforce in the country. The President also
inaugurated the IGNOU Regional Centre and Skill Centre at Rairangpur in
Odisha, virtually.

Union Minister for Education Dharmendra Pradhan and Minister of
State for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship and Education Jayant
Chaudhary were present at the event.

<><><> VISHNU/AKSHIT/1523 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 01.01.2026
VANDE MATARAM-AKASHVANI

The Chief Executive Officer, CEO of Prasar Bharati Gaurav Dwivedi
today launched two versions of the national song Vande Mataram at
Akashvani Bhawan in New Delhi. These are the first two renditions from
the proposed set of 25 musical versions of the song to be presented by
Akashvani. The versions were digitally released as part of the 150th
anniversary commemoration of Vande Mataram. Speaking on the occasion,
Mr. Dwivedi said that Vande Mataram is not just a song of the freedom

movement but a lasting symbol of national unity and integrity. He



highlighted that these different versions of the song, presented in various
music styles, will have significant impact on the citizens of the country and
will strengthen cultural diversity of the nation.

Talking exclusively to Akashvani News, the CEO said that the
countrymen adopted Vande Mataram not only as a song but also a slogan
and salutation. He said that this commemoration is an opportunity for the
people to rededicate themselves to the nation by listening and also
understanding the various aspects of this song.

(S/B : Gaurav Dwivedi - in GNR whatsapp group)

Talking to Akashvani News, composer of the two versions, Ustad
Johar Ali said that one version of the song is styled in a Carnatic flavour,
while the other is rendered in the Hindustani style.

(S/B: Johar Ali - in GNR whatsapp group)
ANKIT/SHIVANG/DRISHTI/ 1658 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
01-01-2026

PIB FACT CHECK - TAX

The government has debunked a social media account claim that the
government has imposed an 85 percent tax on bank transactions
exceeding 10 lakh Rupees. The fact check unit of the Press Information
Bureau has informed that the claim is fake and Income Tax is levied only
on income, not on transactions. The unit further clarified that there is no
provision that imposes any kind of tax on bank transactions exceeding 10

lakh rupees in the Income-tax Act. PIB has also urged citizens to stay



cautious of such fake claims and rely only on official sources for
information.
<><>DRISHTI/DIPENDRA/1711 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 01.01.2026
DEFENCE - VICE CHIEF

Air Marshal Nagesh Kapoor today assumed charge as the Vice Chief
of the Air Staff of the Indian Air Force. The Ministry of Defence in a
statement, said during his career spanning over 39 years, the Air Marshal
has held a wide range of command, operational, instructional and staff
appointments. He has served in important strategic and diplomatic roles,
including as Defence Attaché to Pakistan, Assistant Chief of Air Staff
(Operations - Strategy), Air Defence Commander at South Western Air
Command, Senior Air Staff Officer at Headquarters Central Air Command,
and Air Officer-in-Charge Personnel at Air Headquarters. Prior to assuming
his present appointment, he served as Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief of
Training Command and later South Western Air Command. Air Marshal
Kapoor took over from Air Marshal Narmdeshwar Tiwari, who
superannuated after completing four decades of distinguished service to

the nation.

<><>PALLAVI/ROHAN/1609 HRS
GAURAV EP-1 01-01-2026

NHAI- KYV CARDS
National Highways Authority of India today announced

discontinuation of the Know Your Vehicle (KYV) cards for cars for all new



FASTag issuances with effect from 1st of the next month. The Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways said the step has been taken to enhance
public convenience and eliminate post-activation harassment faced by
highway users. It added that KYV will be required only in specific cases
where complaints are received and in the absence of any complaint, no
KYV will be required for existing car FASTags. The Ministry further said the
measure ensures that all vehicle verification is completed upfront,

removing the need for repeated follow-ups with customers after FASTag

activation.
<><>DRISHTI/SUPARNA/1726 HRS
GAURAV EP-1
01.01.2026

RAJNATH - DRDO DAY

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said that the decisive role played
by DRDO-developed weapons during Operation Sindoor stands as a
testament to the organisation’s commitment to safeguarding national
interests. During his visit to the DRDO Headquarters in New Delhi today on
the occasion of its 68th Foundation Day, Mr Singh commended DRDO for
bolstering India’s indigenous capabilities by equipping the Armed Forces
with state-of-the-art technologies. He said that DRDO’s equipment worked
seamlessly during the operation, boosting the morale of the soldiers.

Mr Singh expressed confidence that DRDO will play a crucial role in
the creation of the Sudarshan Chakra, as announced by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi. Under this initiative, DRDO is responsible for equipping



vital installations with an air defence system to ensure complete aerial
protection over the next decade. Highlighting the importance of air defence
in modern warfare, as witnessed during Operation Sindoor, Mr Singh said
he was confident that DRDO would work wholeheartedly to achieve this
goal at the earliest. The Defence Minister called upon DRDO to continue
progressing in sync with the rapidly evolving technological ecosystem and
to develop products that remain relevant to changing times. He urged the
organisation to maintain its focus on innovation and to identify more areas
that can enhance private sector participation.

During the meeting, the Defence Minister was briefed by Secretary,
Department of Defence Research and Development and Chairman DRDO,
Dr Samir V. Kamat, on the ongoing research and development activities,
the organisation’s achievements in 2025, initiatives to promote industry,
start-ups and academia, and the roadmap for 2026. He was also apprised
of major targets set for 2026 and the various reforms being undertaken to
improve the organisation. Minister of State for Defence Sanjay Seth along
with Directors General, Corporate Directors, and other senior DRDO
scientists and officials were also present on the occasion.

<><>PALLAVI/1617 HRS
BS DP-I 01.01.2026

RAJNATH - B'DESH HIGH COMMISSION

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today visited the High Commission of
Bangladesh in New Delhi. In a social media post, the Defence Minister said
that he signed the condolence book expressing country's profound sorrow

at the passing of former Bangladesh Prime Minister and BNP Chairperson



Begum Khaleda Zia. He added that the nation’s thoughts are with her
family and the people of Bangladesh.

<><>ADARSH/1340

BS DP-1 01.01.2026
BSNL-VO WIFI

Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) today announced the
nationwide roll-out of Voice over WiFi (VoWiFi), also known as Wi-Fi Calling
services. The Ministry of Communications said, this service will now be
available to all BSNL customers across every telecom circle in the country,
ensuring seamless and high-quality connectivity in challenging
environments. It said that VoWiFi enables customers to make and receive
voice calls and messages over a Wi-Fi network, ensuring clear and reliable
connectivity in areas with weak mobile signal including homes, offices,
basements, and remote locations. The Ministry said that this service is

particularly beneficial in rural and remote areas.
<><><> SHIVANG/ 1309 HRS

BS DP-I 01-01-2026

VAISHNAW-VANDE BHARAT
Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has announced that the country’s
first Vande Bharat sleeper train will operate between Guwahati and Kolkata

soon. Addressing a press conference in New Delhi today, Mr Vaishnaw said



that Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate this train within the next
15 to 20 days. He said, Indian Railways has successfully completed the
final high-speed trial of the indigenously designed and manufactured Vande
Bharat Sleeper Train. He said the 16-coach sleeper train has been
developed to cater to long-distance travel ranging from one thousand to
one thousand five hundred kilometres. Mr Vaishnaw said, the train is
equipped with state-of-the-art passenger amenities, including comfortable
sleeper berths, automatic doors and modern toilets. The Minister said, the
fare for this Vande Bharat sleeper train will be around two thousand 300
rupees with food for third AC, three thousand rupees for 2nd AC and three
thousand 600 rupees for 1st AC.

(S/B- Ashwini Vaishnaw)
<><>DIPENDRA/PH/AKSHIT/1338

GAURAV DP-1 01-01-
2026
IND PAK NUCLEAR LIST

India and Pakistan today exchanged the list of Nuclear Installations
and facilities covered under the Agreement on the prohibition of Attack
against Nuclear Installation and Facilities between both countries. The list
was exchanged through diplomatic channels simultaneously at New Delhi
and Islamabad. In a statement the Ministry of External Affairs said that, as
per the agreement, both the countries inform each other of the nuclear

installations and facilities on 1st of January every year. The Agreement was



signed on 31st December 1988 and entered into force on 27 January 1991.
This is the 35th consecutive exchange of such lists between the two
countries.

ANKIT/AKSHIT/1521 HRS



