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:THE HEADLINES::
e Nagaland launches 100 Days National Quality Assurance Standard
Mission

e Quality certification to 50 thousand health facilities brought India closer
to high-quality healthcare
e Business Association of Nagas and SBI renew agreement to improve
credit access
e NHAI sets two Guinness World Records for longest and highest
bituminous concrete laying
S>>
The 100 Days National Quality Assurance Standard (NQAS) Mission was
launched in Nagaland today. Addressing the virtual launch at the Department of
Health & Family Welfare in Kohima, Commissioner & Secretary Anoop
Khinchi, emphasized the importance of NQAS certification for improving
quality patient care and building people's confidence on the public healthcare
system. He encouraged the State and District Mentoring Teams to work towards
achieving the target under the 100 days mission of certifying 50 percent of
public health facilities by March 2026, and also 100 percent by December 2026.
Mr Khinchi expressed confidence on attaining the mission through collective
teamwork.
S>>
Government has said that a total of 50 thousand health facilities have received
the National Quality Assurance Standards (NQAS) certification in the country.
Union Health Ministry said that this landmark achievement reinforces the
national commitment to quality, safety, and patient-centred care, bringing India
closer to equitable and high-quality healthcare for all. The Ministry
implemented the NQAS in June 2024, aimed at ensuring and enhancing the
quality of healthcare services provided at public health facilities. Initially, the
Standards were applied for District Hospitals. Subsequently, these standards
were extended to Sub-District Hospitals, Community Health Centers and
Ayushman Arogya Mandir-Urban Primary Health
Centre.
S>>
Business Association of Nagas (BAN) and the State Bank of India (SBI) have
renewed their Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), continuing their
partnership to empower local entrepreneurship and improve access to formal
credit in Nagaland. The agreement, signed at SBI Regional office, reaffirms the
commitment of both organizations to driving economic growth, with BAN
continuing to bridge local entrepreneurs with SBI’s financial services. A key
aspect of the MoU includes designating nodal officials to streamline
coordination, especially for Farmer Producer Organizations. BAN president L.
Mongkum Jamir underscored continued focus on improving financial literacy



among its members and facilitating smoother credit linkages. Assistant General
Manager, SBI Regional Office, Hubert A.S. Wungshim, emphasized the pivotal
role of banks in driving economic growth and expanding financial inclusion
across the region.
S>>

Bharatiya Janata Party, State General Secretary, Sunep C. Jamir, today
highlighted the recently passed Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) Bill as a key pillar of the broader Viksit Bharat
2047 vision to build a more developed, equitable and prosperous India.
Addressing a press conference today, Mr Sunep, said the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) was scattered and
lacked a clear focus. He said, the new bill is more structured and focused.

Mr Sunep noted that there has been a drastic change in the rural areas since
2005 when MGNREGA was implemented. With poverty level coming down
and more people having digital access and bank accounts, he said, the new Bill
was brought in to capture this new reality. He also highlighted that it will
introduce biometric verification to address systemic issues, Al-based
monitoring, and GPS to track assets created under the
programme.

S>>
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio has expressed deep sorrow on the demise of Dr.
Visasieli Yiese Kire (Kobunuo), former Director, Department of Health &
Family Welfare. In a condolence message, the Chief Minister lauded Dr. Kire, a
senior pediatrician, for her dedication, strong work ethics, and compassionate
care for patients, especially children. Mr Rio said, her service to the State
Government in various capacities has left an indelible mark on the healthcare
sector. Descibing the passing away of Dr. Kire as great loss to the medical
fraternity, the Angami community and the Naga society at large, Mr Rio prayed
that her legacy will continue to inspire future  healthcare
professionals.

S>>
Prime Minister’s flagship platform for Pro-Active Governance and Timely
Implementation, PRAGATI, has marked a significant milestone with the
successful conduct of its 50th meeting. Since its launch by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in 2015, PRAGATI has transformed governance by enabling
real-time monitoring and resolution of key infrastructure projects and public
grievances through direct Prime Ministerial review. The platform exemplifies
cooperative federalism, bringing together the Centre, States, and Union
Ministries on a single digital interface. Today, in this special series, we take a
look at the Lumding-Silchar Broad Gauge Conversion Project.

(V/C - The Lumding-Silchar Broad Gauge Railway Line is a strategically

critical rail infrastructure corridor serving southern Assam and providing

essential rail connectivity to the hilly States of Tripura, Manipur, and Mizoram.




The line functions as a vital lifeline for the region, supporting the movement of

foodgrains, fertilisers, petroleum products, construction materials, and other

essential commodities. The Lumding-Silchar Gauge Conversion Project was

sanctioned in 1996-97 and was subsequently declared a National Project in

2004. The project was reviewed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi under the
PRAGATI mechanism on 25th March 2015, at which time physical progress
was minimal. Following the Prime Minister’s guidance, the project received

focused attention, including enhanced inter-agency coordination, close

monitoring, and_time-bound execution. With this, seamless Broad-Gauge

connectivity was established across the corridor, fully integrating the Barak

Valley and the adjoining North-Eastern States with the national railway

network. The project reflects the impact of high-level monitoring through

PRAGATI, reaffirming the Government’s resolve to strengthen connectivity and

promote inclusive development across the North-Eastern Region.)
SO

The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has achieved two Guinness
World Records for laying Bituminous Concrete on Vanavolu-Vankarakunta

section of the six-lane Bengaluru-Kadapa-Vijayawada Economic Corridor. The
records include around 29 lane kilometer, the longest distance of Bituminous
Concrete laid continuously within 24 hours, and over ten thousand metric
tonnes, the highest quantity of Bituminous Concrete laid continuously within 24
hours. In a social media post, NHAI said, the Corridor, will strengthen inter-
state connectivity between Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh.
S>>

A three-day India International Conference on Democracy and Election
Management, IICDEM-2026 will be held at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi
from 21st of this month. Director General of IIIDEM, Rakesh Verma said that
the theme of the Conference is 'Democracy for inclusive, peaceful, resilient and
sustainable world', and highlighted various issues to be deliberated at the
conference.

The International Conference is being organised by India International Institute
of Democracy and Election Management, [IIDEM under the aegis of Election
Commission of India in partnership with International Institute for Democracy

and Electoral Assistance.
SO



