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Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi has reiterated India's territorial
stance on the Shaksgam Valley in Jammu and Kashmir, asserting that the
1963 agreement between China and Pakistan regarding the valley is illegal.
General Dwivedi said this while replying to a media query on Chinese
Foreign Ministry's Spokesperson comment on Shaksgam Valley. The Army
Chief was addressing a press conference in New Delhi today. General
Dwivedi said, India also does not approve of any activities in the Valley.
The Army Chief said, the situation along the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
with China has been stable, but it needs constant vigil.

On Operation Sindoor, General Dwivedi said it was the best example
of tri-services synergy with full freedom to act and respond. He said, the
Operation remains ongoing and any misadventure by the adversary will be
dealt with effectively. General Dwivedi said that since 10th May, the
situation along the Western Front and Jammu and Kashmir remains
sensitive but firmly under control. He highlighted that 31 terrorists were



eliminated last year, of which 65 per cent were of Pakistan origin.
[S/B-UPENDRA DWIVED-J&K-26 SECS]

<><><>
Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah today said India has witnessed
unprecedented growth in the biotechnology sector, creating vast
opportunities for the country. Mr Shah was speaking after laying the
foundation stone of the BSL-4 Biocontainment Facility at the Gujarat
Biotechnology Research Centre in Pethapur, Gandhinagar district.

[S/B-SI-AMIT SHAH BIO ECONOMY-25 SECS]

<><><>
Union Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Minority Affairs Kiren Rijiju has
criticised opposition parties for allegedly misleading the public on the Viksit
Bharat G RAM G Act, saying people will soon realise its benefits, which are
expected to transform employment and development in rural India.
Addressing a press conference in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, Mr Rijiju said,
the earlier MGNREGA scheme had become an epitome of corruption, while
the new Act includes provisions not only for employment generation but
also for ensuring accountability through penalties.

<><><>
India’s logistics sector has made remarkable progress in recent years,
achieving a significant milestone with logistics costs now reduced to 7.97
per cent of GDP. The Government has said that this achievement reflects
the success of sustained reforms and integrated planning, positioning the
nation closer to global benchmarks.

<><><>
In Women's Premier League Cricket, Mumbai Indians will take on Gujarat
Giants in Navi Mumbai at 7:30 this evening.

SANJIO/RZ EP-II
13.01.2026

IRAN- DEATH TOLL

Iranian foreign minister Abbas Araghchi has said that Iran is prepared for
any action by the US as President Donald Trump weighs his options for
intervention. Araghchi said Iran's readiness is much greater than it was
when the US conducted military strikes on Iran in June last year. Earlier,
US President Donald Trump has been briefed on a wide range of covert
and military tools for use in Iran, which include long-range missile strikes



and cyber operations.

Meanwhile, Thousands of people are feared dead after a crackdown
on anti-government protests in Iran. Quoting an Iranian security official, a
news agency reported that the death toll could be around 2,000 people.
The unrest, sparked by dire economic conditions, has been the biggest
internal challenge to Iranian authorities for at least three years and comes
amid intensifying international pressure after Israeli and U.S. strikes last
year. Iranian authorities have accused the U.S. and Israel of fomenting
unrest. They alleged that terrorists have hijacked the protests.

A human rights group had previously identified hundreds of people
killed and said that thousands had been arrested. Videos of clashes
between demonstrators and security forces over the past week have shown
violent confrontations with gunfire and burning cars and buildings.
Communications restrictions including an internet blackout over recent days
have hampered the flow of information. Meanwhile, Iranian prosecutors
have filed the first charges against demonstrators detained during the
unrest gripping the country, the state media reported today.

<><><> PARAS/NET/1746 HRS

SANJIO EP-I 13.01.2026
PM-LOHRI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today extended greetings to citizens on
the occasion of Lohri. In a social media post, Mr Modi said that Lohri
celebrates nature and is about expressing gratitude. The Prime Minister
said, this special festival will deepen the spirit of joy and optimism in the
society. He wished that the warmth of Lohri continues to inspire renewed
hope and harmony across the country. <><><>
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