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GAURAV EP-I 16.01.2026

FUR. REV. PM-ASSAM WEST BENGAL

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be on a two-day visit to West Bengal and
Assam, begining tomorrow. On the first day of his visit, Prime Minister will
flag off India’s first Vande Bharat Sleeper Train between Howrah and
Guwahati (Kamakhya) at Malda town railway station and Guwahati
(Kamakhya)-Howrah virtually. Developed to meet the growing
transportation needs of modern India, the fully air-conditioned Vande
Bharat Sleeper train is set to offer passengers an airline-like travel



experience at economical fares. It will make long-distance journeys faster,
safer, and more convenient. He will also lay the foundation stone of
multiple rail and road infrastructure projects worth more than three
thousand two hundred fifty crore rupees in a public function at Malda,
West Bengal. Prime Minister will also lay the foundation stone of four major
railway projects in West Bengal. This includes, the new rail line between
Balurghat and Hili, next-generation freight maintenance facilities at New
Jalpaiguri, upgradation of the Siliguri Loco Shed, and modernization of
Vande Bharat train maintenance facilities in Jalpaiguri district. These
projects will strengthen passenger and freight operations, improve logistics
efficiency in North Bengal, and generate employment opportunities in the
region. Prime Minister will further virtually flag off 4 New Amrit Bharat
Express trains in Malda. Later in the evening, he will participate in
Bagurumba Dwhou 2026, a historic cultural event celebrating the rich
heritage of the Bodo community in Guwahati, Assam. On this occasion,
more than 10 thousand artists from the Bodo community will perform
Bagurumba dance in a single, synchronised presentation. On the second
day of the visit, Mr Modi will perform Bhoomi Pujan for the Kaziranga
Elevated Corridor Project, worth over 6 thousand 950 crore rupees in
Kaliabor, Assam. On the occasion, Mr Modi will also flag off 2 New Amrit
Bharat Express trains between Guwahati and Rohtak, and Dibrugarh and
Lucknow. On the same day, Prime Minister will visit Singur, Hooghly in
West Bengal, where he will inaugurate, lay the foundation stone and
launch various development projects worth more than 8 hundred 30 crore
rupees. Mr Modi will also lay the foundation stone of the Extended Port
Gate System at Balagarh, including an Inland Water Transport (IWT)
terminal and a Road Over Bridge. On the same day, Prime Minister will flag
off three Amrit Bharat Express trains from Kolkata to other states.
SAKLEN/SAUMYA/DIPENDRA/1658 HRS

GAURAV EP-1
16.01.2026
REV. EVE PM-STARTUP EVENT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that the Startup India
programme is not just a scheme but a ‘Rainbow Vision’ that connects
diverse sectors with new opportunities. Addressing an event marking a
decade of Startup India on National Startup Day in New Delhi, Mr Modi said



that the Startup India Mission has become a revolution in just ten years,
fostering a new culture across the country. He noted that India is the
world’s third-largest startup ecosystem. Observing that India’s youth are
focused on solving real problems, the Prime Minister commended young
innovators for their courage to dream anew.

(Byte : Narendra Modi)

On the occasion, Mr Modi also visited the exhibition area at the event and
interacted with exhibitors. In his address, Union Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said, in the last decade a big change has been
brought in the startup ecosystem under the leadership of the Prime
Minister.

(BYTE : GOYAL)
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GAURAV EP-I 16.01.2026
EVE. JAISHANKAR - JAPAN EAM

External Affairs Minister (EAM) Dr. S. Jaishankar has said that the
Special Strategic and Global Partnership between India and Japan is on an
upward trajectory. Mr Jaishankar said this after co-chairing the 18th India-
Japan Strategic Dialogue with his Japanese counterpart, Toshimitsu Motegi,
in New Delhi today. He said that India and Japan hold immense potential
for shaping the world order and de-risking the international economy. In a
social media post, the External Affairs Minister said that both countries
discussed a wide range of issues during the discussions, including deeper
economic cooperation, maritime security, supply chain resilience, critical
minerals, technology, people-to-people ties, and multilateral cooperation.
He noted that the discussions reflected the shared interests and mutual
understanding between the two countries. The EAM added that he also had
a useful exchange of perspectives on the Indo-Pacific and regional and
global developments.

Earlier, in his opening address ahead of the talks with the Japanese
Foreign Minister, Dr. Jaishankar said that over the last two decades, India
and Japan have successfully transformed their relationship from a purely
economic one into a comprehensive and strategic partnership. He observed



that India’s MAHASAGAR initiative and Vision for the Indo-Pacific closely
align with Japan’s Free and Open Indo-Pacific outlook.
(BYTE - JAISHANKAR)

Mr. Motegi gifted Dr. Jaishankar the uniform of the Japanese national
cricket team. In return, Dr. Jaishankar presented his Japanese counterpart
with a cricket bat signed by the Indian cricket team, reflecting their shared
passion for the sport.
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REV. FERTILIZERS-2024-25

The Central Government had ensured record availability of fertilizers for
farmers during the year 2024-25 to meet their agricultural needs in a
timely manner. The Chemical and Fertilizers Ministry said that against an
estimated national requirement of about 152.50 crore bags of fertilizers,
the government ensured a total availability of around 176.79 crore bags.
The Ministry said that this surplus availability reflects the Government’s
strong commitment to supporting farmers and maintaining uninterrupted
agricultural activities across the country. It said that this achievement was
made possible through close coordination among the Railway authorities,
Port authorities, State Governments, and fertilizer companies. The Ministry
said that it held regular review meetings with fertilizer companies,
continuously monitored demand and supply and resolved supply-related
issues promptly. These proactive steps ensured that no region in the
country faced a shortage of fertilizers.

SAKLEN/1728
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VAISHNAW- DEEP TECH STARTUP

Union Minister for Electronics and IT Ashwini Vaishnaw today said that
Bharat's deep-tech startup ecosystem is expanding, driven by focused
policy and funding support. In a social media post, the Minister said that
today, 80 percent of India’s startups are Al-led. He added that Design



Linked Incentive scheme under India Semiconductor Mission has supported
23 startups so far. The Minister also highlighted that for institutional
funding, one billion dollar India Deep Tech Alliance was announced at
Semicon India 2025. He noted that the Research Development and
Innovation Fund, with a corpus of 1 lakh crore rupees, is also
strengthening innovation capabilities.

SAKLEN/1736 HRS

GAURAV EP-1
16/01/2026

MEA- IRAN
External Affairs Ministry has said that India is keeping a close eye on the
prevailing situation in Iran. During a media briefing in New Delhi, MEA
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said that India is committed to take
whatever steps required in the interest of the Indian citizens living in that
country. He said, around nine thousand citizens, mostly students are
currently living in Iran. Mr Jaiswal said that in recent days, considering the
situation in Iran, MEA has issued few advisories suggesting Indians to
avoid visiting Iran and also those in Iran are advised to return.

( Byte- Randhir Jaiswal )
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NEELAM DP-1 16.01.2026
IMD - DAY

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange color
warning for dense to very dense fog conditions over Delhi, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Punjab, Uttarakhand and Uttar Pradesh today. The Met
Department also predicted dense fog at isolated places over Assam,
Meghalaya, Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu-Kashmir, Ladakh, West
Bengal and Sikkim till Tuesday. According to IMD, cold wave conditions
will prevail over Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi and Himachal Pradesh.
Meanwhile, ground frost conditions are expected in Uttarakhand today.
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