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PM ON SOMNATH:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi highlighted that the world is looking at
India with hope and optimism and wants to invest in its innovative
youngsters. He pointed out that solutions to some of the most pressing
global challenges are also emerging from the country. Prime Minister Modi
said, Somnath temple’s survival over the past thousand years reflects the
country's indomitable civilisational spirit. Mr Modi wrote this in an Op-Ed
marking the historic milestone of one thousand years since the first attack
on Somnath temple in Gujarat in the year one thousand 26. Prime Minister



Modi said it was in January 1026 that Mahmud of Ghazni attacked this
temple, seeking to destroy a great symbol of faith and civilisation through a
violent and barbaric invasion. He said, a thousand years later, the temple
still stands as glorious as ever because of the countless efforts to restore
Somnath to its erstwhile grandeur. Later, Mr Modi shared an audio on the
issue on social media platform.

[S/B--PM ON SOMNATH - 47 SECS]

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Modi will visit Somnath Temple in Gujarat
on Sunday.

GAURAV EP-I 05.01.2026
MOU - TRIBAL AFFAIRS

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs today signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Oil and Natural Gas Corporation in New Delhi.
This MoU is being signed for the execution of Corporate Social
Responsibility supported infrastructure Development and Capacity Building
of Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS). On the occasion, Tribal
Affairs Secretary, Ranjana Chopra said that under this agreement, ONGC
has committed 28 crore rupees to strengthen EMRS, helping provide
quality education to children from tribal communities. This amount will be
implemented in various disciplines for the betterment of the tribal students.

BYTE- RANJANA CHOPRA (GNR MAIL)

Tribal Affairs Secretary said that Eklavya Model Schools are
aspirational that aim to provide high quality education to the tribal
students.
<><>ARZOO/SUPARNA/1737 HRS

GAURAV::RZ EP-I
05.01.2026

AP-GAS BLOWOUT

A gas blowout was reported today at the ONGC Mori-5 well in
Irusumanda village of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Konaseema district, Andhra
Pradesh, located in the Krishna-Godavari basin. Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu reviewed the situation following the gas leak at the
ONGC site. He held discussions with Ministers K.Atchannaidu and
V.Subhash, along with senior officials, who briefed him on the ongoing
containment and relief efforts. The Chief Minister instructed officials to
ensure the safety of villagers, shift them to secure locations, and prevent
any inconvenience. He also directed that the fire be brought under control



at the earliest and emphasized close coordination between the district
administration and ONGC authorities.
<><><><>ALLU MURALI/ VIJAYWADA/ MAIL/ 1640 HRS.

GAURAV EP-11 05.01.2026
CRICKET U-19 TARGET

In Under-19 Cricket, hosts South Africa have set a target of 246 runs
for India in the second Youth ODI of the three-match series at the
Willowmoore Park in Benoni. South Africa were all out for 245 runs in 49.3
overs. Earlier, the hosts won the toss and elected to bat first. In reply,
India were .......... o] ] o I overs, when reports last came
in. India had defeated South Africa by 25 runs under the Duckworth-Lewis-
Stern (DLS) method in the opening match of the series on Saturday. The
series is being seen as an ideal preparation for both teams ahead of the
ICC Under-19 World Cup, scheduled to begin on 15th of this month.

<><><>PARAS/NET/1648 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 05-01-2026
JAISHANKAR - PARIS

External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar has reached France today.
In a social media post, Dr Jaishankar said, he visited exposition ‘Ce qui se
trame - woven stories between India and France in Paris. He said, the
exhibition showcases India’s textile heritage, savoir-faire and creativity and
also a reminder of the strong cultural connect between the two countries.
During his visit, Dr Jaishankar will meet the French leadership in Paris and
hold talks with his counterpart Jean Noel Barrot. They will discuss the
progress made under the India-France Strategic Partnership and matters of
global importance. Dr Jaishankar will also address the 31st edition of the
French Ambassadors’ Conference as the Guest of Honour. In the second
leg of his visit, External Affairs Minister will visit Luxembourg, where he will
hold discussions with the Luxembourg's Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
for Foreign Affairs Xavier Bettel and with the senior leadership of the
country. He will also interact with the members of the Indian community in
Luxembourg.

<><>DIPENDRA/1534 HRS



GAURAV EP-II 05.01.2026
44th JR. NATIONAL KHO KHO CHAMPIONSHIP

Host Karnataka claimed the boys' title at the 44th Junior National Kho
Kho Championship with a thrilling 35-30 victory over defending champions
Maharashtra in the final. In the girls' category, Maharashtra defended their
title by defeating Odisha 34-33 in a finals at Bengaluru yesterday. Sneha
Lamkane won the Janaki Award as the best player in the girls' category,
while B. Vijay received the Veer Abhimanyu Award as the best player in the
boys' category. The 44th Junior National Kho Kho Championship, held at
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Stadium in Gunjur, Bengaluru, from December 31st to
4th of January.

The 58th Senior National Kho Kho Championship (Men & Women)
2025-26 will be held from 11th January till 15th of this month, in Kazipet,
Telangana. The 35th Sub-Junior National Kho Kho Championship (Boys &
Girls) 2025-26 is scheduled for 31st January to 4th in next month in
Kurukshetra, Haryana.
<<>>KAUMUDEE/UNI/1809 HRS



