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GAURAV EP-I 29.01.2026
REV. BEATING RETREAT 2026

Beating Retreat ceremony, marking the culmination of the 77th
Republic Day celebrations was held at Vijay Chowk in New Delhi. The
ceremony was attended by President Droupadi Murmu, Vice-President C.P.



Radhakrishnan, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Union Ministers.

The bands of the armed forces mesmerized the audience by playing
tunes on patriotic songs such as Vande Mataram, Bharat Ke Shaan, Aye
Watan, Aye Watan and Sare Jahan Se Acha. The ceremony also witnessed
a special formation by the Indian Air Force band on Operation Sindoor,
honouring the valour and sacrifice of the armed forces during the
operation. It featured bands from the Indian Army, Navy, Air Force and
Central Armed Police Forces.

The ceremony began with the Massed band’s Kadam Kadam Badhaye
Ja followed by melodious tunes by the Pipes and Drums band such as
Atulya Bharat, Veer Sainik, Mili Jhuli, Nritya Sarita, Marooni, and Jhelum.
The Central Armed Police Forces bands played Vijay Bharat, Hathrohi, Jai
Ho and Veer Seepahi. Indian Air Force played tunes including Brave
Warrior, Twilight, Alert, and Flying Star, while the Indian Navy band played
the tunes including Namaste, Sagar Pawan, Matribhumi, Tejasvi, and Jai
Bharati. Indian Army band played 'Vijayee Bharat', '"Aarambh Hai, Prachand
Hai', 'Aye Watan, Aye Watan', 'Anand Math', 'Sugamya Bharat', and 'Sitare
Hind'. This was followed by the Massed Bands which played tunes including
'Bharat Ke Shaan, Vande Mataram and Drummers Call. The event
concluded with the ever-popular tune of Sare Jahan Se Acha played by the
Buglers.

This year, the seating enclosures at Vijay Chowk were named after
Indian musical instruments including Bansuri, Damaru, Ektara, Esraj,
Mridangam, Nagada, Veena among others, highlighting the country’s rich
cultural heritage.
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CJI LAUNCHED INITIATIVES

Chief Justice of India Surya Kant today announced a series of technology-driven
administrative initiatives aimed at enhancing operational efficiency in the
judiciary and reducing pendency of cases. CJl launched a digital partnership with
various high courts. Under the system, trial court orders and high court directions
will be digitally updated and reflected across courts, creating a comprehensive
repository of case pendency at both the high court and Supreme Court levels. The
CJI also announced the launch of an integrated online payment system for



administrative purposes. To initiate a major security overhaul of the court
complex, the CJI launched Park Authorisation Record Keeper (PARK), a new app
that automates vehicle permissions and security protocols. Applicants can now
submit requests online and track their status through the app.

MEA-FISHERMEN

India and Bangladesh have successfully concluded the release and repatriation of
23 Indian fishermen and 128 Bangladesh fishermen, along with their operable
vessel today. External Affairs Ministry said in a statement that Indian fishermen
who inadvertently crossed the International Maritime Boundary Line had been
arrested by Bangladesh authorities recently. Bangladesh fishermen had also been
apprehended by Indian authorities. Earlier in January and December last year,
India had facilitated the release of 142 Indian fishermen, and released 128
Bangladesh fishermen in a reciprocal manner. The mutual exchange of fishermen
and their vessels has been worked out keeping in mind the humanitarian and
livelihood concerns of fishing communities on both sides. The well being of the
Indian fishermen during their period of incarceration was monitored by the Indian
High Commission, which provided them with warm jackets and ensured provision
of essentials. External Affairs Ministry said that government attaches the highest
importance to the safety, security and welfare of Indian fishermen.

BANGLADESH-WARNING

Amnesty International has issued a sharp warning to Bangladesh’s interim
government yesterday, accusing it of failing to uphold basic human rights and
urging immediate corrective action ahead of next month’s national elections. In
an open letter to Chief Advisor Muhammad Yunus, Amnesty Secretary General
Agnes Callamard said the interim administration has fallen short of its mandate to
restore public trust, arguing that its conduct so far raises serious doubts about the
credibility of the upcoming February 12 polls. Callamard criticised the continued
misuse of the Anti-Terrorism Act against journalists and dissenters, describing the
arrests of reporters Monjurul Alam Panna and Anis Alamgir in 2025 as arbitrary
and politically motivated. She warned that suppressing critical voices during an
election period undermines democratic participation and violates Bangladesh’s
obligations under international law. The letter also faulted the authorities for
failing to protect lives and freedom of expression amid rising violence. Amnesty
pointed to the December 2025 attacks on media offices, harassment of editors,
and the lynching of Hindu man Dipu Chandra Das, saying the government’s weak



response exposed minorities, journalists and critics to grave risks. “People must
not fear for their lives for expressing their views,” Callamard said, adding that
unlawful restrictions on speech and assembly are eroding public confidence in
state institutions rather than restoring it. Despite Bangladesh being a signatory to
key international human rights conventions, Amnesty said the interim
government’s actions contradict those commitments. The organisation warned
that unless authorities urgently guarantee rights to expression, association and
security, the election process risks being tainted by repression and fear. Amnesty
has called on the Yunus-led administration to immediately end the abuse of
repressive laws, ensure accountability for violence, and create a safe, inclusive
environment for political participation, warning that failure to do so would mark a
continuation of rights abuses rather than the promised break from the past.

FTA-SURVEY REACTIONS

BJP MP and General Secretary of Confederation of All India Traders Praveen
Khandelwal termed India-EU FTA as historical, Talking to Akashvani News, he said
that through this FTA, country's small industries and many of its products, which
were not getting the European Union market till now, will get that market. He
also said that the upcoming budget will live up to the expectations of the common
man.

CEA-ECONOMIC SURVEY

Chief Economic Advisor Dr. V. Anantha Nageswaran has highlighted that India’s
potential growth rate has accelerated to 7 per cent, up from 6.5 per cent three
years ago. Addressing the media in New Delhi on Economic Survey 2025-2026, Mr
Nageswaran said that real GDP growth pre-COVID was 6.4 per cent and in
Financial Year 2025 was 6.5 per cent and this year it is predicted to be 7.4 per
cent. He added that private final consumption expenditure growth is 7 per cent
for this year on top of 7.2 per cent last year. Mr Nageswaran said that the country
is achieving these high growth rates, consumption and investment spending
amidst a very moderate inflation environment.

BYTE- Nageswaran
SC-UGC STAYS

The Supreme Court today ordered that the University Grants Commission
(Promotion of Equity in Higher Education Institutions) Regulations, 2026, be kept



in abeyance. The Court expressed certain reservations about the Regulations,
which are being challenged as discriminatory towards general category. The Court
suggested that the Regulations must be revisited by a committee comprising
eminent jurists. The court observed that the Regulations are prima facie vague
and are capable of misuse. A bench comprising Chief Justice of India Surya Kant
and Justice Joymalya Bagchi was hearing three writ petitions which challenge the
constitutionality of the 2026 Regulations. The Court issued notice to the Union
and the University Grants Commission on the petitions, returnable on March 19.
Till then, the 2026 Regulations are kept in abeyance. The Court further ordered
that the 2012 UGC Regulations will operate in the meantime.

ECONOMIC SURVEY

Country’s real GDP is estimated to grow by 7.4 per cent in the financial year 2026
and the growth is likely to range between 6.8 to 7.2 percent in the financial year
2027. This was projected in the Economic Survey presented by the Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in the Lok Sabha today. According to the Economic
Survey, the Indian economy has maintained strong growth momentum in the
financial year 2026. The first advance estimates place real GDP growth at 7.4 per
cent, with growth largely driven by domestic demand. Private consumption and
capital formation continue to support expansion, while services remain the key
contributor on the supply side. Manufacturing activity has strengthened, and
agriculture has provided stability. The Survey highlighted that the global economic
environment remains uncertain, shaped by geopolitical tensions, trade
disruptions across major economies. While global activity has shown resilience in
the near term, underlying vulnerabilities persist, including elevated fiscal
pressures, fragmented supply chains, and an increased reliance on economic
policy instruments for strategic purposes.



