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PARLIAMENT ADDRESSING:

President Droupadi Murmu has said that the government’s sound
policies and initiatives have led to rapid increase in agricultural production
in the country. Addressing the joint sitting of both houses of Parliament
today on the first day of Budget session, President Murmu said, there has
been a record production of food and horticulture crops. She said the
government is also working to increase the production of those crops in
which the agriculture sector was lagging behind.

The President expressed confidence that India will definitely achieve
the target of 500 gigawatt of renewable energy capacity by the end of this
decade. She said, for employment and development in rural areas, a law
named Viksit Bharat G Ram G has been enacted. She said, this new law will
ensure 125 days of guaranteed employment in villages. At the same time,
it will ensure stopping corruption and leakages for which the government
has been making efforts since long. President Murmu said, this scheme will
provide new momentum to rural development and create new facilities for
the farmers, livestock farmers and fishermen.

[(null) - 1400 PRESIDENT VIKSIT BHARAT - ]

She said, in the last 10-11 years, India has strengthened its
foundation in every sector and this year 2026 is a major base for the
journey towards Viksit Bharat.
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AIR WATER - AMENDMENTS
The Government has amended Uniform Consent Guidelines under Air



and Water Acts to streamline approvals, reduce delays and strengthen
environmental compliance. The Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change said that the move is aimed at reducing procedural delays
and strengthening environmental governance. It added that the
amendments ensure faster, clearer and more efficient approval processes
while maintaining environmental safeguards. These amendments also
support the State Pollution Control Boards and Pollution Control
Committees in processing consent applications and conducting inspections.
Furthermore, the amendments also allow States and Union territories to
prescribe a one-time Consent to Operate fee for a period ranging from 5 to
25 years, reducing repetitive fee collection and administrative processing.
Meanwhile special provisions have been introduced for Micro and Small
Enterprises located in notified industrial estates or areas.
<><>AKSHIT/SAMARTH/1012 HRS
<><><>

Maharashtra's Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar has died in a plane
crash at Maharashtra's Baramati this morning. The Civil Aviation Ministry
informed that a Learjet 45 (VT-SSK) aircraft, operated by VSR, crash
landed at Baramati airport earlier today. The Ministry added that there
were five personnel on board, including the Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister with two more personnel and two crew members. Officials said
that no one on board survived the crash. Further details are awaited.
President Droupadi Murmu, Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla, Home Minister Amit Shah, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw have
expressed profound grief over the demise of Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar. In a social media post, the President termed the
untimely demise of Mr Pawar as an irreparable loss. Mr Modi noted that Mr
Pawar was widely respected as a hardworking leader who remained at the
forefront of serving the people of Maharashtra. Highlighting Mr Pawar’s
understanding of administrative.
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Vice President C P Radhakrishnan today paid tributes to Punjab
Kesari Lala Lajpat Rai on his birth anniversary. In a social media post the
Vice President said that the nation remembers and honours the fearless



freedom fighter and national leader. Mr Radhakrishnan called Lala Lajpat
Rai a visionary leader, social reformer, and educationist, who played a
pivotal role in strengthening the spirit of nationalism and sacrificed his life
for the freedom of India. He added that Lala Lajpat Rai’s legacy of courage
and commitment continues to guide the nation.
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SOUTH 24 PARGANAS

The death toll in the devastating fire at Nazirabad in Narendrapur, South
24 Parganas, has risen to 11 following the recovery of three more bodies
from the gutted warehouse. While police reports indicate that 14 families
have filed missing persons diaries, local residents claim the number of
missing individuals is significantly higher. Baruipur Police District SP
Subhendra Kumar stated that the authorities will seek court permission
today to conduct DNA testing for identification of the deceased. The State
Government has announced an ex-gratia of 10 lakh rupees each for the
families of the victims.



