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GAURAV EP-I 17-01-2026
FUR. EVE. PM-MALDA RALLY
Prime Minister Narendra Modi today inaugurated and laid the foundation stone of
development projects worth over 3,250 crore at Malda in West Bengal. The Prime
Minister also flagged off four new Amrit Bharat Express trains, marking a major boost
to rail connectivity and infrastructure in the state. Addressing the gathering, the Prime



Minister said the campaign to accelerate West Bengal’'s progress has gained fresh
momentum from Malda, with projects aimed at improving travel, trade, and
employment opportunities for the youth. Mr Modi said the train reflects the vision of a
Viksit Bharat and showcases India’s growing technological capabilities under the Made
in India initiative. A key highlight of the event was the commencement of India’s first
Vande Bharat Sleeper train, which will connects Hawda in West Bengal and Guwahati
in Assam. It will enhance long-distance travel with modern amenities and greater
comfort. The Prime Minister said that Railway is rapidly modernizing, with
electrification, station redevelopment, and over 150 Vande Bharat trains now running
across the country, benefiting especially poor and middle-class families. New Amrit
Bharat Express trains connect North Bengal with South and West India, strengthening
links with Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and Karnataka.

PIB/CB/KALYAN LAHA/ KOLKATA/ MAIL/ 1824 HRS.

GAURAV EP-I 17.01.2026
WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM- OUTLOOK

South Asia remains the brightest growth spot among emerging regions, with
India anchoring the outlook despite mounting trade headwinds. This is a key finding of
the World Economic Forum'’s latest survey, released ahead of the Davos annual
meeting next week. The Chief Economists Outlook notes that India is continuing on its
reform pathway by reducing restrictions on employment. It adds that AI adoption is
surging, alongside investments from US technology firms. According to the report, the
global economic outlook has improved modestly but remains uncertain, with asset
valuations, mounting debt, geoeconomic realignment and rapid artificial intelligence
deployment creating both opportunities and risks. Nearly 53 per cent of chief
economists surveyed expect global economic conditions to weaken in the year ahead,
down from 72 per cent who held this view in September last year. Uncertainty around
technology remains high, with 52 per cent expecting Al-related stocks in the US to
decline and 40 per cent expecting gains.

On growth, expectations diverge by region, with economists expecting strong
momentum in South Asia and East Asia and weak to moderate growth in Europe.
South Asia has returned to the top of the regional growth outlook, according to two-
thirds of the surveyed chief economists.
<><>AYUSHI/ANKIT/ANI/1659 HRS
BS DP-1 17.01.2026
PM VISHWAKARMA HAAT

PM Vishwakarma Haat 2026, an exhibition dedicated exclusively to artisans and
craftspeople under the PM Vishwakarma Scheme starting from tomorrow at Dilli Haat
in New Delhi. The exhibition will be inaugurated by the Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises Minister Jitan Ram Manjhi. The PM Vishwakarma Haat 2026 aims to
celebrate and showcase country rich heritage of traditional craftsmanship. It will
provide a prominent platform for artisans to exhibit and market their handcrafted



products to national and international buyers, stakeholders and the general public.

The Ministry said that more than 117 artisans from all States and Union
Territories across the country will participate in the event, making it a pan-India
representation of diverse traditional skills and crafts. The Haat seeks to enhance
market access, improve visibility and create sustainable livelihood opportunities for
beneficiaries of the PM Vishwakarma Scheme. The representatives from foreign
missions have also been invited to the PM Vishwakarma Haat 2026. The event will
culminate on the 31st of this month and will remain open to the public from 10:30 AM
to 10 PM.

<><>BHANU/ADITYA/1420
BS : PAWAN DP-I 17.01.2026

VP - UTTARAKHAND

Vice President CP Radhakrishnan has said that the next two decades will be
crucial in making India a self-reliant and developed nation. He said, Uttarakhand will
play a special role in this journey. He highlighted the state’s vast potential in
renewable energy, organic farming, AYUSH, tourism, startups, and skill development.
The Vice President expressed confidence that under the leadership of Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami, Uttarakhand will achieve new heights of development.

(S/B- VICE PRESIDENT -1 IN GNR MAIL)

Speaking on the role of the media during a private event held in Dehradun
today, the Vice President said that the media plays a vital role as the fourth pillar of
democracy. He urged the media to give prominence to positive and development-
oriented initiatives, which would help strengthen positive thinking among youth and
reinforce the spirit of nation-building.

(S/B- VICE PRESIDENT - 2 IN GNR MAIL)

The Vice President said, under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Uttarakhand has witnessed significant progress over the past decade in road, rail, air,
and communication connectivity. Emphasizing the state’s strategic importance due to
its borders with China and Nepal, he said that border villages are the first line of the
nation’s security and strength. Referring to the Prime Minister describing Mana village
as India’s first village, he termed it a visionary approach that prioritizes the
development of border areas.

<><><>SAKSHI SINGH/DEHRADUN/MAIL/1400 HRS

GAURAV EP-II 17-01-2026
REV. WPL-CRICKET
In Women's Premier League (WPL) Cricket, UP Warriorz have set a target of 188



runs for Mumbai Indians at Dr. DY Patil Sports Academy in Navi Mumbai. Put into bat,
UP Warriorz scored 187 for eight wickets in stipulated 20 overs. In reply, Mumbai
Indians were ........... for e, iN e overs, when reports last came in. Earlier,
Mumbai Indians won the toss and opted to bowl first. In another match today, Delhi
Capitals will take on Royal Challengers Bengaluru at the same venue. The match will
start at 7:30 PM. Royal Challengers Bengaluru had defeated Gujarat Giants by 32 runs
yesterday.

<><><>PARAS/NET/CB/1706 HRS



