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KAH::SUSHMAA DP-I 31.01.26
VP SURAJKUND FESTIVAL
The 39th Surajkund International Self-reliant Crafts Festival began at



Surajkund today. The fair with a theme"Local to Global - Atmanirbhar Bharat"
was inaugurated by Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan. Union Tourism
Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat and Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini were guests of honour. The closing ceremony of the 16-day Shilp
Mahotsav will be held on 15th of next month. Egypt is the partner country
for the fourth time. Apart from this, the rich cultural and folk arts of the theme
state of Uttar Pradesh and Meghalaya have been showcased in the Mela
premises. More than 1200 stalls have been set up by national and
international weavers and craftsmen in the Crafts Festival.
<><><>ASHWANI KUMAR / CHANDIGARH/MAIL 1142HRS
KAH DP-1 31.01.26
PM - PUNJAB

On the occasion of the 649th birth anniversary of Sant Guru Ravidas,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Punjab tomorrow. Mr Modi will visit
Adampur airport, where he will unveil the new name of the Airport as Sri Guru
Ravidas Ji Airport, Adampur. The Prime Minister's office said that the
renaming of Adampur Airport honours the revered saint and social reformer
whose teachings of equality, compassion, and human dignity continue to
inspire India’s social ethos.

Prime Minister Modi will also inaugurate the Terminal Building at
Halwara Airport in Ludhiana. The Terminal Building will establish a new
gateway for the State, catering to Ludhiana and its surrounding industrial and
agricultural hinterland. Halwara is also home to a strategically important
Indian Air Force station. The earlier airport at Ludhiana had a relatively small
runway, suitable for small-size aircrafts. To improve connectivity and
accommodate larger aircraft, a new civil enclave has been developed at
Halwara, which has a longer runway capable of handling A320-type aircraft.

<><><>DIPENDRA/1058
KAH DP-1 31.01.26
PM - WETLAND

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has expressed happiness over the
inclusion of the Patna Bird Sanctuary in Etah, Uttar Pradesh and
Chhari-Dhand in Kutch, Gujarat in the list of Ramsar sites. In a social media
post, Mr Modi congratulated to the local citizens of these districts, as well as
all those passionate about wetland conservation. He said, these recognitions
reaffirm government's commitment to preserving biodiversity and protecting
vital ecosystems. Prime Minister hoped that these wetlands continue to thrive
as safe habitats for countless migratory and native species.



<><><>DIPENDRA/1035

SWATI DP-I 31.01.2026
INDIA ARAB-UAE VISIT

The Minister of State for Foreign Affairs of the United Arab
Emirates(UAE) Khalifa Shaheen Al Marar arrived in New Delhi today to
participate in the second India-Arab Foreign Ministers’ Meeting. In a social
media post, Spokesperson in External Affairs Ministry Randhir Jaiswal said,
Mr Al Marar’s visit will further strengthen the comprehensive strategic
partnership between India and UAE.

SHIVANG/0914 HRS

SWATI MP-I
26.01.2026

SHAH-PRAKASH PURB

Union Home Minister Amit Shah extended greetings to the people on
the Prakash Purab of the seventh Sikh guru Dhan Dhan Sri Guru Har Rai Sahib
Ji today. In a social media post, Mr Shah said, the teachings of Guru Har Rai
Sahib Ji, who strengthened the traditions of langar and sangat are a source of
compassion and sensitivity. He noted that Guru Sahib Ji rendered true service
to humanity ,providing healing and health to people of every caste, class, and
community through his medicines. The Home Minister further said that Guru
Har Rai Sahib Ji's life and teachings continue to inspire society towards
selfless service, equality, and compassion. <><><>

SHIVANG/0747 HRS

SWATI::ST MP-1
31.01.2026

AMIT SHAH-WB VISIT

Senior BIP leader and Union Home Minister Amit Shah reached Kolkata
in West Bengal last night. Mr Shah will attend BJP workers’ conference at
Barrackpore under North 24 Parganas district this morning. He will then reach



Bagdogra and attend a BJP organizational meeting. In the evening, Union
Home Minister will leave for Delhi through Bagdogra Airport. <><><>
SANDIPON DASGUPTA/KOLKATA/MAIL/0733

SUPREME COURT

The Supreme Court has ruled that the right to menstrual hygiene is an
integral part of the right to life under Article 21 of the Constitution. The Apex
court yesterday issued a series of binding directions to states and Union
Territories and schools to ensure dignity, health and equality for girls and
women. A bench of Justice JB Pardiwala and R Mahadevan directed all states
and Union Territories to ensure that every school provides biodegradable
sanitary napkins free of cost to adolescent girls.

BUDGET

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will present the Union Budget 2026-27
in the Lok Sabha tomorow. After presentation of the Budget in the Lower
House, the copy of the budget will be tabled in the Rajya Sabha. This will be
ninth consecutive Budget presentation by Mrs Sitharaman since assuming
office in 2019. Also, it will be the third Budget of the Narendra Modi
government in its third term. The Budget documents will be available on the
Mobile App and the website after the completion of the Budget Speech in
Parliament.

KAH DP-1 31.01.2026

SOIL HEALTH CARDS

Over 25 crore soil health cards have been distributed to farmers across
the country. The Soil Health Card scheme was launched by the governmentin
2015 with a view to address the decline of soil nutrients. By July last year,
more than 93 thousand farmer training programmes, over 6 lakh field
demonstrations, and thousands of awareness campaigns were conducted
under the scheme. The Government said, it reflects the scale and outreach of
the scheme in promoting balanced nutrient management.

The Soil Health Card is issued every two years and provides farmers
with a comprehensive understanding of the nutrient status and
physicochemical conditions of their soils. It also offers crop-specific
recommendations on the appropriate use of chemical fertilizers,



bio-fertilizers, organic inputs, and soil treatments to support informed
decision-making and long-term soil health management.

<><><>
DIPENDRA/SAMARTH/1133 HRS
KAH::SUSHMAA DP-1 31.01.26

SAMAYAPURAM PADAYATRA TRAGEDY

In Tamilnadu, four women were killed in an accident early this morning
at Tiruchirapalli. The accident occurred at around five O clock at the
Chennai -Tiruchi National Highway. The victims were on a padayatra to
Samayapuram temple when a car hit them. Another women injured in the
accident has been admitted to the District Government Hospital at
Perambalur. The car driver has been arrested.
JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL 1111HRS

KAH::SUSHMAA DP-I 31.01.26
J&K - SPECIAL TRAIN

In Jammu and Kashmir, Northern Railways is operating a special
reserved train between Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra and Srinagar today to
facilitate passengers amid disruptions in air and road traffic due to inclement
weather. The train (Number 04629) departing from Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Katra at 10:30 AM is scheduled to reach Srinagar at 1:30 PM, with an en route
stop at Banihal station. On its return journey, the special train (Number
04630) will depart from Srinagar at 3:00 PM today, arriving at Katra by 6:00
PM. Special reserved train is being operated once again due to passenger
demand and disruptions to road and air transport. The previous special trains
on 27th and 28th of this month ran with full capacity. Passengers can obtain
further details from the official railway website, the helpline number 139, or
through the National Train Enquiry System.
N. GULSHAN RAINA /JAMMU/MAIL/0959HRS
SWATI MPII 31.01.26

US-PROTEST

In US, protesters across the country are calling for 'no work, no school,
no shopping' as part of a nationwide strike, to oppose the Trump
administration's immigration crackdown. The demonstrations are taking
place amid widespread outrage over the killing Alex Pretti, an intensive care
nurse who was shot multiple times in Minneapolis. Some schools in Arizona,
Colorado and other states preemptively canceled classes in anticipation of



mass absences. Many other demonstrations have been planned for students
and others to gather at city centers, statehouses and churches across the
country. Meanwhile, protests continue in Michigan, Los Angeles, and
Minneapolis.

<><><> VIKAS/PTI/0817 HRS



