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SWATI MP-1 10.01.2026

PM-GUJARAT VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be on a three-day visit to Gujarat
beginning today. During his visit, the Prime Minister will attend several
events including the Somnath Swabhiman Parv. Mr Modi will also take part
in major development programmes and diplomatic engagements across
Rajkot, Ahmedabad and Gandhinagar.

The four-day Somnath Swabhiman Parv, celebrating the enduring
spirit of the Somnath Temple, began on Thursday at the coastal town of
Veraval in Gir Somnath district. The event marks one thousand years since
the first attack on the Somnath Temple in 1026 AD by Mahmud of Ghazni.
This year’s celebrations also coincide with the upcoming 75th anniversary
of the inauguration of the restored temple in 1951.

The Prime Minister will reach Somnath this evening and participate in
Omkar Mantra chanting at the Somnath Temple. He will also view drone
show at the temple. Tomorrow, the Prime Minister will take part in Shaurya
Yatra, a ceremonial procession organised to honour the countless warriors
who laid down their lives defending the Somnath Temple over centuries.
He will offer prayers at the Somnath Temple and also participate in a public
function marking the Somnath Swabhiman Parv.

On commencement of the parv, Prime Minister Modi in a social media
post had said that despite repeated assaults in subsequent centuries, the
eternal faith of devotees and the civilizational resolve of India ensured that
Somnath Temple was rebuilt time and again. He said, the Somnath
Swabhiman Parv is also about remembering the countless children of the
country, who never compromised with their principles and ethos. The
temple stands today as a powerful symbol of resilience, faith and national
pride, owing to the collective resolve and efforts to restore it to its ancient
glory.

After independence, the effort for restoration of the Temple was
undertaken by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. One of the most important
milestones in this journey of revival was achieved in 1951, when the
restored Somnath Temple was formally opened to devotees in the
presence of the then President Dr. Rajendra Prasad.

Tomorrow, later in the day, Prime Minister Modi will travel to Rajkot



and formally inaugurate the Vibrant Gujarat Regional Conference for the
Kutch and Saurashtra Region at Marwadi University. He will also address
the gathering on the occasion. Mr Modi will also inaugurate the trade show
and exhibition at the conference.

From Rajkot, the Prime Minister will travel to Ahmedabad where he
will inaugurate the remaining stretch of Phase 2 of Ahmedabad metro from
Sector 10A to Mahatma Mandir, marking a significant milestone in the city’s
urban transport infrastructure.

On Monday, the Prime Minister will hold bilateral talks with German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz in Ahmedabad. Both leaders will also visit the
Sabarmati Ashram and attend the International Kite Festival.

APARNA DESAI-KHUNT/AHMEDABAD/MAIL/CB/SUPARNA/0444
HRS

BAIG: MS NP-I 09.01.2026
FERTILIZERS-IMPORT

India has significantly reduced its dependence on fertilizer imports.
The Union Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers has informed that nearly 73
percent of the country’s total fertilizer requirement was met through
domestic production last year. Total domestic production of fertilizers,
including urea, DAP, and NPKs, increased to an all-time high of 524.62 lakh
tonnes in 2025, compared to 433.29 lakh tonnes in 2021. This growth
reflects the robustness of India’s fertilizer manufacturing ecosystem and
the effectiveness of government interventions. With a strong focus on
fertilizer security and the timely availability of nutrients to farmers, the
government has prioritised long-term supply agreements for key raw
materials and adopted a strategy of strategic diversification to safeguard
against global uncertainties and supply disruptions.

<><>ANAND/RISHU/2220 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 09.01.2026
PARL - BUDGET SESSION

The Budget Session of Parliament will commence from 28th of
January and will continue till 2nd of April, 2026. In a social media post,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said that the first phase of the



Budget Session will conclude on 13th of February. He said, the Parliament
will reassemble for the second phase on 9th of March. Mr Rijiju said that it
is a vital step towards meaningful debate and people-centric governance.
The Minister informed that on the recommendation of the Central
government, President Droupadi Murmu has approved the summoning of
both the Houses of Parliament for the Budget Session 2026.
<><>ANAND/DIPENDRA/2025

BAIG:SUSHMA NP-I 09.01.2026
NAVY CHIEF-VESSEL

Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi has interacted with the crew of
the traditionally built stitched ship INSV Kaundinya, which is currently on
its maiden overseas voyage to Oman. Interacting virtually today, Admiral
Tripathi congratulated the crew on their steady progress and praised the
proficiency and resilience displayed during the journey so far. The Navy
Chief noted that INSV Kaundinya has successfully covered over 385
nautical miles, from Porbandar in Gujarat. INSV Kaundinya embarked on its
maiden overseas voyage from Gujarat to Oman on the 23rd of last month.
The vessel is a recreation of a fifth-century ship.
<><>BAIG/PTI/0219 HRS

JAISWAL

External Affairs Ministry today stressed that India and the US remain
interested in a mutually beneficial trade deal between two complementary
economies and look forward to concluding it. Briefing reporters in New
Delhi, Mr Jaiswal said, the two sides have held multiple rounds of
negotiation to arrive at a balanced and mutually beneficial trade
agreement.

[S/B-RANDHIR JAISWAL ON TRADE DEAL WITH US-27 SECS]

SWATI::ABHISHEK MP-I 10.01.2026
HP-BUS ACCIDENT

In Himachal Pradesh, 14 people were killed and several others
seriously injured after a private bus plunged into a deep gorge near
Haripurdhar in Sirmaur district yesterday. The bus, carrying 66 passengers,
was travelling from Solan to Haripurdhar when the accident occurred. Local



residents and the district administration launched immediate rescue and
relief operations after receiving information about the mishap. Deputy Chief
Minister Mukesh Agnihotri, visited the accident site. Later, talking to media,
Mr Agnihotri said, the injured are being treated at various hospitals. He
added that the administration responded swiftly to the incident and that an
inquiry has been ordered to determine the exact cause of the accident.

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice-President C P Radhakrishnan and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi have expressed grief at the loss of lives in
the bus mishap in Himachal Pradesh.

In a social media post, President Murmu described the incident as
extremely heartbreaking. She expressed condolences to the bereaved
families who lost their loved ones in the accident and prayed for the speedy
recovery of the injured.

Vice-President Radhakrishnan also expressed his heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved families.

Prime Minister Modi has announced an ex-gratia of two lakh rupees
to the next of kin of each deceased from the Prime Minister's National
Relief Fund. The injured will be given 50 thousand rupees.
<><><> RITESH KAPOOR/SHIMLA/MAIL/0605 HRS
GAURAV EP-II 09.01.2026

MALAYSIA OPEN

In Badminton, two-time Olympic medallist P V Sindhu advanced to
the semifinals of the Malaysia Open Super 1000 in Kuala Lumpur today
after her opponent, Akane Yamaguchi of Japan, retired due to injury. In
the quarterfinals, Sindhu took the opening game 21-11 before her three-
time world champion opponent, who was wearing a knee brace, decided to
pull out of the match. Sindhu will next face China’s Wang Zhi Yi in the
semifinals tomorrow. Meanwhile, India’s ace men’s doubles pair of
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty bowed out of the Super 1000
badminton tournament in the quarterfinals. The Indian duo lost to the
lower-ranked Indonesian pair of Fajar Alfian and Muhammad Fikri 10-21,
21-23.

<><>RUPESH/PTI/1905 HRS



SWATI MP-II 10.01.2026

WPL-CRICKET

In Women’s Premier League Cricket, Royal Challengers Bengaluru
beat Defending Champions Mumbai Indians by three wickets in Navi
Mumbai last night. Put in to bat first, Mumbai Indians posted 154 runs for
the loss of six wickets in stipulated 20 overs, with Sajeevan Sajana scoring
45 and Nicola Carey contributing 40 runs. For Bengaluru, Nadine de Klerk
picked up an impressive four-wicket haul. In reply, Royal Challengers
Bengaluru overhauled the score, posting 157 for the loss of seven wickets
in the alloted overs. Nadine de Klerk once again did well, this time with the
bat, scoring a match-winning unbeaten 63 off 44 balls. The fourth season
of Women’s Premier League is being played across two venues - the Dr DY
Patil Sports Academy in Navi Mumbai and the BCA Stadium in Vadodara.
After the Navi Mumbai leg, the tournament will move to Vadodara, where
the remaining 11 matches, including the playoffs, will be held.
<><><>CB/BAIG/0453 HRS

BAIG::SUSHMA NP-II 09.01.2026
BANGLADESH-NEW BNP CHIEF

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) leader Tarigue Rahman has been
appointed as the party’s chairperson, filling the vacant post following the
death of former prime minister and longtime party chief Khaleda Zia.

The decision was taken unanimously at a meeting of the BNP
Standing Committee held tonight at the party’s Gulshan office in Dhaka, in
line with the party constitution. BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir confirmed the decision to journalists after the meeting. Mirza
informd that Tarique Rahman, who had been serving as the party’s acting
chairperson since 2018, has now formally assumed the role of BNP
chairperson. The Standing Committee meeting was chaired by Tarique
Rahman himself and attended by senior party leaders of the party’s highest
policy making body. Party sources said the emergency meeting also
discussed the country’s prevailing political situation and outlined the BNP's
future course of action.

<><>Navalsang Parmar/Dhaka/MAIL/2320 HRS






