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TRIPTI:ABHISHEK MP-I1
21.01.2026
VAISHNAW- INTERVIEW
Union Minister for Electronics and IT Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that



the future of Artificial Intelligence (AI) will be shaped by smaller, efficient
models rather than extremely large systems. Mr Vaishnaw made these
remarks during a private media interview, on the sidelines of the World
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. The Minister noted that nearly 95
per cent of AI work globally is currently handled by small models, a trend
that underpins India’s strategy of developing affordable and application-
focused AI solutions. Mr Vaishnaw said the 12 AI models being built in
India, ranging from 50 billion to 120 billion parameters, are capable of
meeting the Al needs of enterprises across sectors.

(VAISHNAW BYTE)

Mr Vaishnaw outlined India’s progress across the Al value chain,
including model development, semiconductor manufacturing, infrastructure
and energy. He said the country’s semiconductor programme has advanced
significantly, with construction underway at 10 plants, three of which have
already begun pilot production. He noted that four more plants are
expected to enter pilot and commercial production this year.

(S/B- VAISHNAW )

Highlighting emerging innovations such as sound-to-sound AI, Mr
Vaishnaw said such innovations have the potential to redefine global Al
applications. The Minister also expressed confidence that India would be
among the leading innovators, pointing to the country’s vibrant startup
ecosystem, which now includes over 2 lakh startups and ranks among the
top three globally.

VISHNU/0451

SJA NP-II 20.01.2026
CRICKET - IND VS NZT20

In Men's Cricket, a 5-match T20 International series between India
and New Zealand will begin tomorrow. The opening match of the series will
be played at the Vidarbha Cricket Association Stadium in Nagpur. The
match will begin at 7 PM. This will be a crucial T20 series for Suryakumar
Yadav led Men in Blue, as part of their preparations for the upcoming ICC
Men's T20 World Cup scheduled for next month.

Speaking on the eve of the first T20I against New Zealand, India’s
T20 captain confirmed that Ishan Kishan will slot in at No.3, underlining the
management’s faith in the batter who is part of the World Cup squad.

[BYTE - SURYAKUMAR YADAV



https://x.com/BCCI/status/2013611255177847020]
India will play the second T20I against New Zealand at the Shaheed
Veer Narayan Singh International Stadium in Raipur on Friday, followed by
remaining three matches.
CHIRAG/NET/2317 HRS

SJA NP-1
20.01.2026
GADKARI- NHAI

Union Minister for Road, Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari has
congratulated National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) for achieving 4
Guinness World Records for continuous Bituminous Concrete paving across
Package-2 and Package-3 of the 6-lane Bengaluru-Kadapa-Vijayawada
Economic Corridor. The Minister said that the achievement, enabled by
advanced technology and stringent quality standards, reflects the country's
rising engineering excellence and execution capability. He added that this
achievement reinforces the nation’s commitment to building world-class
highways and setting new global benchmarks in infrastructure
development.

<><>SAKLEN/ADITYA/2225HRS

TRIPTI MP-II 21.01.2026
WEF - INDIA IN DAVOS

The International Solar Alliance (ISA) highlighted India’s success in
delivering affordable solar power to millions of homes and farmers at the
World Economic Forum (WEF) in Davos.

Speaking at the event, ISA Director General Ashish Khanna said
India’s Surya Ghar rooftop solar scheme, which aims to reach 10 million
households, and the PM KUSUM programme, which promotes solar-
powered irrigation for farmers, offer practical models that other countries
can adopt to expand electricity access and boost agriculture at low cost.

Mr. Khanna said the ISA is also focusing on the future of energy
through Al and digital technologies, which can reduce costs, improve
efficiency, and create new jobs. He added that discussions are underway to
launch a global AI mission for energy, to be hosted by the ISA.

(BYTE-ASHISH KHANNA)



https://x.com/ANI/status/2013661700340482508?s=20

Another key issue raised was financing. While 2.1 trillion US dollars
was invested in energy globally last year, Mr Khanna said this must rise to
3 to 4 trillion US dollars, with more long-term and affordable funding
directed toward renewable energy.

The 56th Annual World Economic Forum Meeting is being held in
Davos from January 19 to 23, with nearly 3,000 participants from over 130
countries under the theme A Spirit of Dialogue.

MAYUR/ANI/0608
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21.01.2026
AIIMS - ROBOTIC SURGERY

All India Institute of Medical Sciences AIIMS New Delhi has said that
in the last 13 months, the Department of Surgical Disciplines at the
institute has performed more than one thousand robotic surgeries, marking
a significant advancement in surgical care in the country. Addressing a
press conference, the Head of the Department of Surgical Disciplines,
Professor Sunil Chumber said robotic surgery has led to a 50 per cent
reduction in post-operative pain compared to traditional open surgeries. He
added that patients undergoing robotic procedures also experienced 30 per
cent shorter hospital stays, resulting in reduced healthcare costs. According
to him, there has also been a 40 per cent reduction in surgical site
infections due to the use of minimal incisions. Talking exclusively to
Akashvani, Professor Chumber underscored AIIMS’ commitment to
enhancing patient care. He said that robotic surgery enables surgeons to
carry out complex procedures with unmatched precision and accuracy,
while also ensuring that the institution keeps pace with global
advancements in medical technology.

Professor Chumber said that the successful installation of the robotic
surgical system has opened new avenues for training young doctors. He
added that the postgraduate training curriculum in robotic surgery at AIIMS
is on par with that of renowned medical institutes across the world.

Byte - Professor Sunil Chumber, GNR Mail
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