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CHOUHAN - RICE PRODUCTION

India has become the world's largest producer of rice, surpassing
China. This was stated by Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
in New Delhi yesterday. He said, India's rice production has reached
150.18 million tonnes, compared to China's 145.28 million tonnes. Mr
Chouhan said, India is now supplying rice in overseas markets.

The minister unveiled 184 improved varieties of 25 field crops
developed by Indian Council of Agricultural Research at an event held in
the national capital. The 184 released varieties include 122 cereals, 6
pulses, 13 oilseeds, 11 fodder crops, 6 sugarcane, 24 cotton, and one each
of jute and tobacco.

Addressing the event, Mr Chouhan said the country has achieved
great success in the development of high-yielding seeds. Agriculture
Minister also directed officials to ensure that these new varieties reach
farmers quickly. Elaborating on 184 advanced varieties, the minister said
that farmers will be benefited as they will help in achieving higher yields
and better quality of produce. He emphasised the need to ensure that
high-quality seeds reach every farmer's field. The minister also asked farm
scientists to focus on increasing the production of pulses and oilseeds to
make India self-sufficient.

Mr Chouhan said that the country has entered a new era of
agricultural revolution on the strength of the development of high-yielding
and climate-resilient seeds. The Union minister said that this achievement
is the result of the collective efforts of the ICAR's All India Coordinated
Projects on crops, state and central agricultural universities, and private
seed companies.
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JAISHANKAR - LUXEMBOURG
External Affairs Minister Dr. S Jaishankar embarked on an official visit



to France and Luxembourg last night. During his week long visit, Dr
Jaishankar will meet the French leadership in Paris and hold talks with his
counterpart Jean Noel Barrot. They will discuss the progress made under
the India-France Strategic Partnership and matters of global importance.
External Affairs Ministry said in a statement that Dr Jaishankar will also
address the 31st edition of the French Ambassadors’ Conference as the
Guest of Honour.

In the second leg of his visit, External Affairs Minister will visit
Luxembourg, where he will hold discussions with the Luxembourg's Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs Xavier Bettel and with the
senior leadership of the country. He will also interact with the members of
the Indian community in Luxembourg.

CB/Suparna/0355
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The government has removed the condition of three-year
existence for deep-tech startups to avail recognition under DSIR's
Industrial Research and Development Promotion Program.
Addressing the 41st Foundation Day event of the Department of Scientific
and Industrial Research (DSIR) in New Delhi, Science and Technology
Minister, Dr Jitendra Singh said that the removal of the three-year
condition is a significant incentive to help deep-tech startups
scale faster, even before they are fully on their own. He said, the
reform reflects the Government’s trust in country's innovators and
its confidence in their sustainability and intent.

Dr Singh added, the government has taken several path-breaking
decisions under Prime Minister Modi's leadership, including the opening up
of the nuclear sector and space sector to private players. He said that to
gear up for these new domains, the government would accelerate their
initiative.
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Mr Singh highlighted that India is not only realising the Prime
Minister’s vision of Aatmanirbhar Bharat but is also emerging as a country
that other nations are increasingly relying on. The Minister also unveiled
key initiatives to strengthen India’s Research and Development and
innovation ecosystem, including the rollout of Guidelines for Recognition of



In-House Research and Development, Centres of Deep Tech Startups, the
launch of the PRISM Network Platform TOCIC Innovator Pulse, and
Creative India 2025 under the PRISM scheme.
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Senior BIP leader and Union Home Minister Amit Shah today asked
party workers to ensure massive victory in poll-bound Tamilnadu and West
Bengal. He asserted that the NDA alliance has been on a winning spree in
the Assembly elections all over the country and it can be rest assured that
the feat would be repeated in Tamilnadu and West Bengal. Addressing a
public meeting at Pudukottai this evening, he said that the ruling
dispensation is all about dynastic rule and is synonymous with corruption
and should be disowned by the people of the State. The BJP leader said
that it was time for the formation of NDA Government with the AIADMK
alliance to rule the State of Tamilnadu. He said that the Narendra Modi led
Government has been steadily increasing the allocation for the State and
gave comparative statistics of the development projects in the State for the
past ten years. He said that from 2004 to 2014, the UPA government had
allocated One lakh 53 thousand rupees worth projects where as after 2014,
the Modi Government had allocated 11 lakh Crore rupees worth projects.
Mr.Shah said that Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave special attention to
Tamilnadu and the ancient Tamil language and culture by bringing Sengol
to the Parliament and also for nominating C.P. Radhakrishnan for the Vice
President post. He also listed out the tainted ministers in the DMK regime
including ministers who have been accused of money laundering, cash for
job scam, sand mining, coal mining among others. He alleged that the DMK
had violated the Constitutional rights of the Hindus in not permitting
religious rallies in the State. The party leaders in charge of Tamilnadu
election namely Union Ministers Piyush Goyal and Arjun Ram Meghwal
attended the meeting.
<>Joy/Chennai/MAIL/1941 HRS.
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India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange
warning for dense to very dense fog over Delhi, Chandigarh, East Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and Punjab till tomorrow. The
Met department has forecast dense fog over parts of Gangetic West
Bengal, North-East India, Sub-Himalayan West Bengal and Jharkhand
during the next two days. Similar conditions are likely to prevail over
Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand till the 9th of this month. The weather
agency has also predicted cold wave conditions over Delhi, Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Jharkhand and Rajasthan during the next three
days. IMD has forecast cold day conditions over Bihar and Uttarakhand for
today.

Meanwhile, the air quality in Delhi-NCR continues to be in the poor
category. According to the Central Pollution Control Board, the average Air
Quality Index (AQI) of the National Capital was recorded at 266 as of 7 AM
today.

ISHANI/0709

SHUKLA MP-I
05.01.2026

JHARKHAND-SCHOOLS

In Jharkhand, schools in Ranchi and Jamshedpur will remain closed
till tomorrow in view of the prevailing cold wave conditions. The decision to
suspend classes from kindergarten to class 12 was taken following a
special bulletin issued by India Meteorological Department (IMD), which
warned of severe cold and cold wave conditions in several parts of the
state. Ranchi has been placed under a ‘yellow’ alert until further orders.
However, if any school has examinations scheduled during this period, they
have been given the discretion to conduct it. Classes for students of class
10 and class 12 may be held at the discretion of the respective school
authorities. Tomorrow, government schools will reopen for teachers, who
are required to attend schools, mark attendance on the eVV system and
carry out non-academic work.
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