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SJ MP-1
20.01.2026
INTERMINISTERIAL MEETING

Union Ministers Bhupender Yadav, Nitin Gadkari, Manohar Lal, and G
Kishan Reddy have attended an inter-ministerial meeting in New Delhi to
deliberate the issues of convergence for recovery of critical minerals from
e-waste, and Extended Producer Responsibility. In a social media post Mr
Yadav said that they also reviewed the handling of electronic waste in cities
and the reuse of inert material from legacy dumpsites for National
Highways. The Minister further said the meeting follows on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's efforts to encourage Mission Lifestyle for Forever (LIiFE),
which encourages environmentally-friendly lifestyle. He highlighted that
under Mission LiFE, management of e-waste is one of the seven principles
of a sustainable life. The others being - Save Energy, Save Food, Save
Water, No to Single-Use Plastic, manage Waste and adopt Healthy
Lifestyles.

CB/SAKLEN/0439/HRS

SKS NP-1 19.01.2026
JITENDRA- RDI

Science and Technology Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh today said that
Research Development Innovation (RDI) funding for industry-backed
projects will start by the end of this month. Chairing the Science



Secretaries’ review meeting in New Delhi, Dr Singh said that strengthening
private sector participation in research and development remains a key
objective of the RDI framework. He added that the scheme is intended to
support translational research and facilitate stronger linkages between
public research institutions, startups and industry. During the meeting, the
Minister was also briefed on the progress of the Research, Development
and Innovation scheme which was approved by the Union Cabinet last
year. The Department of Science and Technology has approved the
Technology Development Board and the Biotechnology Industry Research
Assistance Council as the first Second-Level Fund Managers under the
Research, Development and Innovation Fund, a 1 lakh crore rupees
initiative to catalyse private sector-led research and innovation.<>

SHIVANG/SAUMYA/2134 HRS

SJ MP-1
20.01.26

SC - AIR FARE

The Supreme Court said it would interfere with the unpredictable
fluctuations in airfares and flagged the exorbitant rise during festivals.
Hearing a PIL, a bench of Justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep Mehta termed
the exorbitant rise of airfares by airlines as exploitation and asked the
Centre and the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) to file their
replies. A PIL filed to seek binding regulatory guidelines to control the
unpredictable fluctuations in airfare and ancillary charges imposed by
private airlines. The top court listed the matter for further hearing on
February 23 after Additional Solicitor General Anil Kaushik sought time to
file a reply on behalf of the Centre.

<><><<>
VIKAS/NET/0453
SJ MP-I
20.01.2026

BJP - NEW PRESIDENT



Bharatiya Janata Party, BJP Working President Nitin Nabin is set to
become the new President of the Party. Party National Returning Officer,
Dr. K. Laxman announced that only the name of Nitin Nabin was proposed
for the post of National President of BJP. However, the formal
announcement for his election as new National President will be made
today. Dr Laxman informed that all 37 sets of nomination papers were
received in favour of Nitin Nabin for the post of National President. On
scrutiny, all sets of Nomination Papers were found to be duly-filled up in
the required format and were valid.

BJP National President J P Nadda, Union Ministers Amit Shah, Rajnath
Singh, Nitin Gadkari, and other members of the BJP’s Parliamentary Party
Board proposed the name of Nitin Nabin for the post of National President.
BJP National President JP Nadda, Union Ministers Amit Shah, Rajnath
Singh, Nitin Gadkari, and other members of the BJP’s Parliamentary Party
Board proposed the name of Nitin Nabin for the post of National President.

The BJP’s national president is elected by an electoral college
comprising representatives from the party’s national council and state
councils. At present, the post is held by Union Minister Jagat Prakash
Nadda. Mr Nadda was appointed as the BIP’s National Working President in
June 2019 and was later elected unopposed as party president in January
2020, succeeding then President Amit Shah.

<><>CB/ ANUPAM 0450/HRS

S) MP-I
20.01.2026

MEA BRIEFING-PM UAE

India and United Arab Emirates (UAE) have agreed to double bilateral
trade to two hundred billion dollars by 2032. The decision was taken during
the delegation level talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
President of the United Arab Emirates Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan in New Delhi yesterday. During the meeting, several agreements



were also signed in the fields of Defence, Space, Energy and Food Safety
between India and UAE. Briefing Media about the outcomes of the
meeting, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri informed that a letter of intent
was signed to conclude a framework agreement on strategic defence
partnership between both countries. He added that a letter of intent was
also signed on joint initiatives on space infrastructure development and its
commercialisation. Mr Misri noted that both nations also signed sales and
purchase agreement between HPCL India and Adnoc Gas UAE. He said that
India and UAE have agreed for establishment of a supercomputing cluster
in India.

BYTE-VIKRAM MISRI
<https://x.com/ANI/status/2013258854579179588?s=20>

Foreign Secretary also informed that a letter of intent was also signed
on the UAE's participation in the development of special investment region
in Dholera, Gujarat. He added that this is a mega partnership that will look
at the establishment of international airport, pilot training school, smart
urban township, projects related to railway connectivity and energy
infrastructure. He noted that both countries will promote bilateral civil
nuclear cooperation. Mr Misri also informed that First Abu Dhabi bank and
DP world will set up their offices and operations in GIFT city Gujarat.
Foreign Secretary added that House of India will be established in Abu
Dhabi which will be a cultural space consisting of a museum of Indian Art,
Heritage, and Archaeology among others.

BYTE-VIKRAM MISRI
<https://x.com/ANI/status/2013254494424125479?s=20>

SAKLEN/ANUPAM/0448/HRS

SJ MP-I
20.01.2026

VAISHNAW-BULLET TRAIN



Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad Bullet Train project is witnessing steady progress with the
installation of Overhead Electrification masts advancing along the corridor.
In a social media post, Mr Vaishnaw said that the development marks an
important step towards enabling electric traction for India’s first high-speed
rail system and reflects consistent on-ground execution under the ‘Make in
India’ initiative.

PRIYA/0436

SKS NP-II

19.01.2026
REV. NT. WPL - CRICKET RESULT

In Women's Premier League, WPL Cricket, Royal Challengers
Bengaluru defeated Gujarat Giants by 61 runs at BCA Stadium in the first
clash of the Vadodara leg. Put to bat first, Royal Challengers Bengaluru
scored 178 runs for six in the stipulated 20 overs. Gautami Naik was the
top scorer for Bengaluru with 73 runs off 55 balls. While Richa Ghosh
scored 27, skipper Smriti Mandhana made 26 runs. For Gujarat Giants,
skipper Ashleigh Gardner and Kashvee Gautam scalped 2 wickets each.

Chasing a target of 179 runs, Gujarat Giants lost quick 3 early
wickets for 5 runs in just 3 overs. They could manage to score only 117 for
8 in 20 overs. Ashleigh Gardner was the top scorer for the Gujarat Giants
with 54 runs. For Royal Challengers Bengaluru, Sayali Satghare took 3
wickets while Nadine de Klerk scalped 2 wickets. Gautami Naik was
adjudged the Player of the Match.

In tomorrow's fixture, Delhi Capitals will lock horns with Mumbai
Indians at the BCA Stadium, Kotambi, Vadodara. The match will start at
7.30 pm.

The WPL 2026 is being conducted in a two-city format. After
completing the Navi Mumbai leg of the tournament, all five teams have
relocated to Gujarat for the second half of the competition.<>
NET/0028 HRS

SJ::JAIRAJ MP-1
20.01.2026
J&K- WEATHER
The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has warned of two



Western Disturbances likely to impact Jammu and Kashmir and adjoining
areas between January 22 and 28, bringing widespread rain and snowfall,
with heavy precipitation at isolated places. According to the advisory, the
first and more intense system is expected to affect the region from January
22 to 24, with peak activity on January 23. The second disturbance, of
moderate intensity, is likely to influence weather conditions from the night
of January 26 till the forenoon of January 28, with peak impact on January
27. The advisory further warned of the possibility of landslides, mudslides
and gusty winds likely to reach at speeds of 40 to 60 kmph at vulnerable
locations.

The IMD has also cautioned that the weather activity may disrupt
surface and air transport, including traffic on the Jammu-Srinagar National
Highway and other major roads in higher reaches of the Union Territory.
Travelers, tourists and transporters have been advised to plan their
journeys accordingly. People living in snow-bound areas have been asked
to avoid venturing into slippery and avalanche-prone zones. Farmers have
also been advised to suspend irrigation, fertilizer application and chemical
spray activities during the affected period.

N. GULSHAN RAINA/JAMMU/MAIL/0607 HRS.

SJ MP-I1 20.01.2026
SPAIN TRAIN COLLISION

In Spain, at least 40 people have been dead, and many others
injured, following a collision between two high-speed trains in southern
part. According to the rail network operator, the incident happened near
the town of Adamuz, when a high speed train derailed and crashed onto a
neighbouring track. A second train travelling in the opposite direction, also
derailed. Emergency services said, at least 73 people were seriously
injured, as rescue crews continue to remove people trapped in the derailed
carriages. Emergency crews worked through the night to rescue survivors
and recover bodies from the wreckage, which officials described as a mass
of twisted metal. More than 40 people remain hospitalized, some in critical
condition. Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez declared three days of
national mourning as authorities launched an investigation into the cause,
which remains unclear.

NANDINI/NET/0612HRS



