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PM-BONNE

Diplomatic Advisor to French President Emmanuel Macron, Emmanuel
Bonne today called on Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi. In
asocial media post, Mr Modi said, he reaffirmed the strong and trusted
India-France Strategic Partnership, marked by close cooperation across
multiple domains. The Prime Minister said, it is encouraging to see the
collaboration expanding into innovation, technology and education,
especially as it marks the India-France Year of Innovation. Mr Modi and Mr
Bonne also exchanged perspectives on key regional and global issues. Mr
Modi said, he is looking forward to welcome French President Emmanuel
Macron to India soon.

<><>ANUPAM/2103
SHUKLA MP-1 14.01.2026
MAKAR SANKRANTI

Festival of harvest, Makar Sankranti is being celebrated in different
parts of the country today. Makar Sankranti signals the end of winter and
the beginning of longer days. The festival is known with different names in
different parts of the country. It is celebrated as Pongal in Tamil Nadu,
Uttarayan in Gujarat, Bhogali Bihu in Assam and Poush Sangkranti in West
Bengal.

NET/0510

SANJIO EP-I 13-01-2026
VP-LOHRI

Vice-President C P Radhakrishnan today extended his greetings to
the citizens on the occasions of Makar Sankranti, Pongal, Lohri, Magh Bihu,
Kanuma, Uttarayan, Tusu Parab and other harvest festivals. The Vice
President said that these festivals herald the change of seasons, the Sun'’s
northward journey, and the harvest of crops nurtured through months of
dedication and hard work. He said that the festivals reflect country's
enduring civilisational bond with agriculture and nature, and highlight the
unity that underpins our rich diversity.

The Vice President highlighted that nation has undertaken far-
reaching initiatives to strengthen agriculture and improve the lives of
farmers. Mr Radhakrishna said that these efforts reaffirm the nation’s
commitment to placing farmers at the centre of development and



recognising agriculture as a cornerstone of India’s economic and social
progress.

<<<>>> AKSHIT/2053
SHUKLA MP-I 14.01.2026

KERALA-SABARIMALA

In Kerala, the hill shrine of Sabarimala will celebrate Makara Vilakku
festival today, coinciding with Makara Sankrama night, when devotees will
witness the appearance of the Makarajyothi at Ponnambalamedu. Rituals
including the procession with Thiruvabharanam, the sacred ornaments of
Lord Ayyappa, will be held as part of the celebrations. Thousands of
pilgrims have already reached the area and are camping at various
locations. Security has been tightened at the sannidhanam and
Makarajyothi view points, with restrictions imposed on pilgrim movement
during peak hours. Only 30,000 pilgrims will be allowed through virtual
queue today.

CB/Smithy M
Palluruthy/Thiruvananthapruam/MAIL/0524

SANJIO EP-1 13-01-2026
RAJNATH-VETERANS DAY

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will attend the 10th Armed Forces
Veterans’ Day in New Delhi tomorrow.

Armed Forces Veterans’ Day is commemorated on the 14th of
January every year to honour the legacy and service of Field Marshal KM
Cariappa, OBE, the first Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army, who
retired on this day in 1953. Field Marshal KM Cariappa is a towering figure
in India's military history who laid the foundation for an enduring legacy of
service, discipline, and patriotism. The day will be commemorated across
the country at 34 Rajya Sainik Boards in States and Union Territories and
various locations pan-India by 434 Zila Sainik Boards.

<><>ANUPAM/RISHU/2105HRS
SHUKLA MP-1 14.01.2026
DHARMENDRA- NITSER



Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan chaired the 13th Meeting of
the Council of National Institutes of Technology, Science Education and
Research (NITSER) in New Delhi yesterday. During the meeting, Mr
Pradhan reviewed presentations on elevating academic and research
standards, enhancing governance efficiency and further boosting
innovation and entrepreneurship at National Institutes of Technology
(NITs) and Indian Institutes of Engineering Science and Technology
(IIESTs).

The Minister stressed that the curricula provided in these institutes
must be aligned to national priorities and should be industry-centric. He
also suggested the institutes create an industry-led curriculum committee
for developing curriculum based on emerging job roles and 21st century
requirements. He further said that NITs and IIESTs are poised to serve as
vibrant hubs of applied education, research, innovation and future-ready
workforce development. The Minister stated that the country’s premier
technological institutions must also come under an accreditation
framework.

[BYTE- DHARMENDRA PRADHAN IN GNR MAIL]

During the meeting, the council focused on reforms of institutes,
specialized PG/M.Tech programmes, building robust innovation ecosystems
and encouraging the use of Bharatiya Bhashas while adopting artificial
intelligence for multilingual learning.

CB/ANUPAM/ARZOO/NITIKA/0423
SANJIO EP-I 13.01.2026
EVE. JAISHANKAR-BRICS-2026 LOGO

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has said that India
approaches its BRICS Chairship with a *humanity first’ and a ‘people-centric’
approach, inspired by the guidance of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. He
said, India's Chairship theme - "Building for Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation and Sustainability”- reflects its belief that cooperation among
BRICS members can help address shared challenges in a balanced and in
an inclusive manner. Speaking at the launch of logo, theme and website for
the BRICS Summit, Mr. Jaishankar said, the theme underscores the
importance of strengthening capacities, promoting innovation, and



ensuring sustainable development for the benefit of all.
(BYTE- DR S JAISHANKAR)

He said, over the years, BRICS has expanded its agenda and
membership, responding to changing global realities while remaining
focused on people centric development, fostering dialogue, and promoting
practical cooperation. The External Affairs Minister said, the current global
environment presents complex and interlinked challenges. He said,
Geopolitical uncertainties, complicated economic landscapes, climate-
related risks, technological changes, and persistent development gaps
continue to affect countries across regions. Dr Jaishankar said, in this
context, BRICS remains an important forum that encourages dialogue and
cooperation, and practical responses, taking into account national priorities
and different stages of development.

<><><>ANUPAM/BHUPENDRA/SAKLEN/2016

ARMY CHIEF - SHAKSGAM VALLEY

Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi asserted that the 1963 agreement
between China and Pakistan regarding the Shaksgam valley in Jammu and
Kashmir is illegal. Reiterating New Delhi's stance on the Valley, the Army
Chief said, India does not approve of any activities in the Shaksgam Valley.
General Dwivedi said this while replying to a media query on Chinese
Foreign Ministry's Spokesperson comment on Shaksgam Valley. The Army
Chief was addressing a press conference in New Delhi yesterday.

[S/B-UPENDRA DWIVEDI SHAKSGAM-25 SECS]

The Army Chief said, the situation along the Line of Actual Control

(LAC) with China has been stable, but it needs constant vigil.

SHUKLA MP-II 14.01.2026
CRICKET- ODI

In Men’s Cricket, second ODI of three-match series between India
and New Zealand will be played at Niranjan Shah Stadium in Rajkot today.
The match is scheduled to begin at 1.30 pm. Indian team is leading the
series 1-nil as the hosts had won the first ODI by four wickets at Vadodara



on Sunday. The third and final match of the series will be played in Indore
on Sunday.

CB/PARAS/NET/0449



