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SANJIIO EP-I
21-01-2026
CCI- GIRIRAJ SINGH

The Cotton Corporation of India (CCI) has handed over a dividend of
8.89 crore rupees for 2024-25 to Textiles Minister Giriraj Singh in New
Delhi today. The Minister appreciated CCI's performance and highlighted its
key role in ensuring remunerative prices to cotton farmers under the
Minimum Support Price operations, while maintaining stability in the
domestic cotton market.

In a statement, the Ministry of Textiles informed that during 2024-25,
CCI achieved a turnover of over 20 thousand crore rupees, one of the
highest in its history. It added that CCI also played a major role in
promoting certified cotton, producing nearly 97 per cent of Kasturi Cotton
Bharat in the country.

<><>SUPARNA/ISHANI/2059

SANJIO EP-I
21-01-2026
IAF- BAND VANDE MATARAM

The Indian Air Force Band today staged a performance at Central
Park in New Delhi to mark the 150th anniversary of Vande Mataram. The
event witnessed a large gathering who responded enthusiastically to the
patriotic performances. The band rendered India’s national song, Vande
Mataram composed by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee. It also presented AR
Rahman’s popular version and a special Vande Mataram rendition with a
Bombay-style 1980s mix. The programme also featured an instrumental
performance of the iconic Sholay theme.

<><>SUPARNA/ISHANI/1912HRS



NEELAM DP-II

22.01.26
BADMINTON

In Badminton, Indian shuttlers P V Sindhu and Lakshya Sen have
advanced to the quarterfinals of Indonesia Masters tournament today.
Lakshya prevailed over Hong Kong China's Jason Gunawan 21-10 21-11 in
Men's Singles pre-quarterfinals. In Women's Singles, a two-time Olympic-
medallist, Sindhu, notched up a 21-19 21-18 triumph over Line Hojmark
Kjaerfeldt of Denmark in her pre-quarterfinal match. Sindhu will next be up
against tournament top seed and world number four Chen Yu Fei of China.
<><><>

SWATI/PTI/1122

NEELAM DP-1I 22.01.26
INDIA-EU PACT

India and the European Union are set to strengthen their strategic
relationship with the signing of a new Security and Defence Partnership at
the EU-India Summit in New Delhi next week. EU Foreign Policy Chief Kaja
Kallas made the announcement while addressing the European Parliament
at Strasbourg in France last evening. She said, the pact will deepen
cooperation in key areas including maritime security, counter-terrorism,
cyber-defence and maritime domain awareness, with a focus on stability in
the Indo-Pacific region.

(BYTE)

EU foreign policy chief said Europe was ready to deliver a powerful
new agenda with India, noting that the European Union is among India’s
largest trading partners and described the country as indispensable to
Europe’s economic resilience and strategic stability. Ms Kallas said the
agreement reflects a shared commitment to addressing growing global
instability and protecting the rules-based international order. She said, in a
more dangerous world, they will both gain from working closer together.
Ms Kallas added that Europe and India could help anchor stability in the
Indo-Pacific by defending open sea lanes, strengthening maritime domain
awareness and resisting coercion.

SWATI/PTI/NET/1155

NEELAM: KAMINI DP-1



22.01.26
TN- PIYUSH GOYAL

Senior BJP leader and Union Minister Piyush Goyal today met the
General Secretary of the AIADMK and State Opposition leader Edappadi
Palanisamy at his residence in Chennai today. He was accompanied former
State BJP Chief and Union Minister of State Dr.L.Murugan and State BJP
Chief Nainar Nagendran and other State BJP stalwarts. Mr.Piyush Goyal is
in Chennai for holding talks with alliance partners of the NDA as he is also
incharge of Tamilnadu elections. The meeting gains significance as the
AIADMK will lead the NDA alliance for the ensuing elections.The leaders
will be discussing election strategies and allocation of constituencies during
the luncheon meet at E.Palanisamy's house in Chennai. In yesterday's
meeting, AMMK leader TTV Dhinakaran and former Union Minister Dr.
Anbumani Ramadoss met Piyush Goyal and joined the alliance. Talks are
being held with other parties also to become a part of the NDA, as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will be addressing the first public meeting with the
NDA partners on dais tomorrow. All arrangements are being made at
venue of the meeting which will be held at Madurantakam.

<><><>

JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/1141 HRS

US President Donald Trump has praised Prime Minister Narendra Modi at
the World Economic Forum in Davos. Calling Mr Modi a close friend, Mr
Trump expressed confidence that India and the United States would reach
a trade agreement. The remarks come as Washington and New Delhi
continue negotiations aimed at resolving the trade deal standoff. Trump’s
comments struck a notably warm tone amid otherwise strained trade
relations between the two countries. Asked directly about a potential trade
agreement, the US President said they are going to have a good deal.
[S/B-TRUMP-MODI -SECS ]

SHUKLA MP-I 22.01.2026
IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy rainfall
and thunderstorms today in places over Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh,



Gilgit, Baltistan, and Muzaffarabad. Parts of East Rajasthan, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Delhi, and Himachal Pradesh are also expected to experience
thunderstorms and gusty winds today. IMD said that similar conditions will
prevail over the Andaman and Nicobar Islands during the day. According to
the Met Department, there will be no significant change in minimum
temperatures over parts of Central India during the next 2 days. IMD said
that minimum temperatures over Northwest India can witness a gradual
rise by 2-3 degrees Celsius during the next 48 hours.

PRIYA/0715

NEELAM: KAMINI DP-1

22.01.26
JHARKHAND-MAOISTS ENCOUNTER

An encounter broke out between security forces and CPI (Maoist)
insurgents in the dense Saranda forest of Jharkhand’s West Singhbhum
district today morning. The exchange of fire occurred in the Chotanagra
police station area during a search operation by a joint team of CoBRA,
Jharkhand Jaguar and district police, with preliminary reports suggesting
casualties among the Maoists. Following the encounter, the insurgents fled
into the forest and hilly terrain, while security forces have launched
intensive search operations in the area.

Mahvish/Ranchi/MAIL/1107 HRS

SHUKLA MP-I 22.01.2026
HM-ROSHAN SINGH

Union Home Minister Amit Shah paid tribute to freedom fighter
Thakur Roshan Singh on his birth anniversary. In a social media post, Mr
Shah said that with extraordinary bravery and courage, Thakur Roshan
Singh shook the very foundations of British rule and inspired the youth to
organise and take up armed revolution. He noted that through the Kakori
Train Action, the great freedom fighter launched a campaign against the
plunder of the nation’s resources. The Home Minister added that Roshan
Singh continues to be an eternal inspiration for every Indian in the defence
of the motherland.

PRIYA/0717



SANJIO EP-I1
21-01-2026

SC-POLICE BRIEFING

The Supreme Court has asked states to devise an appropriate policy
for media briefing by police after considering the manual prepared by a
senior lawyer assisting it as amicus curiae (friend of the court). A bench of
Justices M M Sundresh and N Kotiswar Singh was hearing a batch of
petitions regarding the modalities followed by the police in conducting
media briefings where a probe is in progress. The top court also directed
the registry to upload the manual on its website within two weeks. Earlier,
in an order on January 15, the bench noted the laborious exercise
undertaken by the amicus, senior advocate Gopal Sankaranarayanan, and
said the police manual had been prepared after taking into account the
perspectives of the Centre and international practices. The 60-page
manual, divided into four parts, said its purpose is to establish a principled,
rights-compatible and investigation-safe framework for communications
between the police, public and media. The top court in 2023 had directed
the Ministry of Home Affairs to prepare a comprehensive manual on media
briefings by police personnel about criminal cases.

<><><>GAURAV/PTI/1944 HRS

SANJIO EP-II 21.01.2026
WORLD'S FIRST BEAUTY-TECH HUB- WEF

The cosmetics major- L'Oreal, announced that it will inaugurate the
world's first beauty-tech hub in Hyderabad in November 2026. The Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of L'Oreal, Nicolas Hieronimus, made the
announcement during Chief Minister- A Revanth Reddy-led 'Telangana
Rising' delegation's meeting on the sidelines of World Economic Forum
2026. This upcoming Global Capability Centre (GCC) will function as
L'Oreal's global innovation, technology, data and supply chain hub,
supporting the company's worldwide digital transformation, Al and
analytics initiatives. L'Oreal's CEO Hieronimus said that the tech solutions
developed from the Hyderabad facility will be supplied to L'Oreal units



across the world. He added that the new hub would strengthen
Hyderabad's growing position as a key global enterprise operations
destination.

<<>>KAUMUDEE/UNI/2055

JEETENDRA:SUSHMA NP-I
21/01/2026
NT INDIA TURKMENISTAN
Secretary (West) in External Affairs Ministry, Sibi George called on
Foreign Minister of Turkmenistan, Rashid Meredov, in Ashgabat today.
External Affairs Ministry said in a social media post that he also held
Foreign Office Consultations with Deputy Foreign Minister Myahri
Byashimova. The discussions covered the full spectrum of bilateral ties and
regional and global issues of mutual interest.
Secretary (West) and Rector of Azadi Turkmen National
Institute of World Languages, Maksat Charyyev, inaugurated a
Hindi Corner at the Azadi National Institute of World Languages.
The initiative will promote Hindi language learning and
strengthen people to people ties , fostering deeper cultural
understanding between India and Turkmenistan.
<><>SUPERNA/ADITYA/0035 HRS



