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REV NEW . DAY PM- RELICS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that wisdom and path shown
by Bhagwan Buddha belong to all of humanity and his sacred relics are not
merely artefacts but part of country's revered heritage. He said, these
relics are inseparable part of its civilisation. Mr. Modi today inaugurated
the Grand International Exposition of Sacred Piprahwa Relics related to
Bhagwan Buddha, titled, The Light and the Lotus: Relics of the Awakened
One at the Rai Pithora Cultural Complex in New Delhi. He also unveiled the



catalogue of this Exposition.
( Byte- Prime Minister )

The Prime Minister said, after a long wait, country's heritage has
returned. He said, from today, the people of the country will be able to
have the sacred darshan of these holy relics of Lord Buddha and receive
his divine blessings. Mr Modi emphasised that India is not only the
custodian of the sacred relics of Lord Buddha, but also a living carrier of
that timeless tradition.

( Byte- Prime Minister )

Speaking about Buddhist heritage, the Prime Minister said, India has
made continuous efforts to contribute to the development of Buddhist
heritage sites across the world. He said, Buddhist sites are being
modernised today and new facilities are being built for the pilgrims. Mr
Modi said that Lord Buddha's teachings are originally in the Pali language
and the effort of his government is to take Pali to the audience in a larger
scale. He said, Pali has been accorded the status of a classical language.

( Byte- Prime Minister )

Discovered in 1898, the Piprahwa relics hold a central place in the
archaeological study of early Buddhism. These are among the earliest and
most historically significant relic deposits directly connected to Bhagwan
Buddha. Archaeological evidence associates the Piprahwa site with ancient
Kapilavastu, widely identified as the place where Bhagwan Buddha spent
his early life prior to renunciation.The Exposition brings together, for the
first time, the Piprahwa relics repatriated after more than a century from
Piprahwa that are preserved in the collections of the National Museum,
New Delhi, and the Indian Museum, Kolkata.

Union Minister of Culture Gajendra Singh Shekhawat said, this
historic event marks the reunification of the Piprahwa gem relics of Lord
Buddha, repatriated after 127 years. He said, it is a matter of inspiration
and pride for the whole country. He said, his Ministry is moving in line with
Prime Minister's vision of development with the preservation of country's
heritage. Mr Shekhawat said that his Ministry is working towards
preservation of country's archaeological and cultural heritage, digitiazing



manuscripts and strengthening country's cultural traditons.
( Byte- Gajendra Singh Sekhawat)

The exposition highlights India’s deep and continuing civilizational
link with the teachings of Lord Buddha and reflects the Prime Minister’s
commitment to preserve country's rich spiritual and cultural heritage. The
recent repatriation of these relics has been achieved through sustained
government effort, institutional cooperation and innovative public-private
partnership.

<><> Akshit/ Anand/1338

GAURAV EP I
3.1.26

VAISHNAW -PANCH PARIVARTAN

Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting Ashwini Vaishnaw
underscored that India has made significant strides in technology, with
major advancements in 4G and 5G networks, semiconductor chips, and
telecom equipment. He said this while participating in the Panch Parivartan
programme organised in memory of Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Shrikant
Shankar Joshi in New Delhi today. The Minister highlighted that the
country’s manufacturing sector has grown substantially, with a strong focus
on producing essential goods. He noted that just 11 years ago, 99 per cent
of mobile phones were imported from abroad, whereas today, 99 per cent
of them are being manufactured in India. He added that the country is now
exporting telecom equipment to other nations.

BYTE-Vaishnaw

Mr Vaishnaw said that with a 5,000-year-old cultural heritage, the spirit of
Panch Parivartan is a refined expression of India’s enduring values. He said
that India remained the world’s largest economic power for nearly 2,000
years since the beginning of organized economic activity. Emphasising that
India must become Viksit Bharat by 2047, the Minister said that the
country’s young population and technological advancements are poised to
make India a significant player on the global stage.

BYTE-Vaishnaw
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SHAH- PHULE TRIBUTE

Home Minister Amit Shah today paid tributes to Savitribai Phule, a
pioneer of women's education and social reforms, on her birth anniversary.
In a social media post, Mr Shah said, Savitribai Phule gave a new direction
to women empowerment by connecting women with the fundamental right
to education. He said that she fought against social evils, established the
country's first school for girls, and ignited the flame of social reform. Mr
Shah said, Savitribai Phule's inspiring life will always remain a guiding light
in nation-building.

<><> Anand/1408
BS DP-1 03/01/2026
NCC- RD CAMP

A total of 2 thousand 406 NCC cadets including 8 hundred 98 girls
from across the country will participate in the National Cadet Corps'
Republic Day Camp 2026. This shows an increase in the number of girl
cadets across all states as compared to previous year. The camp for this
year event was started in 30th of last month.

Addressing a press conference in New Delhi on NCC Republic Day
Camp 2026 today, Director General of NCC, Lieutenant general Virendra
Vats said, 127 cadets from Jammu and Kashmir along with Ladakh and 131
cadets from North East region are participating. He said that cadets and
officers from 25 friendly foreign countries are also scheduled to take part in
the celebrations under the Youth Exchange Programme. During the
Republic Day Parade, the cadets will participate in various activities
including firing and matching contingent which will culminate with Prime
Minister's rally on 28th of this month.

( Byte- Virendra Vats IN MAIL )

Highlighting the strength of NCC, Lieutenant general Virendra Vats



said that NCC cadet's strength has increased from 17 lakh to 20 lakh which
constitutes a 40 percent girl cadet. He also underlined that 75 thousand
cadets participated during Operation Sindoor. During the operation the
cadets were deployed for assisting the civil administration and providing
medical support including voluntary blood donation.

<><> Arzoo 1338

GAURAV EP-1
03/01/2026
PM-VARANASI TOURNAMENT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the 72nd National
Volleyball Tournament in Varanasi tomorrow via video conferencing. Over
1,000 players will compete as part of 58 teams representing various states
and institutions in the tournament, which will be held till the 11th of this
month. The tournament is expected to showcase high standards of
competition, sportsmanship, and talent in Indian volleyball. This
tournament underscores the growing emphasis on strengthening sports
infrastructure and promoting athletic development in the city. It also
further enhances the city’s profile as a hub for major national events,
aligning with its expanding role in hosting significant cultural and sporting
initiatives.
<><>PALLAVI/1625 HRS

BHUPENDRA DP-I 03.01.2026
HOME MINISTER- ANDAMAN

Home Minister Amit Shah today chaired a Parliamentary Consultative
Committee meeting of the Ministry of Home Affairs in Andaman and
Nicobar Islands.The meeting focused on issues regarding national security,
disaster management, cyber security and regional infrastructure.

The Home Minister stressed on pronged strategy involving
convergence, coordination, communication, and capacity to combat cyber
crime. A separate session on the strategic importance of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands was also held.

In the afternoon, Mr Shah will inaugurate an exhibition on Naveen



Nyaya Sanhita at the ITF Ground in Sri Vijaya Puram, formerly Port Blair.
Later, he will also lay the foundation stones for various projects at the
Netaji Stadium.The Home Minister arrived in Andaman and Nicobar Islands
last night on a three-day visit. This is Mr. Shah's second visit to the islands
in less than a month.

<><><>UK BISWAS/NET/1320 HRS

GAURAYV : PAWAN EP-1
03.01.2026

VP- SIDDA DAY

Vice-President C.P.Radhakrishnan has asserted that integrating
traditional Wisdom with Modern Science is important for living a healthy
life. Speaking at the event connected to National Siddha day at Chennai
today, he said that Siddha is a living tradition and not a Relic of the Past.
The Vice-President paid homage to the great sage Agathiyar and
highlighted the enduring relevance of the Siddha system of medicine in
contemporary healthcare.The Vice-President said that traditional health
systems such as Siddha, Ayurveda, Unani and Yoga, under the AYUSH
umbrella are time-tested practices that continue to contribute to the well-
being of millions. He noted that the Siddha system, with its emphasis on
harmony between body, mind and nature, offers a holistic approach to
health, preventive care and lifestyle management that is especially relevant
in an era marked by lifestyle disorders, stress and environmental
challenges. Earlier, Union Minister of State for Ayush, Union Minister of
State for Ayush, health and family welfare Prataprao Jadhav has said that
siddha medicine is an ancient form of treatment. In his address on the
occasion of the 9th Siddha Day, he said that Indian medicine is a form of
scientific and spiritual treatment which can provide remedy to modern
diseases.

<>L<><>

JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/1722 HRS

BHUPENDRA : SAPNA DP-1
03.01.2026



VP-VELLORE VISIT

Vice President CP Radhakrishnan today visited the Golden Temple at
Vellore on the occasion of the 50th birthday of the head priest Shakthi
Amma. In his address today, the Vice President said, this temple is very
special and is one among the two golden temples in the country. He said,
this campus is not only a place of worship but also a place for serving the
people. He appreciated the temple administration for taking up social
welfare schemes to the benefit of the society at large. The event was
attended by Union Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting Dr. L
Murugan and other leaders. Security around the Vellore city was tightened
due to the Vice President's visit.
<><><>JOY/CHENNAI/MAIL/1244 HRS
GAURAYV : PAWAN EP-I
03.01.2026

TELANGANA - MAOIST SURRENDERED

A total 20 Maoists including People’s Liberation Guerrilla Army
Battalion Commander of the banned CPI Maoists has surrendered before
Telangana Director General of Police Shivadhar Reddy in Hyderabad. Along
with Battalion Commander Badse Sukka alias Deva and Telangana
Committee member Kankanala Raji Reddy, 18 other Maoists surrendered. A
total 48 weapons including US -made Colt rifle and Israel made Tavor rifle,
AK -47s, INSAS rifles and SLR rifles among others, huge ammunition of
various calibres and 20.30 lakh rupees in cash have been seized from
them. Speaking on the occasion, the DGP said, CPI Maoist last remaining
fortress has collapsed with this surrender and it sounds the death knell of
PLGA and Telangana State Committee. As part of the rehabilitation
package, the police have announced a reward of a total one crore 81 lakh
90 thousand rupees and handed over 25 thousand rupees each as
immediate assistance.

<>L<><>
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PRAYAGRA]J - MAGH MELA

The 44-day-long Magh Mela commenced today at the Sangam in
Prayagraj with the auspicious bath on Paush Purnima. Devotees began
taking the holy dip early in the morning. According to the Magh Mela
Authority, 21 lakh 50 thousand pilgrims had taken the sacred bath at the
Sangam till 4 PM today. Elaborate security arrangements have been made
across the Mela area. The administration has put in place extensive
arrangements for the convenience of pilgrims. This year, the Mela area has
been spread over 800 hectares and divided into seven sectors. Parking
facilities have been arranged at 42 locations.

For medical emergencies, two hospitals with 20 beds each have been
set up. The Mela area is secured with 17 police stations, 42 police
outposts, and a dedicated police control room. Around 400 CCTV cameras
have been installed. Prayagraj District Magistrate Manish Verma said that
officials are maintaining constant vigil.

(S/B- MANISH VERMA IN GNR MAIL)

To facilitate smooth transportation, 3,800 buses of the Uttar Pradesh
State Road Transport Corporation have been deployed. There will be six
major bathing occasions during the Magh Mela, which will conclude with
the holy bath on Mahashivratri. Uttar Pradesh’s Minister for Culture and
Tourism, Mr. Jaiveer Singh, said that the Magh Mela is not merely a
religious event, but a living expression of the Indian ethos.

<>L<><L<>

ANKITA TIWARI/LUCKNOW/MAIL/1717 HRS

BS DP- 11 03.01.2026
GAZA ASSISTANCE

United Nations has said that more than one million people urgently
need shelter assistance in Gaza. The office of the spokesperson for the UN
Secretary-General has said, humanitarian assistance in Gaza continue to
help the most vulnerable families as harsh winter conditions leave
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians struggling in makeshift tents
damaged by rain, wind and seawater waves.



Meanwhile, UN partners working in water, sanitation and hygiene are
facing challenges in managing solid waste as the gap widens between the
quantity collected and accumulated, due to the inability to reach landfill
sites. According to the UN Development Programme solid waste
management is among the most affected services, with only a few of the
temporary dumping sites accessible and operational.

Meanwhile, Inter-Agency Standing Committee, bringing together UN
entities and their partners has urged the Israeli authorities to reconsider
their plan to ban many international non-governmental organizations from
operating. It pointed out that these organizations are central to
humanitarian operations.

<>L<>>
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