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SANJIO EP-I 12-01-2025
PM-VBYLD 2026

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is attending the concluding session of
Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue (VBYLD) 2026 in New Delhi this
evening. On the occasion, the Prime Minister also visited the exhibition and
interacted with young leaders to know their innovation and ideas. During
the programme, Prime Minister will also release Essay Compilation for



VBYLD 2026, comprising selected essays authored by young participants on
India’s developmental priorities and long-term nation-building goals. The
Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue, now in its second edition, is a
national platform designed to facilitate structured engagement between
India’s youth and national leadership. The Dialogue aligns with the Prime
Minister’s Independence Day call to engage one lakh youth in politics
without political affiliations and provide them a national platform to make
their ideas for Viksit Bharat, a reality. Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue
2026, being held from 9th to 12th January, has witnessed participation
from over 50 lakh youth across the country at various levels. The young
leaders converging at the national-level championship have been selected
through a rigorous, merit-based three-stage selection process, comprising
a nationwide digital quiz, an essay challenge, and state-level vision
presentations.

SAKLEN/1756

SANJIO EP-I 12.01.2026
RABI CROPS-JAN

Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has informed that the
overall coverage of Rabi crops has reached more than 644 lakh hectare
area as of 9th of this month. The Ministry said that Rabi crops have
recorded robust growth, increasing the total area by more than 17 lakh
hectare over the last year. It added that the wheat was sown over 334 lakh
hectare area, while rice was grown in more than 21 lakh hectare area. The
Ministry further said that pulses have been sown over 136 lakh hectare
area, compared to nearly 133 lakh hectare area during the corresponding
period of last year. Meanwhile, Shri Anna and Coarse Cereals have
witnessed sowing of more than 55 lakh hectares. The area cultivated with
Oilseeds crossed over 96 lakh hectares.

<<<>>> ARZOO/SHIVANG/ 1755 HRS

SANJIO 12-01-2025
SHIVRAJ- VBYLD

Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
encouraged young leaders to pursue large goals with commitment and
discipline. Addressing the Viksit Bharat Young Leaders Dialogue today in
New Delhi, the Minister highlighted that dedication, focus, and inner



strength are essential attributes of leadership. He further underscored the
importance of purposeful living and collective responsibility in nation-
building.

During the interaction, young leaders presented their ideas, policy
perspectives, and grassroots innovations across thematic areas, including
Building a Sustainable and Green Viksit Bharat and Enhancing Productivity
through Smart and Sustainable Agriculture.

NITIKA/DRISHTI/1554 HRS

INDIA - GERMANY MoU SIGN

India and Germany today signed 19 key Memoranda of Understanding
(MoUs) and made eight major announcements. It includes a Joint
Declaration of Intent to strengthen bilateral defense industrial cooperation
and the establishment of a Chief Executive Officers’ Forum to bolster trade
and investment.

The MoUs were inked and announcements were made following high-
level meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz at Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar today.

Addressing a joint press conference with Chancellor Merz after the
meeting, Prime Minister Modi said, both nations signed a declaration in
order to strengthen defense industrial cooperation, focused on co-
development and co-production.

[S/B-PM MODI ON DEFENCE-24 SECS]

Mr Modi underscored that the two nations are unanimous in their
fight against terrorism.

The Prime Minister said, the bilateral trade between India and
Germany has reached its highest level ever, surpassing the 50 billion dollar
mark.

Speaking during a media briefing, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
said, Germen Chancellor's visit to India witnessed a significant engagement
between the two countries.

A major highlight was the announcement of visa-free transit for
Indian passport holders through Germany, alongside a new framework for
the recruitment of Indian healthcare professionals.

[S/B-VIKRAM MISRI ON HEALTH CARE-21 SECS]



GAURAV DP-I 12.01.2026
IMD-DAY

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a red colour
warning for dense to very dense fog conditions in Rajasthan today. IMD
also issued an orange alert for dense fog over Himachal Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh today. According to the IMD, dense fog will prevail over Jammu
and Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Punjab, Chandigarh,
Haryana, Rajasthan, Delhi, Bihar, Sub Himalayan West Bengal and Sikkim
during the next two to three days. Meanwhile, the met department has
said that Tamil Nadu, Puducherry and Karaikal are expected to receive
heavy rainfall today.

VISHNU/ARZOO/1326 HRS

GAURAV 12.01.2026
BIRLA - CSPOC

India will host the 28th Conference of Speakers and Presiding
Officers of the Commonwealth (CSPOC) in New Delhi from Wednesday.
The three-day Conference, which will continue till 16th of January, will
bring together Speakers and Presiding Officers from over 60
Commonwealth countries and semi-autonomous Parliaments. Addressing
the media in New Delhi, Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla said, on the first day,
the meeting of the Executive Council will be held. He informed that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Conference on 15th January. Mr
Birla said, various sessions will be held during the Conference on topics
including Use of Artificial Intelligence in Parliament, sharing of best
practices and innovative ideas among the participants, Social media's
impact on Parliamentarians, Enhancing public understanding of Parliament
and Security, health and Wellbeing of MPs.

(Byte - Om Birla)
Anand/1335 HRS

REV. DAY ISRO-PSLV-C62

The 64th mission of the PSLV-C62, carrying an Earth Observation Satellite
(EOS-N1) and 14 other commercial payloads, encountered an anomaly
toward the end of the PS3 stage after its launch from the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre in Sriharikota this morning. ISRO Chairman Dr. V. Narayanan



said that the PSLV is a four-stage launch vehicle with two solid stages and
two liquid stages. He said that the performance of the vehicle up to the
end of the third stage was as expected. However, close to the end of the
third stage, a slightly higher disturbance in the vehicle’s roll rates was
observed, followed by a deviation in the flight path. He added that the data
is currently being analysed. Earlier, the 64th mission lifted off, marking a
crucial flight for the 44.4-metre-tall, four-stage PSLV-C62 rocket. The PSLV
was carrying an Earth observation satellite along with 14 other commercial
payloads for both domestic and overseas customers.

SHAH - YOUTH DAY

Union Home Minister Amit Shah today paid tributes to Swami
Vivekananda on his birth anniversary and extended greetings to all citizens
on National Youth Day. Mr Shah said that Swami Vivekananda’s thoughts,
which convey the message of not stopping until one achieves the goal, are
awakening a sense of duty and patriotism among the youth and are
accelerating the building of a developed India. He said, Swami
Vivekananda connected the youth of the country with India’s knowledge,
tradition, philosophy, and spirituality, and carried its reach to global
platforms. The Minister said that, through the Ramakrishna Mission, Swami
Vivekananda also established ideals of social service.

Pralhad Joshi

India has called for international cooperation to support developing
countries in scaling up renewable energy capacity without compromising
development aspirations. Minister for New and Renewable Energy Pralhad
Joshi made the remarks at 16th IRENA Assembly in Abu Dhabi, UAE
yesterday. The minister noted that the global energy transition will require
unprecedented investment and cooperation. Mr Joshi stated that India
stands ready to share its experience, institutions and technical expertise
and to work closely with all member countries.



