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CAQM DRIVE

The Commission for Air Quality Management in NCR and Adjoining
Areas (CAQM) conducted an inspection drive on 142 road stretches in
Noida. The inspection was done yesterday to assess the status of road
cleaning, mechanical sweeping operations and the overall upkeep of road
stretches under the statutory framework of the extant Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP). Out of the total 142 stretches inspected, only four
showed high visible dust levels, 24 had moderate dust, 66 recorded low
dust intensity and 48 had no visible dust. The Commission said that such
enforcement drives under Operation Clean Air will continue regularly across
the NCR region to ensure strict compliance with statutory directions and
GRAP measures for dust mitigation and prevention of open burning.
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06.01.2026

INDIA ENERGY WEEK

India Energy Week 2026 will be organised in Goa from 27th of this
month. The four days event will bring together government leaders,
industry executives and innovators to advance a secure, sustainable and
affordable energy future. Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry said, the
event will focus on strengthening energy security, catalysing investment
and advancing practical and scalable pathways for decarbonisation. The
delegations from the Americas, Europe, the Middle East, Africa and the



Asia-Pacific region are expected to participate in the programme. According
to the International Energy Agency’s World Energy Outlook 2025, India
alone is projected to account for more than 23 per cent of global
incremental energy demand by 2050, largest for any country. India has
continued to strengthen domestic exploration and infrastructure to
enhance long-term energy security. Petrol retail outlets have expanded
from around 52 thousand in 2014 to over one lakh in 2025.
<><>DIPENDRA/1649 HRS
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6.01.2026
GOYAL - MALNUTRITION

Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal today said
that eliminating malnutrition is essential for building a Viksit Bharat and
securing the country’s long-term social and economic future. Addressing a
CSR Conclave on Nutrition organised by the National Dairy Development
Board in New Delhi, Mr Goyal said that malnutrition is a complex challenge
that requires coordinated action. He said, Corporate Social Responsibility
provides a unique opportunity to link business with social impact,
particularly in addressing malnutrition. He emphasised that the fight
against malnutrition must be pursued as a collective national responsibility,
involving government, corporates, communities and individuals.

(BYTE - Piyush Goyal)

The Minister underscored the central role of the Ministry of Women
and Child Development in addressing the root causes of malnutrition. He
said that ensuring proper nutrition during pregnancy and early childhood is
crucial, as malnutrition often begins even before birth. Mr Goyal noted that
adequate nutrition for pregnant women and children during their formative
years significantly improves long-term health outcomes.

DIPENDRA/1743 HRS
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REV. EC-WB

The Election Commission has issued strict instructions to Chief
Electoral Officer of West Bengal that all notices related to alleged data
inconsistencies or logical discrepancies in the voter list must be



downloaded immediately and delivered to the concerned voters within the
next four to five days in the ongoing special intensive revision, SIR, process
in the state. A clear message has also been given that no negligence in this
work will be tolerated. In response to this directive, the office of the Chief
Electoral Officer of the state has sent notes to all district electoral officers.
It has been stated that starting today, a detailed report must be submitted
daily on how many logical discrepancy notices were served in each
assembly constituency. It is worth mentioning that during the special
intensive revision of the voter list in the state, about 1.36 crore voters’
names initially appeared in the list of data inconsistencies. However, after
subsequent verification and corrections, that number has decreased.
According to the latest figures, the number of voters under the category of
logical discrepancies has come down to around 95 lakh.
<><><><>
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REV. VAISHNAW - AI IMPACT SUMMIT

Union Minister for IT and Information and Broadcasting Ashwani
Vaishnaw has said that Artificial Intelligence, Al, is emerging as a
transformative force across sectors such as healthcare, education,
agriculture, manufacturing, governance, and infrastructure. Mr. Vaishnav
was virtually addressing an Artificial Intelligence Conference held in the
Jaipur. He said that Al is not just a technology of the future but a powerful
tool that is already reshaping human life and work patterns. Mr. Vaishnaw
has announced that the Global AI Impact Summit will be held in India next
month. He said, the Al Impact Summit, which was previously held in the
UK, South Korea, and France, is now being held in India this time. He
added that as part of the preparations of Global AI Summit, regional Al
summits are being held in all states of the country. Mr Vaishnaw informed
that recently, several such summits were held in Meghalaya and Odisha,
and today at Jaipur in Rajasthan. The Minister said that, within the next
year, ten lakh young people and small entrepreneurs will receive Al skills.
Mr Vaishnaw highlighted that India is witnessing an investment of
approximately 70 billion dollars in Al, which is a very significant
investment. This IndiaAI Mission involves several new experiments, new



applications, and new technology development projects.
(Byte - Ashwini Vaishnaw)

The Minister emphasized that the Government is committed to
responsible, inclusive, and ethical use of Al. He said India’s approach
focuses on using technology for social good, ensuring that digital
innovation benefits the common citizen, especially those in rural and
underserved areas.

DR JITENDRA DWIVEDI/ JAIPUR/ MAIL/DIPENDRA/ANAND/

1803 HRS.

GAURAV EP-I
6.01.2026

PRAGATI - SPECIAL STORY

Prime Minister’s flagship platform for Pro-Active Governance and
Timely Implementation, PRAGATI, has marked a significant milestone with
the successful conduct of its 50th meeting. Since its launch by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in 2015, PRAGATI has transformed governance by
enabling real-time monitoring and resolution of key infrastructure projects
and public grievances through direct Prime Ministerial review. The platform
exemplifies cooperative federalism, bringing together the Centre, States,
and Union Ministries on a single digital interface. Over a decade, PRAGATI
has helped accelerate decision-making, resolution of issues causing delay
in key infrastructure projects, and instilled a strong culture of
accountability. Today, in this special series, we take a look on Bogibeel
Rail-cum-Road Bridge over the river Brahmaputra. A report:

(VC HIN DIPENDRA/ENG SUPARNA)

India's longest and Asia’s second longest rail-cum-road
bridge, Bogibeel bridge is the lifeline of the north eastern part of

the country and facilitating connectivity between Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh. The 4.9 kilometre long bridge has boosted

connectivity for around 50 lakh people residing in Upper Assam

and Arunachal Pradesh. The project was sanctioned in 1997-98,
while the work commenced on 21st April, 2002 under the Atal
Bihari Vajpayee-led government. Even after nearly 13 years since
commencement of construction, the Bogibeel Bridge project had
achieved only 72 per cent physical progress while the cost




escalated by five times. The Prime Minister Narendra Modji
reviewed this project in PRAGATI in May 2015. Recognising its

critical role in regional connectivity and national security, the
Prime Minister directed that the project should be taken up in
mission mode. It was only after Prime Minister Modi's
intervention, the pace of work accelerated leading to completion
of the bridge on 25th December, 2018. Cabinet Secretary T V
Somanathan said that PRAGATI has helped commissioning of
critical projects like Bogibeel Rail cum Road Bridge over river
Brahmaputra.

(Byte - T V Somanathan)

The Bogibeel Rail-cum-Road Bridge plays a critical role in
strengthening national security and strategic preparedness in the
eastern region by facilitating swift movement of defence forces
and their equipment. The bridge has also ensured swift
uninterrupted, and all-weather connectivity across the

Brahmaputra. With Dipendra Kumar, Suparna Saikia, Akashvani
News Delhi.
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JITENDRA- CSIR MEETING

Science and Technology Minister Dr Jitendra Singh today said that
scientific programmes must increasingly be assessed and communicated in
terms of their real-world impact, including contribution to employment
generation and societal well-being. The Minister said this while chairing a
high-level review meeting of the Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research, CSIR in New Delhi. During the meeting, Dr Singh highlighted
that focus should be on conveying how laboratory-led innovations are
translating into tangible benefits on the ground. The Minister also stressed
that scientific research must translate into jobs, startups and societal
benefit. Dr Singh also called upon all the 37 laboratories of CSIR across the
country to play a proactive role in showcasing their achievements by



engaging directly with media, stakeholders, industry, and local
communities.
<><>RISHU/SUPARNA/1833
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J&K-VAISHNO DEVI

In Jammu and Kashmir, over 70 lakh pilgrims paid obeisance at the
holy cave shrine of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi atop Trikuta Hills in Reasi
district during 2025, reflecting the shrine’s enduring spiritual appeal and
sustained footfall throughout the year. Akashvani Jammu Correspondent
reports that the heavy rush of devotees continues unabated, particularly
during peak periods. Comprehensive arrangements are in place, including
effective crowd management, enhanced sanitation, medical facilities, and
robust security measures.

<><><><>
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