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REV PM MODI - FTA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said conclusion of the
India-EU Free Trade Agreement today marks a significant
milestone in India - EU relations. In a social media post, Mr Modi
thanked all the leaders of Europe over the years for their
constructive spirit and commitment in making this possible. He
noted that this agreement will deepen economic ties, create
opportunities for people and strengthen the India-Europe
partnership for a prosperous future.
In a series of social media posts, Mr Modi said this landmark deal between
the second largest and fourth largest economies of the world promises to
create unprecedented opportunities and open new avenues of growth as
well as cooperation. He added that this deal will benefit the entire global
community. The Prime Minister said the agreement would help create
quality jobs in key sectors, enable further mobility for the youth,
professional talent, students and researchers and unlock the potential of
the digital age. He said the trade deal will foster innovation and strengthen
economic ties for mutual growth. Mr Modi highlighted that together, India
and the EU are moving ahead with trust and ambition towards a
prosperous as well as sustainable future. Prime Minister Modi said the FTA
reflects the shared resolve to shape a stable, prosperous and future-ready
economic relationship. Prime Minister Modi said today is a day that will be
remembered forever, and marked indelibly in history. He added that this is
a milestone in India-EU relations which will strengthen economic ties,
create jobs for youth, opportunities for businesses, foster shared
prosperity, and build stronger global supply chains.
<><>Suparna/1715 hrs
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ALL PARTY MEETING

Government today convened the all Party Meeting ahead of the
Budget Session of Parliament at the Parliament House Annexe. Union
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh chaired the meeting. Leader of the House
in Rajya Sabha ] P Nadda, Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju,
Ministers of State for Parliamentary Affairs Arjun Ram Meghwal and Dr L
Murugan were present at the occasion. Congress leader Jairam Ramesh,



Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam Leader Tiruchi Shiva, Trinmool Congess
leader Sagarika Ghose, Samajwadi Party MP Ramgopal Yadav attended the
meeting among others. The budget Session of Parliament will begin
tomorrow and will continue till the 2nd of April with one break. Speaking to
the media after the meeting, Union Parliamentry Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
said that the first part of the Budget Session will have motion of thanks on
President's address, later discussion on Budget will be held in both the
houses. Mr Rijiju requested all the parties to cooperate in running the
session smoothly.
Byte- Kiren Rijiju (NSD AIR)
<><>AKSHIT/AMAN/1524 HRS
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INDUSTRY REAX- INDIA-EU FTA

Indian industry bodies have welcomed India-European Union free
trade agreement. Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) has lauded the
announcement and said that the agreement represents a strategic
breakthrough in the country’s global trade engagement and significantly
deepens the partnership between them. In a statement, Director General
of CII Chandrajit Banerjee said that the partnership between two major
economies and democracies account for nearly 25 percent of global GDP.
He said, unprecedented preferential access secured for over 99 percent of
Indian exports through the agreement is a game-changer for Indian
industry.

Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, FICCI has
congratulated the government for advancing this agreement of strategic
scale and long-term significance. The body said, the European Union
represents the most expansive and high-potential market covered under
the country's recent FTA engagements, opening new avenues for deeper
economic collaboration. In a statement, President of FICCI Anant Goenka
saidthe FTA is poised to unlock substantial untapped trade and investment
opportunities, enabling deeper market access, stronger value-chain
integration,and enhanced export competitiveness across manufacturing
and high-value sectors.

Further, the Federation of Indian Export Organisations, FIEO, has
also applauded the historic announcement of the conclusion of the India-
European Union Free Trade Agreement. The export body said that the



conclusion of the FTA marks a defining milestone in thecountry’s global
economic journey and stands as a testament to the Government’s
unwavering commitment to trade-led growth, economic reforms, and
globalintegration. President of FIEO, S C Ralhan in a statement said the
agreement reinforces India and the European Union as trusted and reliable
partners committed to open markets, predictability, and inclusive growth.
He expressed hope that the agreement will open unprecedented market
access for Indian exporters across goods and services, particularly
empowering labour-intensive sectors,MSMEs, women entrepreneurs,
artisans, and youth.
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U19 WORLD CUP 2026- TARGET

In the Men’s Under-19 Cricket World Cup, chasing a target of 353
runs, Zimbabwe were for in overs against India in
the Super Six stage match at Queens Sports Club, Bulawayo, when the
reports last came in. Put into bat first, India scored 352 for 8 in stipulated
50 overs.
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PRADHAN- UGC REGULATION

The Government has assured that the new University Grants
Commission (UGC) guidelines are to address caste-based discrimination on
campuses and it will not be misused. Talking to media, Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan today said that this is the responsibility of Centre,
State governments and UGC, to ensure no misuse of the law in the name
of discrimination. The Minister said that the matter is under the supervision
of the Supreme Court and all actions will be carried out within the ambit of
the Constitution.



BYTE- DHARMENDRA PRADHAN
<https://x.com/ANI/status/2016082348807426135?s=20>

Earlier in a regulation issued on 13th of this month, the UGC stated
that higher education institutions are required to set up Equal Opportunity
Centres, Equity Committees, grievance redressal systems and round the
clock helplines to address caste based or any form of discrimination.
According to the Government, these measures aim to create safer, more
inclusive learning environments for all students and to strengthen anti-
discrimination framework.
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BRAHMAPUTRA-BOAT CAPSIZE

In Assam, seven passengers, mostly women and children, feared
missing a overloaded country boat capsized in the Brahmaputra River. The
boat was operating between Rahampur and Barhola Chenga in Assam's
Barpeta district today. Rescue operations involving SDRF and fishermen are
underway to trace and rescue the missing persons.

<>Aminul Haque
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