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India will gain zero-duty access of 100 percent goods exports to New
Zealand, after the successful conclusion of Landmark Free Trade
Agreement Negotiations (FTA) between two countries. The FTA enhances
market access and tariff preferences for Indian exports to New Zealand,
while serving as a gateway to the wider Oceania and Pacific Island
markets. The Free Trade Agreement will significantly strengthen the
investment partnership between the two countries. As part of the
Agreement, New Zealand has committed to facilitate investments of 20
billion US dollar into India over the next fifteen years.

Briefing media in New Delhi,Union Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goel said that the FTA will build various opportunities for the
farmers, entrepreneurs, students, Women and the innovators by building
trade.

[S/B - PIYUSH /-DAIRY FARMER BENEFIT - 29 SECS ]
<><><>
Rabi crops have been sown in over five hundred 80 lakh hectares this year
till date which is more than around eight lakh hectares during the
corresponding period last year. The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare has released the progress of area coverage under Rabi crops as of
the 19th of this month. The Ministry said that more than 301 lakh hectares
area coverage has been reported under Wheat as compared to 300 lakh
hectares during the corresponding period last year. It added that pulses
coverage stands at over 126 lakh hectares, while rice recording a
significant rise of more than 13 lakh hectare.
<><><>
In Women's Cricket, second T20 game of the five-match series between
India and Sri Lanka will be played in Visakhapatnam today. The match is
scheduled to begin at 7 pm local time. The hosts have taken 1-0 lead in
the series.

<><><>
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IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast cold day
conditions at isolated places over Bihar today. IMD predicted Dense to Very
Dense Fog very likely at isolated places over Punjab. The Weather agency
further predicted dense fog at isolated places over Haryana, Delhi,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Muzaffarabad, Nagaland,



Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya,
Bihar, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

Meanwhile, the air quality in Delhi-NCR is in the severe category.
According to the Central Pollution Control Board, the average Air Quality
Index (AQI) of the National Capital was recorded at 414 as of 7 AM today.

AKSHIT/0755

NEELAM DP-I

23.12.2025
NATIONAL FARMERS' DAY

National Farmers' Day is being observed across the nation today. The

day honours the contributions of farmers to the nation's growth and
development. This day marks the birth anniversary of former Prime
Minister Chaudhary Charan Singh, renowned for his deep understanding of
rural issues and unwavering advocacy for farmers’ welfare. The day is
observed to honour the country's farmers’ unwavering dedication and
recognise their pivotal role in shaping the nation’s progress.
Union Agriculture and Farmer Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan paid
tributes to Chaudhary Charan Singh, on his birthday anniversary. He said,
Chaudhary Charan Singh dedicated his entire life to the welfare of farmers
and his ideas will always remain relevant in building a developed and self-
reliant India.

On National Farmers’ Day, Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution Minister Pralhad Joshi extended his heartfelt gratitude to the
country's annadatas. In a social media post, Mr Joshi said that their tireless
hard work, resilience and dedication not only feed the nation but also
strengthen the soul of the country. The Minister said, the nation remains
forever grateful to its farmers, the true backbone of the country.

Recognizing the vital role of farmers, the government has taken
several initiatives to support their socio-economic upliftment and ensure
sustainable agricultural growth. These programmes include the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi, Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, and
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Maandhan Yojana. India’s agricultural sector,
employing nearly half of the nation’s population, remains a cornerstone of
the country’s economy and a key driver of nation-building.

<><>DIPENDRA/1055
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PESA-MAHOTSAV

The Ministry of Panchayati Raj has begun the two-day PESA
Mahotsav in Visakhapatnam today to mark the anniversary of the
Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996. The celebrations will
conclude tomorrow.

The PESA Act seeks to empower tribal communities by extending
Panchayati Raj institutions to Scheduled Areas and strengthening the role
of Gram Sabhas in local self-governance. The Mahotsav is being organised
to create awareness about the Act and to improve the capacity of Gram
Panchayats in these areas.

Addressing the media, Union Ministry of Panchayati Raj Joint
Secretary Mukta Shekhar said the event reflects the Government of India’s
commitment to community-led governance and tribal empowerment. She
said the Mahotsav provides a platform to highlight tribal culture and the
role of Gram Sabhas in local development.

As part of the inaugural activities, the PESA Mahotsav mascot
“Krishna Jinka” was unveiled, and PESA Run T-shirts and caps were
released.

Around 1,500 participants from 10 states are taking part in the
Mahotsav. The programme includes sports events such as kabaddi,
archery, traditional tribal games and a PESA Run. Demonstration games
with the participation of tribal communities Az

re also being conducted.

Cultural programmes reflecting tribal traditions from different states
are being held during the event. Exhibitions featuring tribal food products,
handicrafts and artworks have also been arranged at the venue.

ALLU MURALI/VIJAYAWADA/ MAIL/ 0735

DK DP-I 23.12.2025
PM - CHARAN SINGH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today paid tributes to the former Prime
Minister, Bharat Ratna Chaudhary Charan Singh, on his birthday
anniversary. In a social media post, Mr Modi said that Chaudhary Charan
Singh dedicated his life to the welfare of the deprived sections of society as
well as to the progress of agriculture and the prosperity of farmers. The
Prime Minister said, a grateful nation can never forget his contributions to



nation-building.
<><>DIPENDRA/0951
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PREZ-IB ENDOWMENT LECTURE (EARLY)

President Droupadi Murmu has said that Intelligence Bureau has
been playing a stellar role in providing security to the countrymen and
assuring unity and integrity of the nation. Delivering the 38th Intelligence
Bureau Centenary Endowment Lecture in New Delhi today, the President
said, during the last decade the security agencies like Intelligence Bureau
have neutralised numerous threats within the country.

(BYTE : PRESIDENT DROUPADI MURMU)

The President expressed her deep appreciation for the exceptional
contribution made by the Intelligence Bureau for the internal security of
the country. She said, Intelligence Bureau is an agency of invisible heros.

(BYTE : PRESIDENT DROUPADI MURMU)

Union Home Minister Amit Shah, Minister of State for Home Bandi
Sanjay Kumar, Home Secretary Govind Mohan were present at the
occasion.

In his welcome address, Director of Intelligence Bureau Tapan Kumar
Deka said, the Intelligence Bureau has always been at the forefront in
strengthening the country's internal security. Intelligence Bureau officials
have been instrumental in identifying and addressing numerous challenges
that pose a threat to national security.

(BYTE : Director Intelligence Bureau )
<><>ANUPAM/MAIL/1159 HRS
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23.12.2025
CHOUHAN - G RAM G

Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has said that an allocation of over one lakh fifty-one thousand
crore rupees has been proposed under the Viksit Bharat: G RAM G scheme
to ensure adequate funding for employment generation and comprehensive
rural development. In a video message, the Minister said that the workers
are now legally guaranteed 125 days of employment instead of 100 days.
He said that a deliberate attempt is being made to mislead the nation once
again in the name of MGNREGA. He added that the scheme is a



progressive step forward from MGNREGA. The Minister said, the provision
for unemployment allowance in case of non-availability of work has also
been further strengthened. Mr Singh highlighted that the scheme focuses
on water conservation, rural infrastructure works, livelihood-based
activities, and disaster prevention measures to build developed, self-reliant,
poverty-free and employment-oriented villages.

(Byte - Shivraj Singh Chouhan)
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