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MODI ETHIOPIA VISIT (EARLY)
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address the session of the



parliament of Ethiopia in a short while from now. Prime Minister is on two
day visit to the African country.

India and Ethiopia have elevated their historical ties to a strategic
partnership, as Prime Minister Narendra Modi held wide-ranging talks with
his Ethiopian counterpart, Abiy Ahmed Ali, in Addis Ababa yesterday. The
two leaders discussed issues of bilateral and mutual interest. The two
countries also signed eight MoUs/agreements, including upgrading ties to
‘Strategic Partnership’, customs cooperation, establishing a data centre at
the Ethiopian Foreign Ministry, UN Peacekeeping training cooperation, debt
restructuring under G20, more ICCR scholarships and AI short courses for
Ethiopians.

Talking about the outcomes of the bilateral talks Sudhakar Dalela,
Secretary of MEA said that the elevation of the bilateral relations to statistic
ties is going to give new dimensions to the ages old relations between
India and Ethiopia.

BYTE--

He further added that India and Ethiopia are particularly keen about
association in education and digital public infrastructure sector.
BYTE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was conferred with Ethiopia's highest
award 'The Great Honour Nishan of Ethiopia' by his Ethiopian counterpart
Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali. The award was conferred upon Prime Minister Modi in
a special ceremony hosted at the Addis International Convention Centre in
Addis Ababa the capital of Ethiopia for his exceptional contribution towards
strengthening India-Ethiopia partnership and for his visionary leadership as
a global statesman.

During the delegation-level talks, Prime Minister Modi said elevating
India and Ethiopia relations to a strategic partnership will provide new
energy, new momentum and new depth to our ties.

SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI [ADDIS ABABA
ETHIOPIA/MAIL/1157HRS
NEELAM :: SUSHMAA DP-II 17.12.25

PM VISIT OMAN

India and Oman are celebrating 70 years of diplomatic relations and
centuries old personal relations. Prime Minister Narendra Modi's two-day
visit to Muscat, Oman, starting from today evening, will further strengthen
their ties to work together for more development.



Both the nations condemn terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations and are connected with each other to fight this menace.
Strategically also both are very crucial to each other.

Speaking to Akakshvani Correspondent in Muscat, the Indian
Ambassador to Oman, GV Srinivas said both the countries are tolerant
nations and give full respect to all the religions.

(Ambassador Byte on Terrorism)

The joint statement during the state visit of Sultan of Oman, Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik to India in December 2023, while condemning the
terrorism, had also agreed that there cannot be any justification for any act
of terror for any reason whatsoever. They had affirmed their commitment
to enhancing cooperation to combat this menace. We have more from our
correspondent covering the PM’s visit to Oman:

(VC-RAJESH BALI /MUSCAT)

Indian Ambassador GV Srinivas said that the strategic
element of the collaboration between the three-armed forces of
both the Nations - Army, Navy and Air Force is extremely high.

(BYTE STRATEGY - AMB. GV SRINIVAS)

Meanwhile, the visit of the Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
Oman, starting from today evening, would see interactions with
the Sultan of Oman on various issues of mutual interest. After
landing here, he will be welcomed by the Indian community. The
Prime Minister will be meeting with business leaders from both
the countries tomorrow _and will also _interact with the Indian
community members living here for the last many generations.
This is Rajesh Bali for Akashvani News from Muscat,
Oman.<><><>

RAJESH BALI /MUSCAT, OMAN/MAIL/1127 HRS.
NEELAM DP-I
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NADDA WISH-PM

Union Health Minister and Senior BJP leader Jagat Prakash Nadda has
congratulated Prime Minister Narendra Modi on being conferred with
Ethiopia’s highest honour, the ‘Great Honour Nishan of Ethiopia’. In a social
media post, Mr Nadda said that it is a moment of great honour for 1.4



billion Indians. He added that this 28th international honour reflects the
world's trust in Prime Minister Modi’s leadership and highlights India’s rising
stature on the world stage. The Minister further noted that the
achievement stands as a strong symbol of the enduring friendship and
deepening ties between India and Ethiopia.

PRIYA/1049 HRS

NEELAM DP-1 17.12.2025
SHAH- PM WISH

Union Home Minister Amit Shah today congratulated Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on being bestowed with Ethiopia’s highest award, the Great
Honour Nishan of Ethiopia. In a social media post, Mr Shah highlighted it is
the 28th accolade to Prime Minister Modi's statesmanship by a foreign
nation, signifying Bharat's rising stature in global diplomacy. The Minister
termed it a moment of pride for every Indian and said that this honour will
remain a milestone in the friendship between India and Ethiopia.
<><>ROHAN/ARZOO/1142 HRS

SHUKLA MP-11 17.12.2025
BHUTAN NATIONAL DAY

Prime Minister of Bhutan Tshering Tobgay has greeted people of
Bhutan as the country celebrates its 118th National Day. In a social media
post, Prime Minister Tobgay said he is joining the celebration which
honours the visionary leadership of their Kings and the unity and values
that make their country special. This day marks the coronation of the first
king of Bhutan, Ugyen Wangchuck, in the year 1907. The day is observed
with grand celebrations, cultural programs, and displays of national pride.

AISHWARYA/NET/0705

NEELAM DP-I 17.12.2025
JAISHANKAR - BHUTAN

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today extended his wishes to
Bhutan's Foreign Minister Lyonpo D N Dhungyel and the people of Bhutan
on their National Day, Gyalyong Diichen. In a social media post, Dr
Jaishankar noted that India remains committed to the continued
development of the special and unique partnership between the two



countries.
<><>ROHAN/PRIYA/1035 HRS

SHUKLA :: AARTI MP-1 17.12.2025
VB-G RAM G BILL

The Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission
(Gramin) or VB-G RAM G Bill, 2025, introduced Lok Sabha has proposed a
statutory guarantee of 125 days of wage employment annually for rural
families. The Bill was introduced by Union Minister for Rural Development
and Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Shivraj Singh Chauhan yesterday.
Presenting the Bill, he said the government remains committed to the
welfare of the poor and the holistic development of villages, in line with
Mahatma Gandhi’s vision of self-reliant and developed rural communities.
Mr Chouhan said the Centre has committed to spending over 95 thousand
crore rupees on the proposed initiative. The minister said the Bill goes
beyond employment generation and aims at comprehensive village
development. He noted that earlier employment schemes such as the
Jawahar Rozgar Yojana existed, but budgetary allocations for rural welfare
were often uneven, leaving several panchayats underdeveloped. To
address this, the Bill proposes grading of panchayats and allocation of
more work to those that are less developed and underperforming.
Referring to MGNREGA, Mr Chauhan said that while the previous UPA
government spent 2.13 lakh crore rupees on the scheme, the current
government has spent over 8.53 lakh crore rupees on welfare schemes for
the poor and has worked to strengthen employment guarantees. He said
the new Bill enhances the employment guarantee from 100 days to 125
days, backed by a provision of more than 1.51 lakh crore rupees.
Agencies/CB/0641

SHUKLA MP-I 17.12.2025
IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast cold wave
conditions at isolated places over North Interior Karnataka, Telangana and
West Madhya Pradesh today. According to IMD, Dense to very Dense fog
conditions are likely to prevail at isolated pockets of Uttar Pradesh and East
Madhya Pradesh. dense fog is expected at isolated pockets of West
Rajasthan, Punjab, Uttarakhand, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi and Himachal
Pradesh. Similar conditions are also expected in Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura and Odisha.



Meanwhile, air quality in Delhi-NCR has shown a marginal
improvement but continues to remain in the very poor category. According
to the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), the average Air Quality
Index (AQI) in the national capital stood at 329 as of 7 AM today,
improving from the earlier severe levels.

<><>AMAN/0726

NEELAM DP-I 17.12.2025
NCB-CONFERENCE

The Director General of Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) Anurag Garg
has emphasized strengthening coordination and intelligence sharing with
State Anti-Narcotics Task Forces and identifying media influencers to create
awareness agdainst drug use. Interacting with the zonal directors during
NCB’s third Zonal Directors’ Conference, he said that targeting drug
trafficking networks is the bureau’s top priority. He underlined stringent
action against ghettos, identification of narco-offenders operating from
prisons, and persons involved in Hawala of drug money. He also stressed
on ensuring quality investigation and prosecution for convictions. The 3rd
Zonal Directors' Conference focused on Artificial Intelligence-driven
efficiency and zonal performance review. The conference concluded
yesterday in New Delhi with a renewed resolve for a Drug Free India.

PRIYA/1135 HRS

JEETENDRA NP-II 16.12.2025
CRICKET- IND SA T201

In men’s cricket, India will face South Africa in the fourth T20
International match of the series at the Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Ekana Cricket Stadium, in Lucknow tomorrow evening. The
match will begin at 7 PM. India, currently leading 2-1 in the five match
T20I series and will look to seal the series and take an 3-1 lead against the
Proteas.The fifth and final match is scheduled at the Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad on Friday. Meanwhile, Indian all-rounder Axar Patel
was ruled out of the remaining two T20I matches of the five-match series
against South Africa due to iliness, the Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) said yesterday. The BCCI said in its statement that the star all-
rounder will be with the Indian side in Lucknow and that Patel will undergo



further medical assessment. In place of Axar Patel, the BCCI Men's
Selection Committee named Shahbaz Ahmed as his replacement for the

remaining T20I matches against South Africa in Lucknow and Ahmedabad.
NET/2242HRS



