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PM-WB ASSAM VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit West Bengal today. During his



visit, Prime Minister will lay the foundation stone and inaugurate two National
Highway projects worth around 3,200 crores rupees at Ranaghat in Nadia
district. Mr Modi will also address the gathering. The projects will serve as a
vital connecting link between Kolkata and Siliguri. They will help to reduce
travel time by approximately two hours, ensuring faster and smoother
movement of vehicles.
<><><>

From West Bengal, Prime Minister Narendra Modi will travel to Assam
this afternoon for a two-day visit. During the visit, Mr Modi will inaugurate
and lay the foundation stone of development projects worth around 15,600
crore rupees in the state. On the first day today, the Prime Minister will
inaugurate the state-of-the-art Bamboo Orchids Terminal Building at
Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airport in Guwahati. Spread over
nearly 1.4 lakh square metres, the new terminal is designed to handle up to
1.3 crore passengers annually. The terminal reflects Assam’s biodiversity and
cultural heritage, inspired by the theme “Bamboo Orchids”.
GAURAV EP-I 19.12.2025
PM-WHO

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today highlighted that restoring balance
is not just a global cause but a global urgency. Addressing the gathering at
WHO Global Summit on Traditional Medicine in New Delhi, Mr Modi said that
yoga has shown the whole world the path to health, balance and harmony.
He said that with the efforts of India and the cooperation of more than 175
countries, 21st June was declared International Day of Yoga by the United
Nations. He said that over the years, everyone have seen yoga reaching
every corner of the world.
BYTE-PM

Mr Modi said, the growing ease of resources and facilities without
physical exertion is giving rise to unexpected challenges for human health.
He said, traditional healthcare must look beyond immediate needs and it is
everyone's collective responsibility to prepare for the future as well.
BYTE-PM

The Prime Minister said, It is India’s privilege and a matter of pride that
the WHO Global Centre for Traditional Medicine has been established in
Jamnagar. He said, the inauguration of the WHO South-East Asia Regional
Office in Delhi marks another milestone. Mr Modi said, offered as a humble
gift from India, this global hub will advance research, strengthen regulation,
and foster capacity building. Emphasizing that India is focusing on



partnerships of healing across the world, Prime Minister Modi shared two
significant collaborations. He said, first is the establishment of a Centre of
Excellence for BIMSTEC countries, covering South and South-East Asia and
the second is a collaboration with Japan aimed at integrating science,
traditional practices, and health.

BYTE-PM

On the occasion, Prime Minister along with DG WHO Dr. Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus inaugurated the new WHO-South East Asia Regional
Office complex in Delhi, which will also house the WHO India Country Office,
marking a significant milestone in India’s partnership with the World Health
Organization. The Prime Minister also released the WHO technical report on
training in Yoga and the Book From Roots to Global Reach: 11 Years of
Transformation in Ayush.

Director General of World Health Organization Dr Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus said, India has shown that tradition, innovation and science can
advance together.

(Byte : DG WHO)

Union Health and Family Welfare Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda said,
India is committed to take traditional medicine to new heights.

(Byte : J P Nadda)

Union Minister for AYUSH Prataprao Jadhav said, AYUSH system of
medicine is not just therapy but a way of life.

(Byte : Prataprao Jadhav)
<>ANUPAM/PALLAVI/SUPARNA/1953 HRS
SWATI MP-I 20.12.2025

VP-TELANGANA-MP

Vice-President CP Radhakrishnan will embark on a two-day visit to
Telangana and Madhya Pradesh beginning today. On the first day of his visit
today, the Vice-President will be the Chief Guest at the valedictory function of
National Conference of Chairpersons of Public Service Commissions at Ramoji
Film City in Hyderabad. Tomorrow, Mr Radhakrishnan will participate as the
Chief Guest at the World Meditation Day Celebrations at Heartfulness Global
Headquarters, Kanha Shanti Vanam in Nandigama. Later, the Vice-President
will visit Indore in Madhya Pradesh to participate in the Birth Centenary
Celebrations of Atal Bihari Vajpayee being organised by the Atal Foundation.
<><><>
CB/RISHU/PALLAVI/0554 HRS



SWATI MP-1 20.12.2025

SHAH-CREDAI CONCLAVE

Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah has highlighted that
substantial progress has been made over the past 11 years in developing
next-generation infrastructure. Mr Shah made these remarks while
addressing the Confederation of Real Estate Developers’ Associations of India
(CREDAI) National Conclave 2025 in New Delhi yesterday. The Minister said,
several flagship initiatives including National Infrastructure Pipeline,
Bharatmala, Sagarmala, and Parvatmala have significantly strengthened
urban development and laid out a clear roadmap to position India among the
world's leading infrastructure countries. He added that these initiatives have
delivered positive and tangible results.

(S/B: AMIT SHAH)
https://x.com/AmitShah/status/2001991765621133339)

The Minister further stated that the government is pursuing an
ambitious and forward-looking approach to urban development, with a
strong emphasis on responsible real estate development. He urged
developers and industry bodies to work together towards a shared vision of
sustainable and responsible growth.

(S/B: AMIT SHAH)
<https://x.com/AmitShah/status/2001991765621133339>)

The Union Home Minister said, the country’s urban population is
projected to reach about 50 per cent by 2047, and hence the responsibility of
providing housing largely rests with developers. Mr Shah further highlighted
Real Estate Regulatory Authority was a structural breakthrough in reforming
the sector, which is now recognized worldwide. Mr. Shah said, RERA has
done commendable work in India towards protecting the interests of
homebuyers, ensuring fair transactions, and guaranteeing quality
construction, and that it has been adopted by 35 states and Union Territories.
He also highlighted that Real Estate Sector has benefitted the most from the
next generation GST Reforms.

<><><>CB/ANKIT/RISHU/0420 HRS

BAIG: AK NP-I 19.12.2025

GOVT ADVISORY-AIRLINES FOG

Government has directed airlines to strictly comply with passenger
facilitation norms and ensure adequate staffing at airports amid flight



disruptions caused by fog and low-visibility conditions. In an office
memorandum issued today, the Civil Aviation Ministry stressed mandatory
compliance with passenger facilitation requirements during fog-related
disruptions. The ministry said passengers must be provided timely and
accurate information on flight status, along with meals and refreshments
during extended delays, and rebooking or refunds in case of cancellations. It
also made it clear that boarding should not be denied after timely check-in.

Where adverse weather prevents operations despite reasonable
efforts, airlines must clearly inform passengers about the nature of the
disruption and the measures being undertaken, the ministry said. It added
that appropriate passenger entitlements must be extended. Airlines have
also been instructed to ensure adequate staffing and operational readiness,
particularly at airport helpdesks during fog-affected hours, especially early
mornings and late evenings. The ministry further said that clear
communication regarding connecting flights, baggage handling, and the care
of unaccompanied minors shall be ensured.

<><>BAIG/PTI/NET/0258

BAIG: AK NP-I 19.12.2025
NAGPUR-ACCIDENT

In Maharashtra, six persons were killed and nine others injured after a
water tank collapsed at an industrial unit on the outskirts of Nagpur city
today. A police official confirmed that the incident occurred at Avaada Electro
Private Limited, a solar panel manufacturing factory located in the MIDC
Butibori area. Three workers died on the spot after being trapped under the
debris, while three others who were rushed to hospital later succumbed to
their injuries, the official said. Expressing grief over the incident, Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis announced that the state government will
provide an ex-gratia amount of five lakh rupees each to the next of kin of the
deceased. In addition, the company has agreed to pay 30 lakh rupees each to
the families of those who lost their lives. Mr. Fadnavis added that he is in
touch with the Nagpur district collector, who is coordinating with the
concerned agencies to ensure relief measures and follow-up action.



<><>BAIG/PTI/0249

GAURAV EP-1 19.12.2025
AFGHAN-MIGRANTS

More than 5,700 Afghan refugees were repatriated from Pakistan and
Iran in a single day yesterday. Sharing a report on migrants’ issues on X,
Taliban Deputy Spokesperson Mullah Hamdullah Fitrat stated that 1,084
families returned to Afghanistan. He informed that many of them received
humanitarian aid and SIM cards as they returned through Herat, Helmand,
Nangarhar, Nimroz and Kandahar border crossings. The UN and other
humanitarian organisations have urged Pakistan to ensure that any returns
are voluntary and in accordance with international obligations. They warned
that mass repatriations can put pressure on housing, services, and livelihoods
in Afghanistan.

<<>>TRIPTI/IANS/ 2056 HRS

BAIG::RZ NP-II 19.12.2025
NEPAL-ELECTION ORIDNANCE

Nepal's President, Ramchandra Paudel, issued the House of
Representatives,HoR Member Election (First Amendment) Ordinance 2082
today. The ordinance was issued on the recommendation of the Council of
Ministers, in accordance with Article 114(1) of the Constitution, the
President’s Office spokesperson Pradeep Kumar said. The amendment
updates Nepal’s existing House of Representatives Member Election Act,
2074. It has been introduced ahead of the general election scheduled for 5th
March next year to adjust election laws with changing demographics and
streamline election arrangements.

The ordinance modifies Schedule-1 of the Election Act, which sets
proportional representation quotas for different communities based on
population data from the 2021 National Census. This includes quotas for
Dalit, Indigenous Peoples or Aadivasi Janajati, Khas Arya, Madheshi, Tharu,
and Muslim communities.

<>L<>L<><L>
SWETA SINGH/ KATHMANDU/ MAIL/ 2327 HRS.



BAIG: AK NP-II 19-12-25

JAPAN-NON NUCLEAR

The Japanese government has reiterated its commitment to
non-nuclear policies rejecting remarks by a security official suggesting the
country should possess nuclear weapons. Japan's Chief Cabinet Secretary
Minoru Kihara said in a press conference today that the government remains
committed to the Three Non-Nuclear Principles, which prohibit possessing,
producing or hosting nuclear arms. Lawmakers from both the ruling and
opposition parties have demanded replacing the official, whose remarks
came at a time when Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi is said to be
considering a review of the non-nuclear principles.

<<>> TRIPTI/IANS/2338
SWATI MP-I11 20.12.2025

T20-CRICKET

In Men’s Cricket, India defeated South Africa by 30 runs in the fifth and
final T20 International to clinch the series 3-1 in Ahmedabad last night. Put
into bat, India posted 231 for the loss of five wcikets in 20 overs. Tilak Varma
with 73 runs and Hardik Pandya with 63 made valuable contribution. Hardik
smashed a fifty in just 16 balls, becoming the second-fastest Indian to reach
the milestone. For South Africa, Corbin Bosch took two wickets, while Ottneil
Baartman and George Linde claimed one each.

Chasing a target of 232 runs, the visitors were restricted to 201 for the
loss of eight wickets in 20 overs. Quinton de Kock with 65 runs was the
top-scorer for Proteas. For the hosts, Varun Chakravarthy claimed a
four-wicket haul.

Hardik was named player of the Match. Varun was adjudged Player of
the Series.

The fourth T20 was abandoned due to foggy conditions in Lucknow
earlier this week. <><><>

CB/BAIG/NET/0442



