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GAURAV EP-I
01.12.2025
RABI CROPS-NOV DATA

The government said that Rabi crops have been sown across over
393 lakh hectare area as of the 28th of November, this year. The Ministry
of Agriculture in a statement said that over 87.01 lakh hectare area
coverage under Pulses has been reported compared to 85.06 lakh hectare
area during the corresponding period of last year. The Department of
Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare today released the progress report on
area coverage under Rabi crop. Shri Anna and Coarse Cereals were
cultivated in more than 29.06 lakh hectares, compared to 26.58 lakh in
November last year. The area sown with Oilseeds crossed over 80.53 lakh
hectares.

PRIYA/2031 HRS

SHUKLA MP-I 02.12.2025
INDIA CHAIR IDEA

India has been invited for the first time to chair the International
Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA). On
behalf of India, Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Gyanesh Kumar will
assume the Chairship of International IDEA at Stockholm in Sweden
tomorrow. Over India's chairship, CEC Gyanesh Kumar said that today
entire world knows and acknowledges the successful conduct of free, fair
and transparent elections in India. He further said that it is a moment of
great pride for all the citizens and election workers of India.

[BYTE - CEC GYANESH KUMAR
https://x.com/ECISVEEP/status/1995469830309167142]



Established in 1995, International IDEA, is an inter-governmental
organisation with a current membership of 37 countries, including United
States and Japan as Observers. International IDEA also holds an observer
status in the United Nations General Assembly since 2003. India is a
founding member of International IDEA and has participated actively in
governance processes and collaborated on electoral research, capacity
building and training programmes.

CHIRAG/ANI/NET/0517

SHUKLA MP-I
02.12.2025

ATAL PENSION YOJANA

The Atal Pension Yojana (APY) has crossed 8.34 crore enrolments.
This was stated by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in a reply to a
question in Lok Sabha yesterday. Women constitute 48 percent of the total
subscribers, reflecting significant participation from female beneficiaries
across the country.

Launched in May 2015, APY aims to build a universal social security
system for citizens, particularly workers in the unorganised sector. The
scheme is open to individuals aged 18 to 40 years who have a savings
bank or post-office account. Subscribers receive pension benefits after
turning 60, and benefits are expected to begin disbursal from 2035
onward.

The Finance Minister informed the House that multiple initiatives by
the Government and the Pension Fund Regulatory and Development
Authority (PFRDA) have accelerated awareness and adoption of the
scheme. These include regular advertisements across print, electronic and
social media, availability of scheme brochures in 13 vernacular languages,
and virtual capacity-building programmes for banking correspondents, self-
help groups and other field personnel.

Awareness campaigns have also been supported by several
institutions including NABARD, NCFE, National Rural Livelihood Mission and
State Rural Livelihood Missions. In addition, digital channels such as
internet banking, mobile apps and bank portals have eased online



onboarding for APY subscribers.

The scheme is being implemented through the Department of Posts
and a wide network of banks — including public sector banks, private
banks, regional rural banks, small finance banks and cooperative banks —
registered as Points of Presence under PFRDA. Financial inclusion drives
aimed at pension saturation were recently held nationwide in partnership
with banks and state-level banking committees.

DD NEWS/PIB/0507

SHUKLA::ANJALI MP-1 02.12.2025
NAVY - OPERATION DEMO

In connection with Naval Day, the full dress rehearsal for tomorrow's
naval power display was held yesterday evening in Thiruvananthapuram.
The main Naval exercise, with President Droupadi Murmu as chief guest,
will take place tomorrow from 4:30 PM onward. More from our
correspondent:

[V/C - SMITHY M. PALLURUTHY]

The pride of the nation, INS Vikrant drew the most public
attention during the full dress rehearsal conducted on Monday
evening at Shankhumukham. Excitement soared as fighter aircraft
took off from the aircraft carrier, captivating the large crowd that
had gathered to witness the rehearsal. Another highlight that
received loud applause was the demonstration of rescue and
defense operations carried out during a mock ship-wreck
situation. Navy personnel descended from a helicopter using
ropes, reaching rescue boats and proceeding to the ship to
perform evacuation procedures. The sequence was presented so
realistically that it resembled an actual emergency
operation. Following the impressive display of sailboats and
fighter jet manoeuvres, the event concluded with the Naval
parade, showcasing the discipline and strength of the Indian
Navy.The grand Naval Day power display will be held tomorrow in

the presence of President Droupadi Murmu.Smithy M Palluruthy,
Akashvani News, Thiruvananthapuram

SMITHY M
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SHUKLA MP-I
02.12.2025
PM-SRI LANKA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a telephonic conversation with the
President of Sri Lanka Anura Kumara Dissanayake yesterday and assured
him India’s continued support to Sri Lanka under the ongoing Operation
Sagar Bandhu in providing rescue and relief to distressed persons. Mr Modi
assured that India, in line with its Vision MAHASAGAR and its established
position as the First Responder, will continue to extend all necessary
assistance in the coming days as Sri Lanka undertakes rehabilitation
efforts, resumes public services, and works toward restoring livelihoods
across the impacted regions. During the conversation, President
Dissanayake also conveyed his deep gratitude for India’s assistance in the
wake of the disaster and appreciated the swift deployment of rescue teams
and relief material. He also conveyed the appreciation of the people of Sri
Lanka for India’s timely and effective response efforts. The Prime Minister
also expressed his condolences on the loss of lives and widespread
devastation in Sri Lanka in the wake of Cyclone Ditwah. He conveyed that
the people of India stand in firm solidarity and support with the people of
Sri Lanka in this hour of need.

CB/SAKLEN/0422

SHUKLA MP-I 02.12.2025
PM- KHALEDA ZIA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has expressed concern over the health
of Bangladesh's former prime minister Begum Khaleda Zia and extended
his prayers and wishes for her speedy recovery. In a social media post, Mr
Modi said, the former Bangladesh Prime Minister has contributed to the
country's public life for many years. Prime Minister Modi added that India
stands ready to extend all possible support, in whatever way it can.

CB/ARZ0O0O/0400



GAURAV EPI 01-12-2025
JAISHANKAR - THAILAND

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today said India values
Thailand as a long time friend apart from being an important maritime
neighbour. In his opening remarks at meeting with his Thailand counerpart
Sihasak Phuangketkeow in New Delhi, Dr Jaishankar said India and
Thailand have historically shared close and friendly ties. He highlighted that
India's ‘Act East' Policy has found a match in Thailand’s Act West Policy.
The External Affairs Minister expressed condolences on the passing away
of Queen Mother of Thailand, Queen Sirikit. He opined that a regular
exchange of views on pressing issues is very useful given the rapidly
evolving geo-political and geo-economic environment which impacts both
India and Thailand. India-Thailand ties were elevated to a Strategic
Partnership during the visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Bangkok in
April this year for the BIMSTEC Summit and for his Official Visit. Several
agreements including in the fields of handloom and handicrafts, digital
technologies, MSMEs, and maritime heritage were signed on that occasion.
<><>Suparna/2057 hrs

GAURAV EP-I
01-12-2025

REV. PM EXCELLENCE AWARDS

The Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions
said that 2035 nominations were received under Prime Minister’s
Awards this year. The Ministry added that the awards aim to recognize
the contribution of civil servants across the country. It further said that the
PM’s Awards will consist of Trophy, Scroll and an incentive of twenty lakh
rupees to be utilized for implementation of projects or bridging resource
gaps in any area of public welfare. The awards are scheduled to be
conferred by the Prime Minister on 21st April next year on the occasion of
Civil Services Day in New Delhi.

<><>NITIKA/DRISHTI/SHIVANG/2031 HRS



