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SHUKLA::ANJALI MP-II 18.12.2025
PM-OMAN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in Muscat yesterday evening on
a two-day visit to Oman in the last leg of his three-nation tour. He reached
Oman after completing his successful visits to Jordan and Ethiopia. At the
Muscat airport, Mr Modi was received by Oman’s Deputy Prime Minister for
Defence Affairs, Sayyid Shihab bin Tarik Al Said. They had discussions on
strengthening India-Oman cooperation in various fields and advancing the
strategic partnership. The Prime Minister is visiting the friendly nation on
the invitation of the Head of State of the Sultanate of Oman, Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik. Today, a history will be created when India and Oman



will sign the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), a
Free Trade Agreement. It will be signed by Union Minister of Commerce
and Industry, Piyush Goyal and his Oman counterpart Minister of
Commerce, Industry and Investment Promotion, Qais Al Yousef in the
presence of the Sultan of Oman and Prime Minister Modi. In a social media
post, Mr Modi said, Oman is a land of enduring friendship and deep
historical connections with India. He said this visit offers an opportunity to
explore new avenues of collaboration and add fresh momentum to the
partnership between the two countries. Our correspondent covering the
Prime Minisetr’s visit to Oman has filed this report:
(CAPSULE - RAJESH BALI)

"After reaching at the hotel in Muscatl, the Prime Minister
was accorded a warm welcome by the members of India diaspora

including children who presented various dances, like Omani
Traditional Dance, Blend of Indian classical - Kuchipudi and
Kathak, Rajasthan’s Ghoomer, Karnataka’s Folk Dance - Yakshana

and others. The members of the Indian community both young
and old, cheered Prime Minister Modi with 'Bharat Mata Ki Jai and

'Vande Mataram’,
(Cheering atmosphere sounds)
(Bytes of community members:)

During his two-day visit, besides meeting the Sultan of Oman
at_his palace, the Prime Minister will address business leaders
from both countries at a business forum. He will also be
interacting with students and members of the Indian community.
Interestingly many Indian students in Oman _also listens to the
Prime Minister’s 'Pariksha Pe Charcha’ to distress themselves.
(Byte of a student:)

This visit is of great significance as it will further deepen ties
with a longstanding and historical partner especially in the year
when India and Oman are celebrating the 70th anniversary of the
establishment of their diplomatic relations. This is Rajesh Bali for
Akashvani News from Muscat Oman. "<>

RAJESH BALI/OMAN/MAIL/0417
SHUKLA MP-1 18.12.2025
JADHAV - WHO GLOBAL SUMMIT
The second WHO Global Summit on Traditional Medicine began at



Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi yesterday. Addressing the event, Ayush
Minister, Prataprao Jadhav, highlighted India’s long-standing experience in
traditional medicine and emphasised the importance of strengthening
research, quality standards, and global cooperation. He noted that this
collaboration, which began in 2016, represents a key milestone in
advancing traditional medicine at the global level.

Mr Jadhav also underscored India’s expanding international
cooperation through education, research and capacity building, supported
by scholarships, global collaborations and digital platforms such as the
Ayush Grid.

[ SB - Prataprao Jadhav ]

Meanwhile, WHO Director-General Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
reaffirmed the organization’s commitment to uniting the wisdom of
millennia with modern science and technology. Dr Tedros highlighted the
importance of building bridges between science and tradition, and between
knowledge and lived experience.

[ SB - Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus ]

As a central feature of the Summit, an Ayush Expo is being organised
to showcase India’s Ayush systems including Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani,
Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa, and Homoeopathy alongside traditional medicine
practices from around the world. Dr Tedros noted that the World Health
Assembly has adopted the WHO Global Traditional Medicine Strategy 2025-
2034 and highlighted the establishment of the WHO Global Centre for
Traditional Medicine in India to translate the strategy into action.

Significant scientific initiatives are expected to be announced at the
Summit along with new global commitments aimed at promoting the safe,
effective, and evidence-based use of traditional medicine worldwide. The
theme of the summit is Restoring balance The science and practice of
health and well-being.
https://www.youtube.com/live/Z52rVMILZrs?si=PoleoZI3XB1R7
VKb
CB/ISHANI/ADARSH/0400

SHUKLA MP-1 18.12.2025
AYUSH SECRETARY- WHO SUMMIT

AYUSH Secretary Vaidya Rajesh Kotecha said that around 25 health
ministers from more than 100 WHO member countries are participating in
the Second World Health Organization Global Summit on Traditional



Medicine. He said that Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend the
concluding session of the summit. Highlighting India’s leadership role in the
global promotion of traditional medicine, the secretary said that India has
offered its expertise to partner countries in developing regulatory
frameworks for traditional medicine, along with support in capacity
building, education and research. He also informed that bilateral meetings
are being held with around 16 countries as part of the summit. Mr Kotecha
said that a country-to-country Memorandum of Understanding will be
signed with Tanzania during the summit.

BYTE- VAIDYA RAJESH KOTECHA
https://x.com/ians_india/status/2001299026361327995?s=20

CB/SAUMYA/0408
SANJIO EP-I 17.12.2025

VP- GURU TEGH BAHADUR

Vice-President C. P. Radhakrishnan today described Guru Tegh
Bahadur as a universal symbol of supreme sacrifice and moral courage. Mr
Radhakrishnan said this while addressing an Interfaith Conclave to
commemorate the 350th martyrdom anniversary of Guru Tegh Bahadur in
New Delhi. He noted that the Sikh Guru always stood for justice and
protected the persecuted. The Vice President further said that India is
leading the world by offering solutions to complex global challenges. He
added that the Prime Minister has given global voice to the Upanishadic
ideal of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, which reflects the nation’s civilizational
wisdom.

<><>ARZOO/PRIYA/1933HRS

SHUKLA::ANJALI MP-1 18.12.2025

JPC MEETING

The meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Committee on One Nation
One Election legislations was held under the Chairmanship of BJP MP P P
Chaudhary in New Delhi yesterday. The Committee is examining the
Constitution (One Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024 and



the Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024. First Deputy Managing
Director of the International Monetary Fund, Gita Gopinath and Member,
Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister Sanjeev Sanyal also
participated in the meeting and shared their views in this regard.
Anand/MAIL/0547

SHUKLA MP-1I 18.12.2025
MEN'S CRICKET

In Men’s Cricket, the fourth T20 International between India and
South Africa was abandoned due to extreme fog at the Ekana Stadium in
Lucknow last night. After conducting several inspections, the umpires
decided to call off the match. As a result, India retain their 2-1 series lead.
The hosts, led by Suryakumar Yadav will look to seal the series and take an
3-1 lead against the Proteas. The fifth and final match is scheduled to be
held at the Narendra Modi Stadium in Ahmedabad tomorrow.

SANYUKTA/NET/IANS/0510

TELANGANA PANCHAYAT ELECTIONS:

In Telangana, the ruling Congress-supported candidates continued their
winning streak in the third and final phase of Gram Panchayat elections for
the posts of Sarpanch and ward members. The final phase recorded 85.77
per cent polling yesterday. Overall, the elections witnessed as many as
1204 sarpanch and 25 thousand 551 ward members getting elected
unanimously while the State Election Commission notified a total of 12
thousand 728 Sarpanch posts and 1 lakh 12 thousand 242 Ward Member
posts. The elections were held in three phases during this month. Barring
stray incidents of clashes between ruling Congress and BRS cadre in some
districts, polling was by and large peaceful. Altogether, the Congress-
supported candidates won over 6 thousand Sarpanch posts followed by
BRS supported nominees winning over 3 thousand posts and BJP-backed
candidates clinched over 600 Sarpanch posts with Independents and others
winning over 15 hundred.



