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GAURAV EP-1 10.12.2025
UNESCO-DIWALI (FOR PARIKRAMA)

Deepavali, one of India’s foremost cultural and spiritual festivals, has
been included in the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation’s (UNESCO) Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity today. This announcement came during the 20th Session of
the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee held at the Red Fort in New
Delhi. A report:

V/C- AMAN

After the formal announcement cultural celebration began in
the plenary hall which included folk dances from across the
country, waving of the Indian Flag and Chanting of Slogans like
Bharat Mata ki Jai and Jai Shri Ram.

(S/B- Ambience NSD AIR GROUP)

Addressing the International Delegates, Union Minister of
Culture and Tourism Gajendra Singh Shekhawat said this is an
emotional moment for every Indian. He said that Deepavali is not
just celebrated but it is felt, lived and absorbed across the
generations. Mr Shekhawat highlighted that this recognition is
not merely an honour but a responsibility to ensure that

Deepawali remains as a living heritage.
BYTE - GAJENDRA SINGH SHEKHAWAT

<<https://x.com/qgssjodhpur/status/1998628982334570769?s=
20>>

Mr Shekhawat also acknowledged the role of the Indian
Diaspora whose celebrations across Southeast Asia, Africa, the
Gulf. Europe, and the Caribbean have carried the message of
Deepavali across continents and strengthened cultural bridges.
UNESCO's inscription acknowledges Deepavali as a living heritage
that strengthens social bonds, supports traditional craftsmanship,
reinforces values of generosity and wellbeing, and contributes
meaningfully to several Sustainable Development Goals, including

livelihood enhancement gender equality, cultural education and
community welfare. For Parikrama, Aman Yadav, Delhi




<><>AMAN/1454

SB DP-1 10-12-
2025
VP-DEEPAVALI

Vice President CP Radhakrishnan has welcomed UNESCO's decision to
inscribe Deepavali on the Intangible Cultural Heritage list today. In a social
media post, Mr Radhakrishnan said that this global recognition is a
profound moment of pride for every citizen of the country. He said that
Deepavali is not just a festival but a civilisational phenomenon that unites
the nation and resonates across the world. The Vice President noted that
the festival embodies India’s multiculturalism, pluralism and social unity,
while conveying a timeless message of hope, harmony, and the triumph of
light over darkness. Mr Radhakrishnan added that this recognition
celebrates India’s rich cultural heritage and its enduring message for
humanity.

SHIVANG/1303 HRS

SB DP-1 10-12-
2025

PM-DEEPAVALI UNESCO

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that people in India and
across the world are thrilled with the inclusion of Deepavali in UNESCO's
Intangible Cultural Heritage List today. In a social media post, Mr Modi
stated that Deepavali is deeply connected to India’s culture and ethos and
called the festival the soul of the country’s civilisation. He added that the
festival symbolises illumination and righteousness, and its addition to the
UNESCO list will further enhance its global recognition and popularity. The
Prime Minister wished that the ideals of Prabhu Shri Ram continue to guide
humanity for eternity.

SHIVANG/1301HRS

GAURAV EP-I
10.12.2025



REV. ADB - INDIA GROWTH

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has raised its growth
forecast for India to 7.2 percent, up from 6.5 percent, for the financial year
2025-26, according to its Asia and Pacific Growth Outlook report. This
marks an increase of 0.7 percentage points after the country registered
robust growth in the July-to-September quarter and prospects for a
stronger fiscal year. Meanwhile, the multilateral development bank has
kept its FY 2026-27 forecast unchanged at 6.5 percent. ADB has
projected the region's economy to expand by 5.1 percent this
year, compared with a 4.8 percent forecast in September, lifted by
stronger-than-expected growth in India.

<><>INTEKHAB/AYUSHI/ANI/1742 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
10.12.2025

REV. SHAH, NADDA - DEEPAVALI

Home Minister Amit Shah and Union Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda
today expressed happiness with Deepavali’s inclusion in UNESCO's
Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage. In a social media post,
Mr Shah this recognition signifies the importance of India’s ancient cultural
ethos even in the modern era. Meanwhile, Mr Nadda said that this is a
moment of pride and emotion. He added that recognition is a tribute to the
country's history and cultural heritage.

On the occaison, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said
the inscription of ‘Deepavali’ in the UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage of Humanity is a recognition of the festival’s immense
cultural, religious and spiritual significance. He also highlighted
its role in bringing people together.

<><>AMAN/ROHAN/1531 HRS

GAURAV:: KAMINI EPP
10.12.2025

RS - VANDE MATARAM
The Rajya Sabha has resumed the discussion on the 150th



Anniversary of the National Song Vande Mataram. Union Home Minister
Amit Shah had initiated the discussion on Vande Mataram yesterday.

Participating in the discussion, Jairam Ramesh of Congress alleged
that this discussion on Vande Mataram was aimed at discrediting
Jawaharlal Nehru. He said, in every session of Congress this national song
was recited.

Sandosh Kumar of CPI said that the song Vande Mataram was
inspirational for thousands of the freedom fighters and leaders like Bhagat
Singh, Chandrashekhar Azad, Khudiram Bose. He said it is on the soul of
the nation and still inspiring everyone. Debashish Samantaray of BID said,
vande Mataram song was the voice to free India. The discussion is
underway. <><>DIPENDRA/ANUPAM/1458 HRS

GAURAV:: KAMINI EPP

10.12.2025

EVE LS - ELECTION REFORMS

The Lok Sabha has resumed the discussion on election reforms.
Participating in the discussion, Congress leader K C Venugopal said, the right to
vote is a fundamental principle of democracy. He alleged that the Election
Commission is becoming partisan. Mr Venugopal also alleged that just before the
2024 Lok Sabha election, the accounts of the Congress party were frozen citing a
delay in filing income tax returns. He also spoke about the large-scale deletion of
voters in Bihar.

BJP leader Ravi Shankar Prasad said, whenever the Opposition loses, they
raise questions about the electoral process. He said, even after so many rallies in
Bihar by Congress and criticizing the SIR, it only managed to win just a few seats
in assembly polls. Mr Prasad said, there is a need for introspection for Congress
party and their allies and they should not point to the Election Commission.
Shatabdi Roy of Trinamool Congress alleged that SIR is being conducted to
harass people and it is politically motivated. She also alleged that BLOs are losing
lives due to the exercise in West Bengal. Ms Roy said, if Bangladeshis and
Rohingyas are entering India, then it's the failure of the Government. Dimple
Yadav of Samajwadi Party said, that Election Commission should be impartial.
She alleged the Poll Body is working on behest of the Government.

Union Minister and Apna Dal (S) Leader Anupriya Patel said, SIR
is an important issue to identify those who are living illegally in the
county. She said Congress is trying to hide its defeat in the elections



by raising the issue in the Parliament. She also alleged that the
opposition is supporting the infiltrators to undermine the functioning
of the Election Commission.

Kangana Ranaut of BJP said the opposition did not let the house
work and resorted to all kinds of tricks to disrupt on SIR. She said Modi
government is working for the poor and the farmers.

Mian Altaf Ahmad of the National Conference said that the
Election Commission should take every step to ensure that every part
of the electoral process is clean. He said, the Election Commission
should ensure that innocent people should not die because of
unnecessary pressure. Vijay Kumar Hansdak of JMM said, several
parties had approached the Commission about lapses in the electoral
process with proof. He said, but no action was taken on their
complaints. Congress MP Mohammad Jawed alleged that SIR in Bihar
was systemic institutional rigging. Manish Tewari of Congress had
initiated the discussion in the lower House yesterday.

<><> ANUPAM/SANJEEV/1459

GAURAYV:: KAVITA EPP

10.12.2025
LS - WOMEN SAFETY

Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that the safety of
women is given top priority in the Indian Railways. In a written reply to a
question in Lok Sabha today, Mr Vaishnaw said, Railway has taken several
steps in coordination with GRP for safety and security of women
passengers. He said, under Meri Saheli initiative, focused attention has
been provided for the security of women passengers travelling alone by
long distance trains for their entire journey. Mr Vaishnaw said, surveillance
is kept through CCTV cameras provided in a number of coaches and
Railway Stations. The Minister said, drives are conducted against entry of
male passengers into the compartment reserved for women and legal
action is taken against the offenders.

<>DIPENDRA/1536

GAURAV EP-1
10.12.2025
MEA-US REPRESENTATIVE



Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri met U.S. Deputy Trade Representative
Rick Switzer. Ministry of External Affairs said that the leaders discussed the
strong India-U.S. economic and technology partnership, ongoing trade
negotiations, and opportunities to boost two-way trade and resilient supply
chains.
<><>RISHU/1535 HRS

SB DP-I
10-12-2025
PM-YMYR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today called upon citizens to take part
in the Your Money, Your Right movement. Sharing a LinkedIn post, the
Prime Minister said that it is a chance for citizens to convert a forgotten
financial asset into a new opportunity. He added that the initiative aims at
enabling people to reclaim their unclaimed deposits, insurance proceeds,
dividends, and other financial assets.

<><>RISHU/PRIYA/1305HRS

GAURAV:: MEENU EPP
10.12.2025

LS - ODOP

Over one thousand two hundred products from 775 districts across
the country have been identified under One District One Product (ODOP)
initiative. The initiative aims to select a brand, and promote at least one
product from each district of the country for enabling holistic growth across
all regions. Minister of State for Development of North Eastern Region Dr.
Sukanta Majumdar said this in a written reply to a question in Lok Sabha
today. He said, several steps have been undertaken for promotion and
exports of all ODOP products. These include, facilitating participation in
domestic exhibitions and regular capacity building initiatives in
collaboration with various agencies. <><>DIPENDRA/1617

GAURAV:: MEENU EPP



10.12.2025

RS-NIRBHAYA FUND

The Centre has allocated more than 33 hundred crore rupees into the
Nirbhaya Fund for the last five years. Minister of State for Women and
Child Development Savitri Thakur informed this in a written reply to a
question in the Rajya Sabha today. The Central Government has
established the Nirbhaya Fund, aimed at enhancing the safety and security
for women and girls in the country. The Minister said that under the
Framework for Nirbhaya Fund, an Empowered Committee of officers has
been constituted under the chairpersonship of Secretary, Ministry of
Women and Child Development. She said that depending on the
requirements for the year and taking into account the balance amount
already available in the Public Account of Nirbhaya Fund.
<>AKSHIT/1558

GAURAV:: MEENU EPP
10.12.2025

LS - COMMUNITY RADIO

A total of 212 new Community Radio Stations have been established
under the supporting community radio movement during the last five year.
Government is implementing this scheme with an outlay of 50 crore
rupees, which is designed to strengthen existing and new Community
Radio Stations. In a written reply to a question in Lok Sabha today,
Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting Dr L Murugan said, out
of the total new radio station, 35 have been established in Uttar Pradesh.
Dr Murugan said, financial assistance has also been provided to 31 existing
Community Radio Stations in the country during the last five year.<>
<><>DIPENDRA/1556 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
10.12.2025
COURT - INDIGO
The Delhi High Court today questioned the Central government as to
why the situation that led to the cancellation of a humber of flights by
IndiGo precipitated. The court appreciating the steps taken by the Ministry
of Civil Aviation and the DGCA asked that how such a situation was allowed



to precipitate as lakhs of passengers stranded at airports across the
country. The high court said besides trouble and harassment caused to the
stranded passengers, the question is of the losses caused to the country's
economy. A bench of Chief Justice Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya and Justice
Tushar Rao Gedela also asked how other airlines could take advantage of
the crisis situation and charge hefty sums for tickets from the passengers.
The bench directed that by the next date of hearing, 22nd of the next
month, report of the inquiry committee should be submitted to the court in
a sealed cover, if complete.

<<<>>> SANJIO/PTI/1728 HRS



