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GAURAV : AK EP-1

13.12.2025

J&K- SHRINE BOARD SADHANA KAKSH

In Jammu and Kashmir in a significant initiative aimed at further
enriching the spiritual ambience and facilitating deeper devotional
engagement among devotees, the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
(SMVDSB) has established and dedicated a ‘Sadhana Kaksh’ (Meditation
Hall) amidst Vedic chanting at Bhawan area. Located in the lower
basement of the Ram Mandir along the exit cave route at Bhawan, the
‘Sadhana Kaksh’ has been developed with emphasis on simplicity and
devotional sanctity. Spread over an area of approximately 15 hundred
square feet, the facility can accommodate about 160-170 devotees at a
time. Special care has been taken to maintain silence and sanctity within
the Kaksh (hall), ensuring an atmosphere of calm and spiritual focus.
<><><>

N. Gulshan Raina/Jammu/MAIL/1756 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 13.12.2025
JITENDRA SINGH - RDI FUND

Science and Technology Minister, Dr. Jitendra Singh today described
the Research, Development, and Innovation (RDI) Fund as a catalyst to
empower the private-sector led innovation. Addressing the RDI Fund
Outreach Programme in New Delhi, the Minister said the initiative is a
global first in public financing for private-sector innovation. The one lakh
crore rupee RDI fund offers unsecured loans without any collateral or
guarantees, coupled with a minimal interest rate of less than 3 per cent.

The Minister said that this framework reflects the Government’s
courage, conviction and deep trust in India’s innovators. He added that the
Fund is part of a wider national ecosystem that includes missions in Al,
semiconductors, quantum technologies, cyber-physical systems, MedTech,
clean energy, along with space and nuclear sectors. Dr Singh also noted
that it will significantly strengthen the innovation value chain, seamlessly
supporting the journey from discovery and development to large-scale



deployment.
<><><>ARZ00/1806 HRS
GAURAV : AK EP-I 13.12.2025

EVE.CHHATTISGARH-AMIT SHAH

Union Home Minister Amit Shah today addressed the closing
ceremony of the Bastar Olympics in Jagdalpur city of Chhattisgarh. He said
that by the time the next Bastar Olympics is held, not only the Bastar
region of Chhattisgarh but the entire country will be free from Naxalism.
He added that the Government has also resolved to make the Bastar
division the most developed tribal region in the country over the next five
years. He said that basic facilities such as housing, electricity, drinking
water, education and healthcare will be provided to people living in all
seven districts of the division.

Mr Shah said that Naxalism had been the biggest obstacle to the
development of Bastar, but now Bastar has become a symbol not of fear,
but of the future. He once again reiterated that the entire country will be
freed from the Naxal problem by March 2026. The Union Home Minister
also appealed to the remaining armed Naxalites to lay down their weapons
and surrender.

On the occasion, Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai,
Assembly Speaker Dr Raman Singh, Deputy Chief Ministers Arun Sao and
Vijay Sharma, along with international football player Baichung Bhutia,
were present.

In this Bastar Olympics held in Chhattisgarh, players from all seven
districts of the Bastar division participated. Under the final phase of the
Olympics, divisional-level competitions were organised, in which about
three thousand five hundred players took part. These included surrendered
Naxalites and players affected by Naxal violence.<><><>

VIKALP SHUKLA/RAIPUR/MAIL/1730 HRS
GAURAV : AK EP-I

GAURAV EP-I 13.12.2025
CBDT-NUDGE CAMPAIGN
The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) has urged taxpayers to

update their Income Tax-Returns (ITR) and withdraw any wrongful claims
under the NUDGE Campaign. Under the campaign, SMSs and Email



advisories are being issued from 12" of this month to such taxpayers on
their registered mobile numbers and emails. CBDT has also advised
taxpayers to ensure that correct mobile and email ids are mentioned in
their filings with the Department so that they do not miss out any
communication. The 2" Nonintrusive Usage of Data to Guide and Enable-
NUDGE campaign was launched by CBDT last month as a taxpayer friendly
measure to strengthen voluntary compliance. Additional information on
deduction provisions and filing of Updated Returns is available at
www(dot)incometax(dot)gov(dot)in.

<><>SAUMYA/SAMARTH/ADARSH/1719 HRS
GAURAV EP II 13.12.25
CHINA PHILIPPINE TENSION

The Philippine coast guard today said that three Filipino fishermen
were wounded and two fishing vessels suffered badly damage after
Chinese coast guard ships fired water cannon in a disputed South China
Sea shoal. Manila's coast guard said around two dozen Filipino fishing
boats near Sabina Shoal were targeted yesterday with water cannon and
aggressive blocking manoeuvres. It added that a small Chinese coast guard
boat cut the anchor lines of several Filipino vessels, putting fishermen’s
lives at risk. In a statement, the Philippine Coast Guard calls on the
Chinese Coast Guard to follow internationally recognised standards of
conduct and to prioritise the safety of lives at sea. China’s coast guard
yesterday said it had driven away multiple Philippine vessels and taken
control measures in the area. <><>

RUPESH/REUTERS/1625 HRS

GAURAV EP-I

13.12.2025
BJP - SUDHANSHU TRIVEDI

The BJP today accused the TMC-led West Bengal government of
disappointing the people with its alleged mismanagement during Argentina
footballer Lionel Messi’s event in Kolkata. Addressing a press conference in
New Delhi, BJP MP and Spokesperson, Dr Sudhanshu Trivedi, labelled it as
a shameful moment for the entire country. He alleged that similar incidents
have happened in non-NDA-run states like Karnataka and Tamil Nadu,
which reflects a fragile law and order situation, where those in power



believe they are above the law. He blamed the authority for turning public
events into instruments for personal ego satisfaction. During the occasion,
Mr Trivedi also expressed happiness with the NDA'’s victory in
Thiruvananthapuram in the municipal corporation elections. He added that
this result is a paradigm-shifting change for Kerala's politics and a very far-
sighted signal for India's politics.
<><>SAMARTH/ARZOO/ADARSH/1632 HRS

GAURAV EP II 13.12.25
BALOCH CIVILIAN DISAPPEAR

At least eight Baloch civilians were forcibly disappeared by Pakistani
forces amid a growing wave of enforced disappearances across
Balochistan, a leading human rights organisation said. Paank, the Baloch
National Movement's Human Rights Department, today mentioned that
several civilians, primarily young men, were detained during a raid by the
Pakistani forces in Khuzdar district and have remained forcibly disappeared
since then. Expressing deep concern over the recent military operation
carried out by Pakistan in the Grisha area of Khuzdar, the rights body
expressed solidarity with the affected families and vowed to document and
raise awareness about ongoing human-rights violations in Balochistan.
Another human rights body, Baloch Voice for Justice (BV]), revealed that
Pakistani forces fired multiple mortar shells at the civilian population in
Awaran district, injuring at least seven people, including children. The
rights body called for urgent intervention by international human rights
institutions, stating that independent and transparent investigations are
required to identify those responsible for the shelling.

<><><>
VIKAS/IANS/1629 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
13.12.2025
PM - KERALA ELECTIONS
Prime Minister Narendra Modi today expressed gratitude to the
people across Kerala for voting for NDA candidates in the local body polls
in the state. In a social media post, Mr Modi said that the mandate the
party has got in the Thiruvananthapuram Corporation is a watershed



moment in Kerala’s politics. The Prime Minister added that the Party will
work towards Thiruvananthapuram’s growth and boost the Ease of Living
for the people. Mr Modi also thanked all the party workers for their hard
work in the elections.

<><>SAMARTH/SAUMYA/1555 HRS
SWATI::BHUVNESH MP-1 13.12.2025

HYDERABAD MESSI (WITH V/C ) (TAKE SUITABLY WITH MESSI-
KOLKATA)

Meanwhile, Hyderabad has geared up to host Argentine football
legend today Messi will arrive in Hyderabad from Kolkata this evening.
Telangana Police have made elaborate security arrangements for his publci
engagements. More from our correspondent.

(V/C- LAKSHMI )

"Argentine Football legend, Lionel Messi will make an
appearance at the Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium in Uppal
later this evening. As per the organisers, Messi will be reaching
Hyderabad by 7.30 p.m from Kolkata and will play an exhibition

match, among other things in a packed itinerary. The exhibition
event will have two teams, one led by Messi and the other by
Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy. The organisers are
calling it the GOAT Cup and Messi will present two cups, one for
each team. Messi also will do a football clinic and play with 24
children across the stadium. Sixty per cent of them are
underprivileged children from across Telangana state. Messi is set
to take part in a parade alongside two other football stars, Luis
Suarez _and Rodrigo De Paul, and it will be followed by a
felicitation ceremony. The Telangana police have made elaborate

security arrangements in and around the Uppal Stadium. "
LAKSHMI/HYDERABAD/MAIL/0710 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
13.12.2025

ED - ISIS RAID

The Directorate of Enforcement (ED) has conducted searches at 40
locations across multiple districts and states as part of an ongoing probe in
the Saquib Nachan case, connected to an ISIS-linked module. Saquib



Nachan was earlier arrested by the National Investigative Agency for his
alleged active involvement in promoting terrorist activities. The Directorate
conducted searches at Padgha-Borivali Region near Mumbai, Delhi, Kolkata,
Hazaribaug, Prayagraj, Daman, and Ratnagiri amongst other locations.
During the course of search operations, movable assets worth over 9 crore
70 lakh rupees in the form of cash, gold jewellery and gold bullion were
recovered and seized. Furthermore, 25 Bank accounts pertaining to the
accused and suspects have been frozen. Various other incriminating such
as documents, literature promoting radicalization and digital devices were
also seized. ED revealed that the individuals involved were part of a highly
radicalized ISIS-linked module and were allegedly engaged in recruitment,
training, procurement of weapons and explosives, and raising funds to
sustain the operations of the terror module. Further investigation is under
progress.

<><>ADARSH/1820 HRS

GAURAV EP II
13.12.25

REV. THAI- CAMBODIA FIGHT

Fighting continued along the border of Thailand and Cambodia, even after
U.S. President Donald Trump, acting as a mediator, declared that both
countries had agreed to a ceasefire. Earlier, Trump said that Thai and
Cambodian leaders had once again agreed to immediately renew their
ceasefire agreement following a week of deadly border clashes. He also
noted that both leaders had agreed to return to the original peace accord
signed in October this year in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Thai officials said
that no ceasefire agreement has been reached, and Cambodia has yet to
comment on Trump's claim. Instead, Cambodia’s Defense Ministry reported
that Thai fighter jets carried out airstrikes earlier today. Meanwhile,
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim said that Malaysia, in its
role as ASEAN chair, will convene a Special ASEAN Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting soon to address the escalating Cambodia-
Thailand border tensions.

<><><> VIKAS/AP/1633HRS






