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RUSSIAN PREZ VISIT (Early)

Russian President Vladimir Putin arrived in New Delhi a short while ago
on a state visit for the 23rd India-Russia Annual Summit. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi received him at the airport. President Putin will hold talks with
Prime Minister Modi tomorrow. Both the leaders will exchange views on
regional and global issues of mutual interest. A number of agreements are
expected to be signed, including in areas related to trade, economy,
healthcare, academics, culture and media. President Droupadi Murmu will
host a banquet in his honour.
<<>>TV/ CB/ 1844



GOYAL- INDIA RUSSIA FORUM

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal today said that the
India- Russia relationship, honored as a special and privileged strategic
partnership, is time tested and resilient. Addressing the India-Russia
Business Forum in New Delhi, Mr Goyal said that this relationship has stood as
a testament to decades of unwavering solidarity, enduring the uncertainties
of a changing world. He stated that India is a reliable, trusted and
forward-looking partner to the world, working to expand trade, creating
framework conditions to grow economic partnership.

BYTE- PIYUSH GOYAL

Mr Goyal noted that despite global headwinds, India and its economy have
demonstrated ability to withstand the challenges and being among the top
five economies globally. Highlighting the four labour codes, the Minister said
that the codes focus largely on a better deal for the workmen, better salaries,
higher national minimum wages and social security for gig workers and
contractual.

NADDA- RUSSIAN COUNTERPART

Union Health and Family Welfare Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda today
met with his Russian Counterpart, Mikhail Murashko in New Delhi. In a social
media post, Mr Nadda said that they discussed various health sector related
issues and agreed to enhance bilateral collaboration and partnership in the
health sector. The Minister further said that both sides reaffirmed their
commitment to advancing a shared vision of accessibility to affordable and
quality healthcare.

FUR. REV. INDIA-RUSSIA- DEFENCE

Defence Minister Rajanth Singh today said that India-Russia ties
continue to deepen despite global uncertainty, describing Russia as India’s
time-tested special and strategic partner. He said this in his opening remarks
while co-chairing the 22nd India-Russia Inter-Governmental Commission on
Military and Military Technical Cooperation ministerial meeting with his
Russian counterpart Andrei Belousov in New Delhi. Mr. Singh said that since
the signing of the India-Russia Strategic Partnership declaration in 2000, the



bilateral defence cooperation between the two nations has grown
significantly.
Byte-Rajnath Singh

Meanwhile, Russian Defence Minister Andrei Belousov said,
India-Russia relations have deepened with a solid time-proven friendship
which is based on mutual respect. He said both nations are bound with very
deep traditions. Mr Belousov said bilateral relations between both countries
have a strategic character and the partnership with India is a key factor for
the balance in the South Asian region and global security.

BYTE- Andrei Belousov

FUR REV RS - CENTRAL EXCISE

Parliament today passed the Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025
with the Rajya Sabha approving and returning it to the Lok Sabha. The
legislation is aimed to amend the Central Excise Act, 1944, specifically to raise
excise duties and cess on tobacco products such as cigarettes, cigars, hookah
tobacco, chewing tobacco, zarda and scented tobacco. The amendment is
required to give the government the fiscal space to increase the rate of
central excise duty on tobacco and tobacco products so as to protect tax
incidence, after the cess ends. Minister of State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary moved the bill. Ms Sitharaman said India’s total tax incidence on
cigarettes is around 53 percent of the retail price. The benchmark rate of
WHO is 75 percent. She added that the rate fixation has happened keeping
WHO'’s benchmark, and making sure that cigarettes are not affordable.

(S/B SITHARAMAN)

Earlier, participating in the discussion, Pramod Tiwari of Congress
expressed concern that the Bill will harm tobacco farmers. He said the Bill
should be sent to a parliamentary committee. TMC's Sagarika Ghose opposed
the Bill, claiming that raising taxes will not discourage people from consuming
tobacco products. She said the government is not taking any steps to control
pan masala ads by celebrities. She called for strong public health intervention
to address tobacco consumption.

AAP MP Sandeep Kumar Pathak said that excessive taxation is not a
solution to curbing tobacco use. M Thambidurai of ATADMK said this Bill is a
timely and necessary reform aimed at safeguarding the public health and
maintaining revenue stability.

BIJP-RAHUL GANDHI



On Congress leader Rahul Gandhi's allegations that Leader of
Opposition is not allowed to meet visiting dignitaries, BJP MP Sambit Patra
said that the statements made by Rahul Gandhi as the LoP are irresponsible
and not based on facts. Talking to Media Mr Patra said that Rahul Gandhi
tarnish the image of country with such statements.

SWARAJ KAUSHAL PASSED AWAY

Former Mizoram governor Swaraj Kaushal, father of BJP MP Bansuri
Swaraj and husband of former Union Minister Late Sushma Swaraj passed

away today at the age of 73. In a social media post, BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj

remembered her father for his affection, discipline, simplicity and patriotism.

She also said that his legacy, values, and blessings will be the foundation of
every journey ahead. She added that being his daughter is the greatest pride

of her life.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today expressed grief over the passing of
former Governor of Mizoram, Swaraj Kaushal. In a social media post, Mr Modi
said that Swaraj Kaushal distinguished himself as a lawyer and a person who
believed in using the legal profession to improve the lives of the
underprivileged. The Prime Minister added that he became the country's
youngest Governor and left a lasting impression on the people of Mizoram
during his gubernatorial tenure. He also said that Swaraj Kaushal’s insights as
a Parliamentarian were also noteworthy. Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla today
paid tributes and extended Condolences to the former Governor of Mizoram
Swaraj Kaushal on his demise. In a social media post, Mr Birla said in his long
public life, the former governor kept the high values of justice, democracy,
and national service alive. He said that Swaraj Kaushal’s simple, sensitive,
and dedicated personality will always remain memorable.

CDS - NAVY DAY

Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) General Anil Chauhan and Navy Chief
Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi today laid wreaths at the National War Memorial in
New Delhi to mark the Navy Day. On the occasion they honoured the valour
and sacrifice of Indian naval personnel. The Navy day is celebrated every
year to recognize the achievements and role of the Indian Navy. It was on
this day in 1971, during Operation Trident, the Indian Navy sank four
Pakistani vessels including PNS Khaibar.
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DAY IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast cold wave
conditions over Rajasthan, Punjab, Chandigarh, Haryana, and Delhi for next
two to three days. According to IMD, dense fog conditions are likely to prevail
over Himachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram,
Tripura and Odisha till Saturday. The weather agency also informed that
heavy rainfall is expected over South Interior Karnataka, Puducherry,
Karaikal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Mahe tomorrow. The IMD also predicted
thunderstorms accompanied with lightning over South Indian states for
today.
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