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PM - NITI AAYOG



Prime Minister Narendra Modi will hold a meeting with leading
economists and subject matter experts at NITI Aayog today, as part of the
government’s ongoing consultations ahead of key economic decisions.
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will also take part in the interaction,
which is expected to focus on a wide range of economic issues. The
meeting is likely to serve as a platform for experts to share their views and
assessments on the country’s current economic situation and future
priorities.

Mr Modi is expected to listen to suggestions and perspectives from
economists on the upcoming Union Budget. Discussions are also likely to
cover areas where further reforms may be required to support growth,
strengthen macroeconomic stability and address emerging challenges. The
economic outlook, both domestic and global, is also expected to be a key
theme during the interaction. Experts are likely to present their views on
growth prospects, fiscal management and structural measures needed to
sustain longterm development. Such consultations with economists and
industry experts are a regular feature of the government’s pre-Budget
exercise, aimed at incorporating a broad range of inputs before finalising
policy decisions. The interaction at NITI Aayog is expected to provide
valuable insights as the government prepares for the next phase of
economic planning.

NET/0512

SHUKLA MP-1I 30.12.2025
VP-THIRUVNANTHAPURAM VISIT

Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan has called upon people to come
together for the development and well being of society with community
spirit and religious harmony. He was attending a gathering in connection
with Christmas celebrations and New Year, 'The Trivandrum Fest 2025' at
LMS Church Compound in Thiruvananthapuram yesterday. Vice President
Radhakrishnan said that the true spirit of democracy, communal harmony
and development could be seen when people celebrate religious festivals
together. Governor Rajendra Arlekar delivered a message of love at the
gathering. The function was presided over by Latin Archdiocese Archbishop
Thomas J.Netto. Mayor VV Rajesh, Believers Eastern Church Metropolitan
Samuel Mar Theilophilos, Shanthigiri Ashram General Secretary
Gururatnam Jnana Tapaswi, Palayam Imam V P Suhaib Maulavi were
among the dignitaries who attended the function. Today, the Vice



President will attend the 93rd Sivagiri Pilgrimage at Varkkala, after which
he will inaugurate the public meeting to mark the conclusion of the
Platinum Jubilee celebrations of Mar Ivanios College, Thiruvananthapuram.
CB/LEMI NAIR/THIRUVNANTHAPURAM/MAIL/0353

SHUKLA MP-1 30.12.2025
AMIT SHAH-KOLKATA VISIT

Union Home Minister and senior BJP leader Amit Shah arrived in West
Bengal yesterday evening to participate in a series of organizational
meetings and programs. He was received at Dum Dum Airport by BIP State
President Samik Bhattacharya and Leader of Opposition Suvendu Adhikari.
During his visit, the Home Minister is scheduled to hold several high-level
meetings with state party office-bearers today and tomorrow to discuss
electoral strategies for the upcoming polls. His first key organizational
meeting is scheduled to take place in Bidhannagar today.
CB/KALYAN LAHA/KOLKATA/MAIL/0358

SHUKLA MP-1I 30.12.2025
C R PATIL-REVIEW MEET

Union Minister of Jal Shakti C.R. Patil reviewed progress in 124 over-
exploited and critical groundwater districts yesterday, as per the 2024
national groundwater assessment. The Ministry of Jal Shakti stated that the
review focused on progress under Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari 2.0, which
aims to create one crore artificial recharge and storage structures by May
31st of next year. The meeting also emphasized accelerating water
conservation efforts in stressed districts to strengthen long-term water
security and source sustainability. The districts were also guided on using
scientific feasibility maps, the technical support of the Central Ground
Water Board, and the convergence of schemes for rapid implementation.

Addressing the meeting, the Union Minister said that 65 percent of
MGNREGA funds in over-exploited and critical blocks have been earmarked
for water-related works under the scheme. Mr. Patil also informed that 15
additional water conservation and groundwater recharge activities have
now been permitted under MGNREGA, specifically for over-exploited,
critical, and semi-critical districts. These include recharge shafts, injection
wells, filtration ponds, artificial wetlands, renovation of traditional water
bodies, and spring collection chambers.
CB/RISHU/ANAND/0410



SHUKLA MP-1 30.12.2025
NAIDU-NG HELICOPTER

Union Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu will flag off
the inaugural flight of Dhruv NG helicopter in Bengaluru today. The
Advanced Light Helicopter Next Generation Dhruv is the civil variant of the
indigenous helicopter that was showcased by HAL in the 2025 Aero India
show. This six to 14 passenger helicopter is capable of playing civil roles
like tourism, VIP transport, disaster and flood management and offshore
missions. It features indigenous Shakti engines and enhanced features for
civil certification.

CB/SUDHINDRA/BENGALURU/MAIL/0412

SHUKLA MP-II 30.12.2025
WOMEN'S CRICKET - IND VS SL

In Women's Cricket, India will take on Sri Lanka in the 5th and final
T20 International at the Greenfield International Stadium in
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala today. The match will begin at 7 PM.
Harmanpreet Kaur led Women-in-Blue will look to clean sweep the series,
as they are already leading the 5-match series with an unassailable lead of
4-Nil. In the last match played on Sunday, Hosts India successfully
defended a massive target of 222 to clinch a 30-run victory over visitors.
Earlier, in the first three matches of the series, India won comfortably by
showing all-round performance. The series was crucial for India as part of
Women's T20 World Cup preparations. The series also set a stage to tune
skills for the Women’s Premier League beginning next month.

CHIRAG/NET/0517
BS DP-I 29.12.2025
GOYAL- INDIA-AUSTRALIA ECTA
Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal today said that 100 per cent
Australian tariff lines will be zero-duty for Indian exports from 1st of
January next year. He said, this will unlock fresh opportunities for labour-
intensive sectors.

On the third anniversary of the India-Australia Economic Cooperation
and Trade Agreement, Mr Goyal said that the agreement has delivered
sustained export growth, deeper market access, and stronger supply-chain
resilience over the past three years. In a social media post, the Minister
highlighted that the agreement is benefiting Indian exporters, MSMEs,



farmers, and workers. Mr Goyal said that country's exports to Australia
grew by eight per cent in 2024-25, improving country's trade balance.

The Minister said that strong gains were witnessed across
manufacturing, chemicals, textiles, plastics, pharmaceuticals, petroleum
products, and gems and jewellery sector. He emphasised that Gems and
Jewellery exports rose 16 per cent between April to November this year. Mr
Goyal said that agri-exports also recorded broad-based growth, with sharp
increases in fruits and vegetables, marine products, spices, and exceptional
growth in coffee.

BS DP-1 29.12.2025

IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has made a forecast that
dense to very dense fog will continue over the next two days in parts of
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, and
Bihar. Talking exclusively to Akashvani News, IMD senior scientist Dr R K
Jenamani said that visibility over these states is likely to be ranging
between 0-50 meters. Dr Jenamani said that foggy weather conditions over
northern part of the country will significantly reduce from the 1% of
January. He said that an active western disturbance is likely to impact
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand on Wednesday
which may cause snowfall.

(S/B-JENAMANI) IN GNR MAIL

Meanwhile, the air quality in Delhi-NCR has been registered in the very
poor category. According to the Central Pollution Control Board, the
average Air Quality Index (AQI) of the National Capital was recorded at
398 as of 1 PM today.

DIPENDRA/1331 HRS

GAURAV::LAXMI EP-I 29.12.2025
EVE VP-PUDUCHEERY VISIT

Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan said that in a world where
artificial intelligence, automation, biotechnology and digital connectivity are
reshaping every aspect of human life, educated individuals must approach
technology with both enthusiasm and ethical vigilance. He cautioned young
graduates that while digital tools can enhance productivity and



connectivity, they should not be allowed to diminish the capacity for deep
thinking and meaningful engagement with society. The Vice President, who
is also the Chancellor of Pondicherry University, was presiding over and
delivering the convocation address at the 30th Convocation Ceremony of
the university. Mr Radhakrishnan urged graduates to become ambassadors
of the National Education Policy 2020 and to carry forward its spirit of
enquiry, innovation and inclusive excellence. Describing the policy as a
major shift, he said it moves education away from rote memorisation
towards critical thinking, from rigid boundaries to multidisciplinary learning,
and from examination-centred learning to holistic development. Calling the
youth the architects of Viksit Bharat, the Vice President underlined that
development can be termed meaningful only when it is inclusive of all
sections of society. On the occasion, the Vice President also inaugurated
the International Convention Centre and a 100-feet-high flag mast on the
university campus.

<>Bibin S Nath/Puducherry/MAIL/1717 HRS
SHUKLA MP-II 30.12.2025
CHESS - WORLD BLITZ

In Chess, India’s Arjun Erigaisi finished Day 1 of 2025 FIDE World
Blitz Chess Championships in Doha, Qatar as table-topper. With 10 points
in the 13 rounds played, Arjun is currently leading the Open section with
Maxime Vachier-Lagrave and Fabiano Caruana. Arjun, who moved into first
place in Round 11, enjoyed a dramatic win over Magnus Carlsen, while his
only defeat came at the hands of Jorden van Foreest. By the end of Round
10, Arjun Erigaisi stood alone at the top with 8.5/10 points. Entering the
final round of the day, three players were tied at 9.5/12 -- Erigaisi, Vachier-
Lagrave, and Caruana. With other games on top boards ending in draws,
the trio remained at the top after day one.
CHIRAG/NET/0505

SHUKLA MP-11 30.12.2025

TRUMP - NETANYAHU MEETING

US President Donald Trump met Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu at his Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida last night. The meeting was
expected to focus on the next phase of Trump’s ceasefire plan for Gaza as
the US president doubles down on big foreign policy bets in an end-of-the-
year flurry. Speaking to reporters after the meeting, US President issued a
stern ultimatum to Hamas, stating the group would be given a "very short



period of time" to disarm. He warned that if they fail to do so, international
backers of the ceasefire would intervene to "wipe them out," adding that
Israel’s direct involvement might not even be necessary for such an
operation. While Trump described the meeting as highly productive, he
acknowledged a clear disagreement with Netanyahu regarding settler
violence in the occupied West Bank. Despite this friction, US President
stated he is "not concerned" with Israel’s military timeline or the speed at
which they are moving through the different stages of the regional plan.
For Netanyahu, the meeting served as a vital political boost; experts
suggest his close relationship with Trump is a cornerstone of his strategy to
win re-election in Israel.

The meeting also touched on sensitive legal and international issues,
though not without controversy. Trump reiterated his public support for a
pardon for Netanyahu, claiming Israel’s President, Isaac Herzog, informed
him that clemency was "on its way." However, Herzog’s office quickly
denied this, issuing a statement that no such conversation had occurred.

Turning his attention toward Tehran, Trump concluded with a sharp
warning to Iran, threatening to support another military strike if the
country attempts to rebuild its ballistic missile program.

CB/VISHAL/NET/0405



