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PARAS::RZ EP-1 27-12-2025
PRESIDENT-KARNATAKA

President Droupadi Murmu is visiting INS Kadamba Naval base in
Karwar in North Karnataka tomorrow. She will be flying into Karwar Naval
base from Goa where Karnataka Governor Thaawarchand Gehlot and State
Ministers will welcome her. After visiting the base, the President will take a
sortie aboard a submarine from the Karwar Harbour. She will be the
second President to undertake a submarine voyage following former
President A P J Abdul Kalam who was aboard a naval submarine in 2006 at
Visakhapatnam. In view of the President’s visit and the submarine sortie,



the local authorities have implemented security measures. They have
imposed a prohibition of fishing activities along an 18 kms stretch of the
coastline from Karwar to Majali. President Murmu is the first President of
India to have taken sortie in two fighter aircraft of the Indian Air Force.
She flew in Rafale on October 29 this year and took a sortie in Sukhoi 30
MKI in 2023.

<><><><>SUDHINDRA/ BENGALURU/ MAIL/ 1732 HRS.

MK MP-I 28.12.2025
MORN. PM-CHIEF SECRETARIES

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will chair the fifth National Conference
of Chief Secretaries in New Delhi today. He had also chaired the meeting
yesterday. In a social media post, Mr Modi said that during the conference,
he had insightful discussions on various issues relating to governance and
reforms. The three-day Conference which began on Friday, is aimed at
strengthening Centre-State partnership through structured and sustained
dialogue on national development priorities.

Anchored in the Prime Minister’s vision of cooperative federalism, this
Conference serves as the forum where Centre and States collaborate,
designing a unified roadmap to maximise country’s Human Capital potential
and accelerate inclusive and future-ready growth. The meeting focuses on
the theme ‘Human Capital for Viksit Bharat’ covering best practices and
strategies for states and Union Territories to follow. Under this theme,
special emphasis for detailed discussion, is being placed on five key areas
including Early Childhood Education, Schooling, Skilling, Higher Education,
Sports and Extracurricular activities. The conference features six special
sessions focusing on Deregulation in States; Technology in Governance-
Opportunities, Risks, and Mitigation; AgriStack for Smart Supply Chains and
Market Linkages; One State, One World-Class Tourist Destination;
Atmanirbhar Bharat and Swadeshi; and Strategies for a Post-Left Wing
Extremism Future.

<><><>cb/DIPENDRA/0357HRS
MK MP-I 28.12.2025
MORN. SHIVRAJ] - VIKSIT BHARAT G RAM G

Union Rural Development Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan hitout at
the Congress alleging that the party had included the name of Mahatma
Gandhi in National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 2005 only for electoral



gains. Talking to reporters in Bhopal yesterday, Mr Chouhan said, during
the Congress government, MGNREGA became synonymous with corruption.
He said the Congress party had repeatedly reduced the MGNREGA budget.
He alleged that the opposition has consistently used Mahatma Gandhi’s
name for electoral gains.

The Minister said, a proposed budget of over one lakh 51 thousand
crore rupees has been allocated to ensure that laborers get sufficient work.
He said, for a viksit Bharat, the focus is on developing villages, where all
development work will be carried out by the Gram Panchayat. Mr Chouhan
highlighted that under MGNREGA, the UPA government had spent only two
lakh 13 thousand crore rupees, while the Narendra Modi government spent
over eight lakh 53 thousand crore rupees.

(S/B-Shivraj Singh Chouhan
https://x.com/ians_india/status/2004944476683559156?s=20 )

The Minister said, under the Viksit Bharat: G RAM G scheme, it has
been decided that decisions will no longer be made in Delhi, but at the
village level. He said, Gram Panchayats will sit together and prepare their
own development plans. He emphasized that the number of guaranteed
workdays has been increased from 100 to 125 days. Mr Chouhan also
highlighted that there is a provision for unemployment allowance in the
new act, if work is not provided within the stipulated time.

The Rural Development Minister emphasized that the new Act makes
social audits mandatory and places special focus on the active participation
of women, self-help groups, and the community. He said, special
arrangements have been made to ensure that the most backward
Panchayats, receive more funds, greater support, and enhanced
opportunities. He added that special focus has been placed on sustainable
income generation through transparent and timely payments, asset
creation, and livelihood-linked works.

<><>CB/DIPENDRA/VIPIN KUMAR
MISHRA/BHOPAL/MAIL/ 0457HRS

MK MP-1 28.12.2025
PM - MANN KI BAAT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will share his thoughts with the people
of the country and abroad in the Mann Ki Baat programme on Akashvani
today at 11 AM. It will be the 129th episode of the monthly radio



programme. The programme will be broadcast across the entire Akashvani
and Doordarshan network, the AIR News website, and the Newsonair
mobile app. It will also be live-streamed on the YouTube channels of AIR
News, DD News, the PMO, and the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting. Akashvani will broadcast the programme in regional
languages immediately after the Hindi broadcast.
<><>cb/PALLAVI/0343HRS

MK MP-I 28.12.2025
MORN. SONOWAL - SHIPBUILDING

Government has notified the operational guidelines for two major
shipbuilding initiatives worth 44,700 crore rupees outlay, which are aimed
at strengthening India’s domestic shipbuilding capacity and improving
global competitiveness. The initiatives are -the Shipbuilding Financial
Assistance Scheme and the Shipbuilding Development Scheme.

Ports, Shipping and Waterways Minister Sarbananda Sonowal said
that these guidelines create a stable and transparent framework that will
revive domestic shipbuilding, boosting forward and backward linkage. He
said, this will enable large-scale investment and build world-class capacity,
positioning India as a major maritime nation on the path to Viksit Bharat
and Aatmanirbhar Bharat. Mr Sonowal said, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
leadership has given India’s shipbuilding sector a decisive policy reset. He
said, both the schemes will remain valid until 31st March, 2036.

Under the Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Scheme, which has a
total corpus of 24 thousand 736 crore rupees, the government will provide
financial assistance ranging from 15 per cent to 25 per cent per vessel,
depending on the vessel category. The scheme introduces graded support
for small normal, large normal and specialised vessels. The scheme
provides for the establishment of a National Shipbuilding Mission to ensure
coordinated planning and execution of shipbuilding initiatives.

The Shipbuilding Development Scheme, with a budgetary outlay of
19 thousand 989 crore rupees, focuses on long-term capacity and
capability creation. The scheme provides for the development of greenfield
shipbuilding clusters, modernisation of existing brownfield shipyards, and
the establishment of an India Ship Technology Centre under the Indian
Maritime University to support research, design, innovation and skills
development.



<><>cb/DIPENDRA/0537HRS
PARAS EP-1 27.12.2025
NATIONAL CONSUMER HELPLINE

The National Consumer Helpline, the flagship initiative of the
Department of Consumer Affairs has facilitated refunds amounting to 45
crore rupees across 31 sectors. The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution informed that the initiative has addressed over 67
thousand consumer grievances in the last eight month. It added that with
over 39 thousand grievances the e-commerce sector recorded the highest
number of grievances and refunds, resulting in refunds of 32 crore rupees.
Furthermore, the Ministry also highlighted that the helpline has emerged as
a single point of access for consumers across the country to seek grievance
redressal at the pre-litigation stage. Consumers can register their
grievances in 17 languages through a toll-free number 1915.
<><>SAMARTH/NITIKA/1537 HRS
MK MP-II 28.12.2025
WOMEN'S CRICKET - IND VS SA

In Women's Cricket, India will take on Sri Lanka in the 4th T20
International at the  Greenfield International Stadium in
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala today. The match will begin at 7 this evening.
Harmanpreet Kaur led Women in Blue are already leading the 5-match
series with an unassailable lead of 3-Nil. The fifth match of the series will
be played on Tuesday at the same venue. In the last match played on
Friday, Hosts India defeated the visitors by 8 wickets. Earlier, in the first
two matches of the series in Visakhapatnam, India won both the matches
comfortably by showing all-round performance. The series was crucial for
India as part of Women's T20 World Cup preparations. The series also set
a stage to tune skills for the Women’s Premier League beginning next
month.

KAUMUDEE/CHIRAG/NET/0551 HRS

BHUPENDRA DP-I 27.12.2025
IMD- WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a red colour
warning predicting dense to very dense fog over Bihar, Haryana,



Chandigarh, Delhi, Himachal Pradesh, and Punjab for the next three days.
The MeT department said that dense fog conditions are expected over
parts of North East India, Odisha, Sub Himalayan West Bengal, Sikkim and
Uttarakhand till 1st of next month. The weather agency also predicted cold
to severe cold day conditions over Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and
Uttarakhand tomorrow. Thunderstorms and lightning with gusty winds are
also expected to prevail over Andaman and Nicobar Islands till 30th of this
month.

Meanwhile, the air quality in Delhi-NCR has been registered in the
very poor category. According to the Central Pollution Control Board, the
average Air Quality Index (AQI) of the National Capital was recorded at
371 as of 1 PM today.

<><>ADITYA/1351 HRS



