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SHUKLA :: AARTI MP-I1 17.12.2025
PM - ETHIOPIA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was conferred with Ethiopia's highest
award "The Great Honour Nishan of Ethiopia' by his Ethiopian counterpart
Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali. Prime Minister is on a two-day visit to the African
country which shares historic ties with India. The award was conferred
upon Prime Minister Modi in a special ceremony hosted at the Addis
International Convention Centre in Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia for
his exceptional contribution towards strengthening India-Ethiopia
partnership and for his visionary leadership as a global statesman.

Speaking on the occasion, Prime Minister Narendra Modi noted that
it was an honor for him to accept the award from one of most ancient
civilizations of the world, and he did so with a deep sense of humility and
gratitude. Prime Minister Modi dedicated the award to all those - Indians
and Ethiopians - who have nurtured the bilateral ties for ages and
conveyed heartfelt gratitude on behalf of the 1.4 billion Indians for being
bestowed with this honour.

BYTE- PM on award

Earlier India and Ethiopia decided to elevate their bilateral
relationship to a strategic partnership following wide-ranging talks between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Ethiopian counterpart Dr. Abiy



Ahmed Ali in Addis Ababa. Both countries also signed three MoUs in the
field of UN Peacekeeping Operations Training, Mutual Administrative
Assistance in Custom Matters and establishment of Data Centre at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ethiopia. After his arrival at Addis Ababa, the
capital of Ethiopia yesterday evening, Prime Minister Narendra Modi held
extensive discussions with PM of Ethiopia Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali, during which
India and Ethiopia decided to elevate their ties to a Strategic Partnership.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that the elevation of ties would
provide “new energy, new momentum and new depth” to India--Ethiopia
relations. He thanked the Ethiopian leadership for its support to India in
the fight against terrorism, underlining the importance of cooperation
among friendly nations on the issue.

Byte of PM- On elevation of Ties

Prime Minister Modi thanked Ethiopia for its solidarity in the wake of
Pahalgam terror attack and for strengthening the global fight against
terrorism. More from our correspondent:

Prime Minister will today address the session of the parliament of
Ethiopia.

SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI/ETHIOPIA/MAIL/0352 HRS

SHUKLA MP-II 17.12.2025
PM OMAN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will arrive in Oman today on the last
leg of his three-nation tour after concluding his visit to Jordan and Ethopia.
Mr Modi is visiting the friendly nation in the Gulf region on the invitation of
the Head of State of the Sultanate of Oman, Sultan Haitham bin Tarik.
Prime Minister Modi will be accompanied by a high-level delegation.

The visit is of great significance as it will be taking place when India
and Oman are celebrating the 70th anniversary of the establishment of
their diplomatic relations. More from our Correspondent:

(V/C - RAJESH BALI)

"India shares a special partnership with the Sultanate of Oman, built
on centuries-old contacts, and supported by trade linkages and people-to-
people ties. In present times, the relationship has evolved into a strategic
partnership characterized by robust cooperation in diverse areas of mutual



interest.

In the backdrop of the earlier state visit of the Sultan of Oman to
India in December, last year when both the leaders had together agreed
on a future roadmap to deepen ties between the two countries, a number
of documents that are expected to be signed during the Prime Minister’s
visit are almost near the finalization.

During his two-day visit, Prime Minister Modi will hold comprehensive
review of the entire spectrum of the bilateral relations with the Sultan of
Oman and also exchange perspectives on regional and international issues
of mutual interest. He is expected to address business leaders from both
the countries at a business forum and is also scheduled to address the
Indian community here, which is eagerly waiting for his arrival. This is
Rajesh Bali for Akashvani News from Oman."

CB/RAJESH BALI/OMAN/MAIL/0350

SANJIO :: HC EPP 16-12-2025
FUR REV. LS BIMA BILL

The Lok Sabha has passed the Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha
(Amendment of Insurance Laws) Bill 2025. The Bill seeks to amend the
Insurance Act 1938, the Life Insurance Corporation Act, 1956 and the
Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority Act, 1999. The bill is
aimed at accelerating the growth and development of the insurance sector
and to ensure better protection of policyholders. It also proposes to
improve ease of doing business for insurance companies, and to bring
transparency in regulation making and to improve regulatory oversight
over the sector.

Replying to the discussion, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said
that the government launched several insurance schemes for the welfare of
people. She said the government has also taken steps to strengthen the
public sector insurance companies. She said, over 17 thousand crore
rupees have been infused in the public sector insurance companies so that
they can compete efficiently. She said, FDI limits have been raised to
provide better services to the people. The Minister said, insurance density,
penetration and coverage registered remarkable growth in the last 11
years. She highlighted that in the recent 56th GST Council meeting, the
decision was taken to waive off GST from life and health insurance
premium. She said, the GST council secretariat is monitoring complaints



regarding GST cut benefits not being passed on to policyholders. She said
the government is taking steps to strengthen the regulatory mechanism of
the insurance sector. The Minister highlighted the need to spread
awareness about insurance among people.

(S/B- Nirmala Sitharaman)

SHUKLA :: AARTI MP-I 17.12.2025
PRESIDENT- SOUTHERN SOJOURN

President Droupadi Murmu will be arriving at the Rashtrapati
Nilayam, Bolarum in Secunderabad later this afternoon for the annual
southern sojourn till 22nd of this month. The state authorities have made
all arrangements for the 6-day sojourn. The President will be inaugurating
the National Conference for Chairpersons of Public Service Commissions of
state on 19th of this month and attend a conference on Timeless Wisdom
of Bharat - Pathways of Peace and Progress, organised by Brahma Kumaris
at Gachibowli on 20th of this month.

Meanwhile, Hyderabad and Cyberabad police Commissionerates in
Hyderabad have imposed a ban on the operation of remotely controlled
drones, paragliders and micro light aircrafts in the Alwal and Gachibowli
Police Station areas during the Visit of the President.

MS LAKSHMI, HYDERABAD/MAIL/0554
SANJIO EP-1 16.12.2025
MANDAVIYA- PUNE GRAND TOUR

Union Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports Dr Mansukh Mandaviya
today unveiled the trophy of acycling challenge, Bajaj Pune Grand Tour
2026 in New Delhi. On the occasion,President of Indian Olympic
Association P T Usha was present. Addressing the gathering, Dr Mandaviya
said that cycling has emerged as one of the best and most accessible
forms of fithess and become an integral part of the Fit India Movement.
Highlighting the achievement of Sundayon Cycle initiative, the Minister
noted that last Sunday, the event was organised at around 8 thousand 300
locations across the country.

BYTE-MANSUKH MANDAVIYA (GNR MAIL)

This upcoming event will be organised in collaboration of Pune
administration and Maharashtra government between 19th to 23rd January
next year.

<><> ADITYA/SAKLEEN/1922
JEETENDRA:MS NP-I 16.12.2025



NADDA- TAMIL NADU TB

Union Health Minister Jagat Prakash Nadda today said that TB
mortality in India has reduced by about 25 per cent and treatment
coverage has crossed 92 per cent, surpassing global benchmarks. Meeting
Members of Parliament (MPs) from Tamil Nadu, on the sidelines of the
ongoing Winter Session of Parliament, he said that early case detection
strategy and sustained Jan Bhagidari is central to TB elimination. The
Minister also said that under the Nikshay Poshan Yojana, monthly
nutritional support for TB patients has been doubled from five hundred
rupees to one thousand rupees, with over four thousand four hundred
crore rupees directly transferred to more than one crore beneficiaries since
2018.

Mr. Nadda commended Tamil Nadu’s Jan Bhagidari approach, in
mobilising communities and supporting TB-affected individuals. He
encouraged MPs to prioritise TB in DISHA meetings, visit health facilities,
interact with patients and frontline workers, support optimal deployment of
handheld X-ray machines, and mobilise local resources, including Nikshay
Mitras, to strengthen last-mile delivery.

<><>SAUMYA/ADARSH/2211HRS
JEETENDRA NP-II 16.12.2025
CRICKET- IND SA T201I

In men’s cricket, India will face South Africa in the fourth T20
International match of the series at the Bharat Ratna Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Ekana Cricket Stadium, in Lucknow tomorrow evening. The
match will begin at 7 PM. India, currently leading 2-1 in the five match
T20I series and will look to seal the series and take an 3-1 lead against the
Proteas.The fifth and final match is scheduled at the Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad on Friday. Meanwhile, Indian all-rounder Axar Patel
was ruled out of the remaining two T20I matches of the five-match series
against South Africa due to iliness, the Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) said yesterday. The BCCI said in its statement that the star all-
rounder will be with the Indian side in Lucknow and that Patel will undergo
further medical assessment. In place of Axar Patel, the BCCI Men's
Selection Committee named Shahbaz Ahmed as his replacement for the
remaining T20I matches against South Africa in Lucknow and Ahmedabad.
NET/2242HRS



