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MN DP-I 22.12.2025
INDIA - NEW ZEALAND

India and New Zealand have successfully concluded the historic,
ambitious and mutually beneficial Free Trade Agreement (FTA). Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and his New Zealand counterpart Christopher
Luxon announced this today. Mr Modi today held a telephonic conversation
with Mr Luxon.

The negotiations were initiated during Mr Luxon’s visit to India in
March this year. The two leaders agreed that the conclusion of the FTA in a
record time of nine months reflects the shared ambition and political will to
further deepen ties. The FTA will significantly deepen bilateral economic
engagement, enhance market access, promote investment flows,
strengthen strategic cooperation between the two countries. It will also
open up nhew opportunities for innovators, entrepreneurs, farmers, MSMEs,
students and youth of both countries across various sectors. With the
strong and credible foundation provided by the FTA, both the Prime
Ministers expressed confidence in doubling bilateral trade over the next five
years as well as an investment of 20 billion dollars in India from New



Zealand over the next 15 years. The leaders also welcomed the progress
achieved in other areas of bilateral cooperation such as sports, education,
and people-to-people ties, and reaffirmed their commitment towards
further strengthening of the India-New Zealand partnership.
<><>DIPENDRA/ANUPAM/1145

President Droupadi Murmu has granted assent to the Sustainable
Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming India
(SHANTT) Bill, passed by Parliament during the Winter Session. The Bill
subsumes all laws dealing with the civil nuclear sector and also opens it up
for participation by private players. The SHANTI Bill repealed the Atomic
Energy Act of 1962 and the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage Act, 2010,
which had proved to be an impediment in the growth of the civil nuclear
sector in India. The law enables private companies and joint ventures to
build, own, operate and decommission nuclear power plants under a
license from the government.
<><><>
President Droupadi Murmu has given assent to the Viksit Bharat-Guarantee
for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (Viksit Bharat-G RAM G) Bill,
2025. The Parliament had passed the legislation during the recently
concluded winter session. The Act seeks to establish a rural development
framework aligned with the national vision of Viksit Bharat @ 2047. A
statutory guarantee of 125 days of wage employment will be provided in
every financial year to every rural household whose adult members
volunteer to undertake unskilled manual work.
<><><>

The Mahayuti alliance of BJP, Shiv Sena, and NCP has swept the elections
to 288 municipal councils and nagar panchayats by winning 207 posts of
presidents of local bodies. The BJP, Shiv Sena, and NCP combine restricted
the Opposition Maha Vikas Aghadi to a collective tally of 44. According to
State Election Commission, BJP won 117 posts of municipal presidents,
Shiv Sena won 53, and the NCP won 37 posts. The Congress bagged 28,
the NCP (SP) seven, and Shiv Sena (UBT) nine.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Home Minister Amit Shah, BJ]P
President J P Nadda and BJP National Working President Nitin Nabin have
expressed gratitude to the people of Maharashtra for the victory of BJP and
Mahayuti in Municipal Council and Nagar Panchayat elections. In a social



media post, Mr Modi said that this win reflects trust in the vision of people-
centric development.

<><><>
The ruling BJP has registered a landslide victory in the local body elections
in Arunachal Pradesh, securing a majority of seats in the Zilla Parishads
and Gram Panchayats, polls for which were held on December 15. The BIP
also scored a decisive win in the Itanagar Municipal Corporation (IMC)
elections by winning 14 of the 20 wards. However, the regional People’s
Party of Arunachal (PPA) emerged victorious in the Pasighat Municipal
Council (PMC), bagging five of the eight wards, while the BJP won two and
an Independent secured one seat. The opposition Congress failed to win a
single seat in both the IMC and PMC elections.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has expressed gratitude to the people of
Arunachal Pradesh for the victory and the support for politics of good
governance in Panchayat Elections.

<><><>

SHUKLA DP-1
22.12.2025
IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department has forecast for cold Day
conditions in Uttarakhand, Jharkhand, Punjab, Haryana, Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh today. It said, dense to very dense fog conditions during night and
morning hours is expected in Eastern Uttar Pradesh till tomorrow. Dense
fog conditions expected in Punjab, Haryana, Western Uttar Pradesh and
northern Madhya Pradesh till today and in Bihar, Jharkhand and interior
Odisha till Wednesday.

Meanwhile, the air quality in Delhi-NCR continues to remain in the
Very Poor category. According to the Central Pollution Control Board, the
average Air Quality Index (AQI) of the National Capital was recorded at
366 as of 8 AM today.

<><>ANUPAM/0830

SHUIKLA MP-I
22.12.2025
NATIONAL MATHEMATICS DAY



National Mathematics Day will be observed today to commemorate
the birth anniversary of Srinivasa Ramanujan, one of India’s most
influential and globally recognised mathematicians. The day will be marked
across educational institutions, research bodies and academic forums to
highlight the importance of mathematics in scientific progress and everyday
life. The observance was formally instituted by the Government of India in
December 2011, and December 22 was designated as National
Mathematics Day in recognition of Ramanujan’s extraordinary contributions
to the discipline. The following year, 2012, was observed nationwide as the
National Mathematics Year, giving further institutional push to
mathematical learning and research. December 22 marks the birth of
Srinivasa Ramanujan, whose work continues to influence modern
mathematics more than a century later.

CB/NET/0438

MN DP-1 22.12.2025
CIVIL AVIATION-AI

The Ministry of Civil Aviation has sought a detailed report from Air
India in an incident related to an Air India flight, that developed a technical
issue shortly after take-off. The Ministry has also directed the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation to conduct a thorough investigation in the case. It
also instructed the airline to extend all assistance to passengers and
accommodate them on subsequent flights. The Ministry added that the
aircraft AI-887 landed safely and the safety of passengers is paramount to
them. RISHU/PRIYA/11120 HRS

MN 22.12.2025
TRAIN FLIGHT FOG AFFECT

Several flights and trains experienced disruptions due to dense fog
conditions in the National Capital and NCR region today. Delhi Airport said
that around 10 flights were cancelled due to low visibility at Indira Gandhi
International Airport. The Delhi Division of Indian Railways said that the
movement of several Delhi-bound trains was also affected today. It said
that around 17 trains were delayed by more than 3 hours. The India
Meteorological Department has predicted moderate fog conditions till
forenoon, while shallow fog conditions during night today.

RISHU/PRIYA/1119 HRS



MN::DIVYA DP-I 22.12.2025
DELHI-MUMBAI-AIR INDIA FLIGHT

A Mumbai-bound Air India flight AI887 returned to the Delhi Airport
minutes after take-off due to a technical issue. A serious glitch was
reported by the pilot on Delhi-Mumbai Air India flight, therefore; full
emergency declared at 6.40 AM. The Delhi-Mumbai flight made an
emergency landing according to standard operating procedure.

As per an Air India spokesperson, the aircraft (Boeing 777) landed
safely at Delhi, and the passengers and crew disembarked. The Boeing 777
suffered an engine issue soon after take-off, reported The Times of India.
The aircraft is currently undergoing necessary checks. As per the report,
the airline arranged another B777 (VT-ALP) for passengers and even
provided refreshments for them.

BHAVANA GOKHALE, MUMBAI MAIL, 1118 HRS.

SHUKLA MP-1 22.12.2025
REV. ARAVALLI PROTECTION CLARIFICATION

Government has said that there is no imminent threat to the
Aravallis’ ecology. Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change said
that ongoing afforestation, eco-sensitive zone notifications, and strict
monitoring of mining and urban activities ensure that the Aravallis continue
to serve as a natural heritage and ecological shield for the nation.

Union Environment Minister Bhupendra Yadav has said that the

Supreme Court's 100-metre ruling is being misinterpreted. Addressing a
press conference, he urged citizens to stop spreading misinformation
regarding Aravalli. The Minister said that the total area of Aravallis is 1 lakh
47 thousand square kilometres and mining is allowed only in 0.19 percent
of the range. Mr Yadav said, as per the apex court ruling, 90 percent of the
Aravalli area comes under the protected zone and there are no relaxations
in this regard. Aravalli range spreads across four states of the country,
including Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan, and Gujarat.
Mr Yadav also stressed that no mining is allowed in Delhi's Aravalli Hills.
Supreme Court recently accepted the recommendations by a committee of
Ministry of Environment on the definition of the Aravalli Hill Ranges, which
mentioned that hills lower than 100 metres will no longer be recognised as
part of the ancient hills.
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SHUKLA MP-I 22.12.2025
DIVYA KALA MELA

The 28th edition of Divya Kala Mela concluded with a colourful
closing ceremony at Kartavya Path in New Delhi yesterday. The nine-day
fair showcased the creativity, resilience and entrepreneurial spirit of
Divyangjan from across the country. The Divya Kala Mela organized by
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities under Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment witnessed over 100 Divyang artisans and
entrepreneurs from 20 States.

The closing ceremony featured cultural performances by Divyang
artists, highlighting music, dance and folk traditions, and drawing
appreciation from visitors. The mela provided a platform for Persons with
Disabilities to display and sell handicrafts, home décor, textiles and other
creative products, promoting self-reliance and inclusive growth.

Talking to Akashvani News, Shalini, who participated in the Divya
Kala Mela along with her daughter Devanshee, expressed her gratitude to
the National Divyangjan Finance and Development Corporation for the
support. She said the assistance enabled her to set up a stall at the mela,
where she showcased and sold handmade and handcrafted wall art.

(SB- SHALINI IN GNR MAIL)

Since its launch in December 2022, Divya Kala Mela has played an
important role in promoting entrepreneurship and mainstream participation
of Divyangjan. Under the Scheme of Assistance to Disabled Persons, over
32 lakh Persons with Disabilities have received assistive devices since 2014,
while several beneficiaries have also gained livelihood support and
employment through associated initiatives.

CB/ISHANI/SAUMYA/0443



