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SANJIO:: HC EPP

08.12.2025
EVE. LS - VANDE MATARAM

Lok Sabha has taken up the discussion on the 150th Anniversary of
the National Song Vande Mataram. The national song was written by
Bankimchandra Chatterji in 1875. Initiating the discussion, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that the mantra of Vande Mataram gave power and
inspiration to entire country and energised the freedom movement. He
said, remembering the sacred Vande Mataram today is a great privilege for
all members of this House and the countrymen. Mr Modi said that 150
years of Vande Mataram is an opportunity to re-establish that great
chapter and the glory. He added that the national song Vande Mataram
brought the country independence in 1947. The Prime Minister said, Vande
Mataram is the force that drives the people to achieve the dreams of the
freedom fighters envisioned.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister Modi said when Vande Mataram celebrated its 100th
anniversary, the country was shaken by the emergency. He added that
when the national song should have been celebrated with great fervor, the
Constitution of India was strangled and those who lived and died for
patriotism were imprisoned behind bars.

(Byte - Narendra Modi)

Prime Minister Modi said, Vande Mataram is not just a mantra for
political freedom but it was a sacred war cry to rid Bharat Mata of shackles
of colonialism. He said, Vande Mataram rekindled an idea deeply rooted in
India for thousands of years. The Prime Minister said, Vande Matram was
written at a time of uprising against the British government for unleashing



various forms of oppression. He said through the national song, Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay responded to this challenge with great strength
and resolve.

<><>DIPENDRA/ANUPAM/SANJEEV/
MAIL/ 1605 HRS

SANJIO:: HC EPP

08.12.2025
EVE RS- NAIDU AVIATION CRISIS

Union Minister for Civil Aviation K Rammohan Naidu has said that
there will be no compromise on air safety as it is the top most priority for
the government. In reply to supplementaries regarding the implementation
of the Flight Duty Time Limitations (FDTL) guidelines, Mr Naidu informed
the Rajya Sabha that the government is conducting an enquiry in
connection with the situation leading to cancellation of several flights due
to which passengers had to face a lot of difficulties. He said, the
government is not taking this situation lightly and very strict action will be
taken in the matter. He said that the government will set an example for
all the airlines if there is any non -compliance or non adherence of the
guidelines by any person, any organisation of any operator functioning in
the Civil Aviation, by taking strict action.

( Byte- K Rammohan Naidu)

The Minister said that inconvenience faced by the passengers due to
cancellation of Indigo flights was linked to IndiGo’s internal crew rostering
and operational planning, not the Aircraft Maintenance and Scheduling
System (AMSS). Mr Naidu said that the Ministry also held a meeting with
Indio on FDTL guidelines on 1st of this month itself and clarification was
given to the operator on what was required but Indigo did not flag the
issue of crew rostering that time.

Anand/Suparna/ MAIL/ 1551 HRS

GAURAV:: JATIN EPP
08.12.2025
LS- UNAUTHORIZED LOAN APPS

The Government today said that it has been constantly engaging with
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and other concerned Regulators or
stakeholders to curb the operations of unauthorized digital loan apps in the



country. Replying to a question in the Lok Sabha, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said that the RBI has operationalized a directory of ‘Digital
Lending Apps (DLAs)’ on its website for public information, with effect from
1st of July this year. She said, the Directory consists of all DLAs deployed
by Regulated Entities of RBI. She added that the directory aims to aid the
customers in verifying the claim of a DLA’s association with a Regulated
Entity. The Minister further said that in the case of unauthorized digital
loan apps being identified, the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology is empowered to issue directions for blocking of information for
public access under Section 69A of Information Technology Act, 2000. It
will be done after following the due process as provided in the Information
Technology (Procedure and Safeguards for Blocking for Access of
Information by Public) Rules, 2009. Ms Sitharaman added that the
Government and RBI have been taking up various initiatives from time to
time to protect citizens from exploitation by unauthorized loan apps.
<><><>VISHNU/ANUPAM/1429 HRS

SANJIO:: HC EPP
08.12.2025

RS -UJJWALA YOJANA

Minister of State for Petroleum and Natural Gas Suresh Gopi has said
that about 10 crore 33 lakh free LPG connections were given to
beneficiaries under Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana across the country. In a
written reply to a question in Rajya Sabha today, Mr Gopi said that the
scheme was launched in 2016 to provide deposit free LPG connection to
women from poor households. He said, the government has recently
approved the release of 25 lakh additional LPG connections during 2025-
26. The Minister said, the scheme had resulted in a shift from traditional
cooking methods that involve burning solid fuels like wood, dung and crop
residue. <><>

DIPENDRA/ MAIL/ 1538 HRS

SANJIO:: HC EPP
08.12.2025
RS- PRICE CAPPING
Civil Aviation Minister K Rammohan Naidu has informed Rajya Sabha



that the government has capped the air fare across the country in view of
the situation arisen due to the cancellation of certain flights leading to
shortage of capacity. In reply to supplementaries, Mr Naidu said that the
government has created four pricing slabs based on the distance. He said,
the government has been continuously monitoring the capping of air fares
in regular season and it has also taken strict action when it observed the
increase in fare during a particular season. The Minister said, it would be
continuously monitoring the air fare so that the passenger is not exploited.
He also informed that due flight disruptions, the Ministry observed
cancellations of over 5 lakh 86 thousand PNRs for which 569 crore rupees
have been returned to passengers.

( Byte- K Rammohan Naidu)

<><> Anand/ MAIL/ 1549 HRS

SANJIO:: HC EPP 08.12.2025
LS-STANDING COMMITTEE

In a major clean energy milestone, India has reached its Panchamrit
target of installing 50 per cent of its total power capacity from non-fossil
sources, five years ahead of the 2030 deadline. A Standing Committee on
Energy, which was tabled in the Lok Sabha today lauded the Ministry of
New and Renewable Energy (MNRE), Ministry of Power (MoP), and other
stakeholders for propelling the country to this achievement for marking a
strong stride toward its long-term climate commitments.

According to data submitted by the MNRE, as of 30 June 2025,
India’s total installed power capacity stood at 485 GW, of which 243 GW,
or roughly 50 per cent, originated from non-fossil energy sources. The
Committee noted that the country has already installed 116 GW of solar
capacity, with an ambitious target of 292 GW to be reached by 2030.

It noted that India needs to add around 176 GW of new solar
installations over the next five years to meet the broader goal of 500 GW
of non-fossil power capacity.The Ministry informed that 128 GW of solar
capacity is currently under implementation, while an additional 62 GW is in
the tendering phase.

However, the Committee flagged several challenges that could
impede progress. These include delays in land acquisition, bottlenecks in
connectivity approvals, inadequate storage infrastructure, and the need to



strengthen domestic manufacturing.

Emphasizing the urgency of addressing these barriers, the Committee
urged the MNRE and all relevant stakeholders to diligently follow the
planned roadmap” to ensure that the momentum in solar and other
renewable energy projects is not lost.

The Lok Sabha Committee has also noted that the Land acquisition
has emerged as one of the most significant challenges slowing down the
development of utility-scale solar projects across India. The Ministry of
New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) informed the Committee that large
solar installations typically require 4 to 7 acres of land per megawatt.

To fully realize India’s long-term solar potential, the country would
need an estimated 1.4 to 2 million hectares of land. The Committee
warned that it could overlap with agriculturally productive or ecologically
sensitive areas, creating competition with food security.

SANJEEV/ MAIL/ 1649 HRS



