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VE. LS-DISCUSSION ELECTIONS

Discussion on election reforms is underway in the Lok Sabha. Intervening
in the discussion, Law and Justice Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal said,
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of Electoral rolls were conducted several
times during the Congress regime, but now the opposition is raising
questions over the exercise. He lauded the country’s voting structure
saying that everyone got equal voting rights since Independence. He said,
Narendra Modi government passed the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam
which seeks to reserve one-third of the total number of seats for women in
Lok Sabha, State Legislative Assemblies and Delhi Assembly.

Participating in the discussion, Nishikant Dubey of BJP said, BJP does
the politics of national interest, rather than vote bank politics. He accused



the opposition parties for doing politics on Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls. He alleged that Congress, Trinamool Congress and
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha win due to the votes of infiltrators that is why
they are opposing the SIR. He also accused the Congress for appointing
the Chief Election Commissioners for their vested interest during their
tenure.

Speaking on the election reforms, Leader of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha and Congress leader Rahul Gandhi raised the issue of duplicate
voters in the electoral rolls. He questioned the Election Commission on the
SIR in Bihar, alleging that one lakh 20 thousand duplicate photos exist in
the voting list. On the electoral reform, Mr. Gandhi said, reform requires
machine-readable voter lists for all parties a month before polling, and
demanded withdrawal of the law that permits destruction of CCTV footage.

Earlier, initiating the discussion, Manish Tewari of Congress said, the
Election Commission should give the reasons for carrying out the SIR. He
said, SIR is ongoing in many states in the country, but the Election
Commission has no legal justification to hold SIR. Mr Tewari also suggested
that either VVPAT should be counted in full or the country should revert to
paper ballots. Sanjay Jaiswal of BJP said that the opposition is raising the
issue of SIR to distract people from their heavy losses in the recently-
concluded Bihar elections. He accused the Congress for vote chori during
their government.

Samajwadi Party leader Akhilesh Yadav said that the electoral
reforms are only possible if the Election Commission functions in an
unbiased manner. He suggested moving back to ballot papers for voting.
Mr Yadav wondered if more technologically advanced nations like Germany
and the United States conduct voting through ballot paper then why India
is using EVMs. Kalyan Banerjee of Trinamool Congress alleged that many
BLOs in different parts of the country have lost their lives due to the SIR
work pressure. Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Anil Desai said that the anti-defection
law has become toothless. He said EVMs should be replaced by ballot
papers. NCP (SCP) leader Supriya Sule spoke about violence and corruption
during the elections. RJID MP Abhay Kumar Sinha questioned the conduct
of elections in Bihar. He demanded that there should be independent
verification of VVPATs. Amra Ram of CPI (M) demanded impartial reforms



in the election commission, restriction on corporate funding to political
parties and government funding for political parties to fight polls.

Union Minister and JD (U) leader Rajiv Ranjan (Lalan) Singh said the
Election Commission is undertaking the Special Intensive Revision of
electoral rolls and it is doing the right thing. He said, the world has seen
that elections in India are conducted in an impartial manner. He took a dig
at the opposition saying that if they win in the election then they have no
issue with the EVM, but when they lose, they see problems in EVMs. Lavu
Shri Krishna Devarayalu of TDP also criticized the opposition for raising
questions on the Election Commission. He suggested the adoption of a
single unified electoral roll for national, state and local body elections. Arun
Bharti of Lok Janshakti Party (Ramvilas) reminded opposition of booth
capturing during 1980s and 1990s. He said, SIR is conducted to clean
electoral rolls and it is bringing out the real power of politics.

Shrikant Shinde of Shiv Sena said, the world recognizes India as a
mother of democracy due to its transparent elections. He suggested a
single electoral roll for all elections.

PM SURYA GHAR

A total of 7075.78 Megawatts of rooftop solar capacity has been installed in
the country under the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana scheme in the
residential sector. Replying to during the question hour in Rajya Sabha,
Minister of State for New and Renewable Energy, Shripad Yesso Naik said
the scheme aims to achieve rooftop solar installations in one crore
households in the residential sector by financial year of 2026-27 with an
outlay of 75,021 crore rupees. Under the scheme Gujarat is number one
state in the roof top installation with a total capacity of 1,828.05 MW. In
another question, the Minister stated that it is a demand driven scheme for
installation of rooftop solar (RTS) systems, wherein all residential
consumers in the country having grid connected electricity connection of
the local DISCOM can avail the benefits by applying on the National Portal
of the scheme. The Minister said a total of 53,54,099 applications have
been received on the National Portal and 19,17,698 RTS systems have
been installed across the country. He further added that a total of



13,793.15 crore rupees has been disbursed under Central Financial
Assistance (CFA) to the beneficiaries of the scheme.

LS-SABHASAAR: The Ministry of Panchayati Raj today informed that a

total of 92 thousand 376 Gram Panchayats have used the SabhaSaar tool
for automated meeting summarisation across States and Union Territories.
In a written reply in Lok Sabha today Minister of Panchayati Raj, Rajiv
Ranjan Singh said that The Ministry is continuously striving to create
greater awareness about the functionalities of SabhaSaar. He added that a
standard operating procedure was conveyed to the States and Union
Territories who conveyed it further to the Panchayats. The Minister
informed that SabhaSaar has been made available to all States and Union
Territories and Gram Panchayats are progressively adopting it for routine
Gram Sabha and Panchayat meetings. SabhaSaar is an Al-enabled voice-
to-text meeting summarisation tool which was launched on 14th August
this year.

LS- PM KISAN

The Centre has disbursed over four lakh Crore rupees through 21
installments since the inception of the PM-KISAN scheme. Replying to
Supplementaries during Question Hour in the Lok Sabha today, Union
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said, the
assistance under transferred to the beneficiaries through Direct Benefit
Transfer mode, based on the verified data received from the States and
Union Territories on the PM-KISAN portal. Mr Chouhan said, there is no
physical and financial target under the PM-KISAN Scheme.

RS - AYUSHMAN

Government has said that over two crore claims amounting to more
than 28 thousand crore rupees have been settled in the last financial year



under the Ayushman Bharat - Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana. Minister
of State for Health and Family Welfare Prataprao Jadhav said this in a
written reply to a question in Rajya Sabha today. He said, the scheme
provides health cover of five lakh rupees per family per year for secondary
and tertiary care hospitalization to 12 crore families. Mr Jadhav informed
that as of October this year, more than 42 crore 31 lakh Ayushman cards
have been created under the scheme. The Minister said, more than 89 lakh
cards have been issued under the Ayushman Vay Vandana category for
senior citizens.

JITENDRA SINGH- CSC: Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions
Minister Dr Jitendra Singh today reiterated the government’s emphasis on
timely promotions to keep the employees motivated to work and perform.
During the interaction with a delegation from the Central Secretariat
Services Group C Employees’ Association at Parliament, Dr Singh pointed
out the large-scale promotions undertaken across the three services-
Central Secretariat Service, Central Secretariat Stenographers’ Service and
Central Secretariat Clerical Service. He also noted that in order to clear the
stagnation of several decades piled up by the earlier government, the
Department of Personnel and Training had undertaken an exercise of mass
promotions and also cleared the backlog promotions for reserved
vacancies. The Minister recalled that more than 8,000 promotions were
affected on June 30, 2022 alone, and over 16,200 promotion orders have
been issued between 2022 and 2024 across various grades. A detailed
representation highlighting issues related to service matters, including
promotions and cadre restructuring were submitted by the delegation
during the meeting with Dr Singh.

SC-SIR: The Supreme Court today took serious note of BLOs and other

officials engaged in SIR 2.0 being threatened in West Bengal and other
states, and asked the Election Commission to bring such instances to its
notice. A bench of Chief Justice Surya Kant and Justice Joymalya Bagchi
asked the poll panel to take serious notice of the lack of cooperation by



different state governments in the work for Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls.

IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast cold wave conditions
over Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Punjab, Telangana and
Vidarbha today. Dense Fog conditions are expected today in isolated
pockets over Assam, Meghalaya, East Uttar Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur,
Mizoram and Tripura and Odisha. The Weather agency said that
thunderstorms and lightning conditions are likely to prevail over Andaman
and Nicobar Islands till tomorrow.



