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BIHAR-POLLING

The first phase of Assembly elections in Bihar will be held today. 121
constituencies spread over 18 districts will go to polls in this phase. These
include Patna, Vaishali, Nalanda, Bhojpur, Munger, Saran, Siwan, Begusarai,
Lakhisarai, Gopalganj, Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga, Madhepura, and Saharsa.
Polling will begin at 7 AM and continue till 6 in the evening. However, due to
security reasons, voting will conclude at 5 PM in Simri Bakhtiyarpur, Mahishi,
Tarapur, Munger, Jamalpur, and in 56 polling booths of the Suryagarha
Assembly segment.

Elaborate security arrangements have been made to ensure free, fair,
and peaceful polling. A state-of-the-art Command and Control Centre has
been set up to monitor the poll process, with webcasting from all 45,341
polling stations. Central Armed Police Forces, along with state police, have



been deployed across all polling stations. To promote women’s
empowerment, 926 all-women-managed booths and 107 booths managed by
Divyangjan (specially-abled) personnel have been established. Additionally,
320 model booths have been set up with enhanced facilities for voters.

A special control room has been established at the Chief Electoral
Officer’s office in Patna. Voters can register complaints on phone number
0612-2824001, fax 0612-2215611, or email ceo_bihar@eci.gov.in and
ceobihar@gmail.com. Several voter-centric initiatives, including mobile
deposit facilities, will also be available during the elections. More from our
correspondent:

V/C - DHARMENDRA

In the first phase of the assembly elections the political fate
of a total of 1,314 candidates will be decided by over 3.75 crore
electors. Among them are 122 women candidates. From the NDA
side, JD(U) is contesting the highest number of 57 seats, followed

by BIP on 48, LIP (Ram Vilas) on 14, and Rashtriya Lok Morcha on
2 seats.

In the Mahagathbandhan, RID has fielded the highest

number of 73 candidates, followed by 24 from Congress and 14
from CPI (ML) in the first phase. Mukesh Sahani led Vikas Sheel

Insaan Party has given ticket to 5 candidates; CPM and CPI are
contesting three seats each. The new constituent of opposition the
Indian Inclusive Party ( IIP) is contesting in three assembly
segments.

The newly floated Jan Suraj Party has fielded 119 candidates
in _this phase. BSP, Pashupati Kumar Paras led Rashtriva Lok
Janshakti Party and AIMIM has also fielded many candidates in

this phase.
Apart from Deputy Chief Ministers Samrat Choudhary and

Vijay Kumar Sinha from Tarapur and Lakhisarai seats several
prominent candidates are in fray.

Electoral fortunes of 16 Ministers of Nitish Kumar cabinet will
also be decided in this phase. Mahagathbandhans’ Chief Ministerial
candidate Tejashwi Prasad Yadav is contesting from Raghopur.

Former Union Minister and former MP Ram Kripal Yadav is
contesting from Danapur assembly segment as a BJP nominee.
Famous folk singer Maithili Thakur from Alinagar and Bhojpuri

actor singer Kheshari Lal Yadav from Chapra are trying their luck




first time in politics. Deputy speaker of Bihar Assembly Narendra
Narayan Yadav, former Speaker Awadh Bihari Choudhaty,

Shahabuddin’s son Osama Shahab are among the prominent
candidates in this phase. Dharmendra Kumar Rai, Akashvani News,
Patna

CB/DHARMENDRA KUMAR RAI/PATNA/MAIL/0429
BAIG::SUSHMA NP-I 05.11.2025
CJI-MNLU

Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai has said that all three wings of
democracy , the executive, the judiciary, and the legislature, exist for the
welfare of citizens and cannot function in isolation. He was speaking at the
inauguration of the new campus of Maharashtra National Law University,
Mumbai, at Goregaon today. The Chief Justice lauded the Maharashtra
government’s proactive steps to strengthen judicial infrastructure, saying the
state has one of the best facilities for the judiciary in the country.

Speaking at the event, Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis said Chief
Justice Gavai has played a key role in establishing Maharashtra’s three
National Law Universities. He expressed confidence that MNLU Mumbai will
soon be recognised as an international university.

Mr. Fadnavis added that Maharashtra is the only state with three
National Law Universities. He noted that MNLU Mumbai , the first among
them , will nhow have its most advanced and prestigious campus. He
highlighted the long process of acquiring land in suburban Mumbai and
securing necessary clearances, and assured that the new campus will evolve
into a globally recognised institution aligned with the National Education
Policy and integrated into the upcoming Edu City in Mumbai.

<><>BHAVANA/DEVAPRIYO/MUMBAI/MAIL/2233 HRS

BS EP-I
05.11.2025

MANDAVIYA-PAKISTAN
Labour and Employment Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya today said

that Pakistan has undermined the spirit of Indus Waters Treaty through
sustained hostility and cross-border terrorism. Mr Mandaviya stressed that



the neighbouring country has also repeatedly misused the Treaty
mechanisms to obstruct India’s legitimate projects.

Delivering India’s National Statement at the Plenary Session of Second
World Summit for Social Development in Doha, Mr Mandaviya took strong
objection to certain unjustified references made by President of Pakistan
yesterday on India in its remarks. He termed this an abuse of an international
forum to distract the world from focusing on social development by peddling
disinformation against India. The Minister also said that Pakistan has no locus
standi to comment on country's internal affairs, particularly when it indulges
in acts of cross-border terrorism against Indian citizens. He said Pakistan
should introspect and address its own serious challenges related to
development which has made it dependent on hand-outs by international
community.

Dr Mandaviya highlighted country's transformative progress in
poverty alleviation and social security advancement under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership at Second World Summit for Social Development
in Doha. He said social progress is achievable when people remain at the core
of policy, and development becomes a shared endeavour. He underlined
Prime Minister Modi’s vision of ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikaas'. He added that
India’s development trajectory offers an emulative development model for
the Global South.

<><>Suparna/2025 hrs

BS EP-1 05.11.2025

GOYAL-FTA

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has said that the
ongoing negotiations on the Free Trade Agreement between India and New
Zealand will pave the way for expanding trade, investment, and innovation
linkages. Mr Goyal said this in a social media post after meeting New Zealand
Prime Minister Christopher Luxon in Auckland. The Minister said, India deeply
values its growing partnership with New Zealand. He added that both
countries are energised by the shared resolve to take this partnership to new
heights.
<><>RISHU/SUPARNA/1915 HRS
SHUKLA MP-II 06.11.2025



MEN'S CRICKET

In Men’s Cricket, fourth T20 International of the five-match series
between India and Australia will be played at Carrara Oval in Queensland,
Australia, today. The match will begin at 1:45 PM Indian Time. Currently, the
series is tied 1-1 after India defeated Australia by five wickets in the third T20
International at Hobart. Meanwhile, Australia have made a few changes to
their squad for the fourth T20I, with Travis Head and Sean Abbott being
released from the T20I squad.

CB/RUPESH/NET/0400

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the year-long
commemoration of 150 years of the national song 'Vande Mataram' in New
Delhi tomorrow. The Ministry of Culture will organize the inaugural ceremony
of the Commemoration of 150 Years of the National Song. This event will
mark the formal launch of a year-long nationwide commemoration from
tomorrow to 7th November, next year. The year-long commemoration will
celebrate 150 years of this timeless composition which inspired India’s
freedom movement and continues to evoke national pride and unity.

Union Cabinet had on 1st of last month approved the nationwide
celebrations to mark 150 years of the national song. The salient features of
the inaugural ceremony will include Curated Exhibition tour on the history of
150 Years of Vande Mataram. There will also be a screening of a short
documentary film and release of a Commemorative Stamp and Coin.
<><><>

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has congratulated Indian leading
cooperatives Amul and IFFCO for securing the 1st and 2nd ranks in the global
ranking for cooperatives. In a social media post, Mr Modi said, India’s
cooperative sector is vibrant and is also transforming several lives. The
government is taking numerous steps to further encourage this sector in the
times to come, he added.
<><><>

The Indian Navy will formally commission the Ikshak ship into the
service at Naval Base in Kochi, today. The commissioning ceremony will be
held in the presence of Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi.
The Ministry of Defence informed that Ikshak will enhance the Indian Navy's
hydrographic survey capabilities along with the third vessel of the Survey
Vessel class and the first to be based at the Southern Naval Command.
<><><>

The US Supreme Court justices have raised doubts over the legality of



President Donald Trump’s use of International Emergency Economic Powers
Act of 1977 to unilaterally set tariffs on imports from more than 100 countries
in an attempt to reduce the trade deficit and ignite more manufacturing in the
United States.
<><><>

India’s top chess players made strong showings at the FIDE World Cup
2025, with Grandmasters D Gukesh, Arjun Erigaisi, and Pentala Harikrishna
advancing to Round 3, while Diptayan Ghosh delivered a stunning upset over
reigning World Blitz Co-champion Ian Nepomniachtchi.



