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EVE BIHAR FIRST PHASE (WITH V/C)

The campaigning for the first phase of the Bihar Assembly
elections ended this evening. In the first phase, polling will be held on
6th of this month in 121 Assembly constituencies spread across 18
districts. During the first phase political fate of total one thousand 314
candidates will be decided by more than three crore 75 lakh electorates.

In this phase, voters will exercise their franchise in the state,
including Patna, Darbhanga, Madhepura, Saharsa, Muzaffarpur,
Gopalganj, Siwan, Saran, Vaishali, Samastipur, Begusarai, Lakhisarai,
Munger, Sheikhpura, Nalanda, Buxar, and Bhojpur districts. On the last



day of campaigning, star campaigners and senior leaders from both the
NDA and the Mahagathbandhan made every last ditch effort to woo the
voters in support of their party candidates.

The Election Commission has made elaborate security
arrangements for the first phase. According to the Election Commission,
for the first time, one General Observer will be deployed in each
constituency. Webcasting will be conducted at all polling stations to
closely monitor the electoral process. The District Magistrates and
Superintendents of Police have been instructed to maintain zero
tolerance towards any violence. Adequate Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF) will also be deployed. More from our correspondent:

(V/C Dharmendra)

In the first phase of the Bihar Assembly elections, the political
fortunes of 16 ministers from the Nitish Kumar-led government

will be at stake, out of which 11 belong to the BJP. From the
BJP, Deputy Chief Ministers Samrat Choudhary and Vijay Kumar
Sinha are among the prominent candidates contesting from

Tarapur and Lakhisarai constituencies, respectively. The Chief
Ministerial candidate of the Mahagathbandhan, Tejashwi

Prasad Yadav, is contesting for the third time from the
Raghopur Assembly constituency. His estranged elder brother,
Tej Pratap Yadav, is contesting from the Mahua constituency in
Vaishali district as a candidate of his own party, the Jan Shakti
Janta Dal. Former Bihar State BJP President and Health Minister
Mangal Pandey is in the fray from the Siwan Assembly
constituency. JD(U) nominee and seven-time MLA Shravan
Kumar is seeking a record eighth term election from the
Nalanda constituency. A close associate of Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar and Water Resources Minister Vijay Kumar Choudhary,
who has been elected six times earlier, is contesting from the
Sarai Ranjan constituency of Samastipur. Dharmendra Kumar
Rai, Akashvani News, Patna.

In the second phase, 122 assembly constituencies across 20
districts will go to the polls on 11th of this month, and the counting of
votes will take place on 14th November. A total of 90 thousand 712
polling booths will be set up for over seven crore 43 lakh voters across
the state.
<><>GAURAV/DHARMENDRA RAI/PATNA/MAIL/1826 HRS
BS EP-1 05.11.2025

ECI-BIHAR ELECTION




Election Commission has commenced the International Election
Visitors’ Program 2025 at the India International Institute for Democracy
and Election Management in New Delhi. As part of the programme, a
total of 14 participants from seven countries including France, South
Africa, Belgium, Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand and Colombia will
witness polling in the first phase of the Bihar Assembly Elections which is
scheduled to be held on 6™ of this month. Election Commission said that
the programme includes a two-day tour of Bihar where the participants
will visit the Electronic Voting Machine dispatch centres. During the
inaugural session, participants were demonstrated Electronic Voting
Machines and preparation of electoral rolls, and the conduct of elections.
Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar along with Election
Commissioner Dr. Vivek Joshi also interacted with the participants. The
International Election Visitors’ Program is a flagship program of the ECI
for fostering international cooperation and engagement with the Election
Management Bodies of other countries and International Organizations.

<><><><>PALLAVI/0510
SJ MP-1 05.11.2025
VP- CHHATTISGARH VISIT

Vice-President C P Radhakrishnan will visit Chhattisgarh today,
marking his first visit to the State after assuming office. During the visit,
he will participate in a series of public events in Nava Raipur and
Rajnandgaon, including the Rajat Mahotsav celebrations, symbolizing
the 25th anniversary of Chhattisgarh’s formation.

The Vice President's Secretariat informed the Vice President will be
accorded a Guard of Honour at Raj Bhavan, Raipur, tomorrow. On the
same day, he will witness an Air Show by the Indian Air Force’s
Suryakiran Aerobatic Team in Sendh Lake of Nava Raipur. Later, the
Vice President will grace the Lakhpati Didi Sammelan in Rajnandgaon as
the Chief Guest. The Secretariat added that Mr Radhakrishnan will
conclude his visit by attending the Closing Ceremony of the Chhattisgarh
Rajat Mahotsav in Nava Raipur.

The Secretariat said that the Vice President will arrive Chhattisgarh
this evening, after concluding his visit to Kerala and Tamil Nadu today.

<><>RAHISUDDIEN/ROHAN/0507
SJ MP-1 05/11/2025



GURU NANAK DEV-BIRTH

Guru Nanak Jayanti, also known as Gurupurab is celebrating across the
country today, to mark the 556 birth anniversary of Guru Nanak Dev,
the first among the ten gurus and the founder of the Sikh religion.
Celebrated every year on Kartik Purnima, Gurupurab usually falls in the
months of October-November. It is one of the most sacred festivals in
Sikhism, with devotees across India and abroad celebrating the day with
fervour. Meanwhile, President Droupadi Murmu has extended greetings
to all the fellow citizens on the eve of Guru Nanak Jayanti. In her
message, President Murmu said that this occasion inspires all to adopt
the ideals and values of Guru Nanak Dev and guides all towards building
a better society. She added that Guru Nanak ji's message teaches that
living a life based on truth, justice, and compassion is the true measure
of success. He also inspires all to live with honesty and to share
resources with others. The President urged everyone to imbibe the
ideals of Guru Nanak Dev in their lives and follow the path shown by him
to build a more peaceful and prosperous nation.

NET/0549/HRS

SJ MP-1 05.11.2025
GOYAL- NEW ZEALAND

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal will hold trade talks
with Minister for Trade of New Zealand Todd McClay and discuss the
ongoing Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between the two countries. Mr
Goyal is visiting, New Zealand, will also participate in a series of high-
level engagements aimed at strengthening trade, investment, and
innovation linkages between the two nations today. According to an
official statement issued by the Commerce Ministry, the 4th round of
India—New Zealand FTA negotiations commenced in Auckland on
November 3, marking an important step in deepening the bilateral trade
and economic dialogue between the two nations. The talks, which are
taking place in Auckland from November 3 to 7, mark a renewed effort
to craft a balanced, comprehensive and mutually beneficial deal after
months of technical discussions.

NET/0523/HRS

SJ MP-I 05.11.2025
INDIA -ISRAEL



India and Israel have reaffirmed its commitment to ensure a global
approach of zero-tolerance towards terrorism, in all its forms and
manifestations. The Ministry of External Affairs said this, after External
affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar held talks with his Israeli counterparts,
Gideon Sa’ar in New Delhi, who is on two day visit to India. The Ministry
said both the ministers held productive and detailed discussions
encompassing the entire spectrum of the India-Israel Strategic
Partnership. It added that they also reviewed the ongoing cooperation
in domains including political, security, agriculture,trade and investment,
Defence and people-to-people ties, as well as in critical and emerging
technologies, semiconductors, cyber security and AI. Mr Sa‘ar alos
shared Israel’s perspective and views on developments in West Asia and
the Gulf, while Dr Jaishankar expressed India’s support for the Gaza
Peace Plan. Mr Jaishankar also welcomed the return of hostages and
expressed hope that the Peace Plan paves way for a durable and lasting
solution. The MEA said both the nations also exchange of a
Memorandum of Understanding on training between the Sushma Swaraj
Institute of Foreign Service and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Israel.
<><>RAHISUDDIEN/RISHU/0458/hrs

SJ MP-1 05.11.2025
INDIA-ISRAEL JWC MEET

India and Israel signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to
expand the scope of bilateral defence ties between the two nations.
The MoU was exchanged at the 17th meeting of Joint Working Group
(JWG) meeting on defence cooperation between India and Israel was
held in Tel Aviv Yesterday. The meeting was co-chaired by Defence
Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh and Director General of Israeli Ministry of
Defence Major General Amir Baram. During the meeting, the agreement
will provide a unified vision and policy direction to deepen the already
strong defence cooperation between the two countries. This will enable
sharing of advanced tech and promote co-development and co-
production. The two sides discussed the potential areas for future
collaboration in the field of technology as well as enhancing operational
capabilities. They also deliberated on various issues, including shared
challenges of terrorism and underscored their collective resolve to fight
against the threat. On the sidelines, Defence Secretary Mr Singh also
met Israeli Defence Minister Israel Katz and briefed him on the key
outcomes of the Joint Working Group meeting. The meeting aimed at
further strengthening the robust and enduring defence cooperation
between India and Israel.



<><>PALLAVI/RISHU/0528/HRS
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NEW CHHATISGARH TRAIN ACCIDENT

Six people have lost their lives and around twenty others injured
in a train accident near Bilaspur, Chattisgarh this evening. The incident
occurred around 4 PM when a passenger train collided with a stationary
goods train near Lal Khadan. Railway, district administration and police
teams are carrying out relief and rescue operations at the site. The
injured have been rushed to nearby hospitals. The Railways has issued
helpline numbers for the convenience of passengers and their family
members.

Help desks have also been set up at Raipur, Durg and Bhatapara
railway stations in Chhattisgarh. Meanwhile, the Railways has
announced ex-gratia compensation. Ten lakh rupees each will be given
to the next of kin of the deceased, and five lakh rupees to those
grievously injured and one lakh rupees to those who sustained minor
injuries. The Railways has also decided to conduct a detailed inquiry into
the incident through the Commissioner of Railway Safety.

District Collector of Bilaspur Sanjay Agrawal said, the rescue
operation is underway.

(S/B- Sanjay Agrawal)
<><>VIKALP SHUKLA/BHUPENDRA/RAIPUR/MAIL/2005 HRS
SJ MP-1 05.11.2025

DIGITAL LIFE CERTIFICATE CAMPAIGN

Minister of State for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions Dr.
Jitendra Singh will launch fourth Nationwide Digital Life Certificate
Campaign in New Delhi today. The Ministry said that the month-long
campaign will be conducted across two thousand and five hundred
camps in the country. It said that the campaign aims to promote digital
empowerment of pensioners using face authentication technology. The
campaign is being organised to ensure that all pensioners, particularly
elderly pensioners, submit life certificates at their comfort in a seamless
digital mode. Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology and
Unique Identification Authority of India, will provide technical support in
the month-long campaign.

<><>DRISHTI/PRIYA/0508 HRS



