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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the credit guarantee
scheme for Exporters, approved by the Union Cabinet yesterday, will boost
global competitiveness, ensure smooth business operations and will help
India become a self-reliant nation. In a series of social media posts, Mr.
Modi lauded the decisions taken by the Union Cabinet. He added that the
Export Promotion Mission (EPM) will improve export competitiveness, help
MSMEs, first-time exporters and sectors that are labour-intensive. Mr. Modi
mentioned that EPM brings together key stakeholders to build a
mechanism that is outcome based and effective. The Prime Minister further
asserted that the union cabinet’s decision of rationalization of royalty rates
for critical minerals will boost sustainability and self-reliance. He highlighted
that this move will strengthen supply chains and create new job
opportunities.

PRIYA/1005HRS

<><><>
BJP MP Aparajita Sarangi has been appointed as chairperson of the Joint
Committee of Parliament to examine the Constitution (130th Amendment)
Bill 2025, The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation (Amendment) Bill 2025,
and the Government Of Union Territories (Amendment) Bill 2025. The 31-



member panel has four members from the opposition ranks, 15 from the
BJP, 11 from NDA constituents and one nominated member.

A Lok Sabha Bulletin said, BJP Lok Sabha MPs Ravi Shankar Prasad,
Bhartruhari Mahtab, Pradan Baruah, Brijmohan Agrawal, Vishnu Dayal
Ram, D K Aruna, Parshottambhai Rupala, and Anurag Thakur are part of
the committee.

<><><>

Botswana will today handover Cheetahs for translocation to India
under Project Cheetah. This was announced during the joint press briefing
yesterday at the end of bilateral talks between President Droupadi Murmu
and her Botswana counterpart Duma Boko.

Today, President Murmu is also scheduled to interact with the
members of the Indian community in Botswana before concluding her visit.
<><><>

Counting of Votes for the Assembly Elections in Bihar will take place
tommorow. The votes will be counted at 46 counting centres across the 38
districts of Bihar. The Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs), in which the
electoral fortune of all the candidates have been sealed, were kept under
tight security in strong rooms. Our correspondent reports that the counting
will begin at 8 AM tomorrow.

<><><>

Delhi Metro Rail Corporation has said that Lal Quila Metro Station will
remain closed till further notice due to security reasons. In a social media
post, it said that all other stations are functional as normal. The Lal Quila
Metro Station was closed after the blast in a car near Red Fort in Delhi on
Monday.

<><><>

The International Crimes Tribunal (ICT) of Bangladesh is set to
deliver its verdict today in the case against former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina. Ms Hasina currently faces charges of crimes against humanity,
linked to the July 2024 uprising that toppled her government. Meanwhile,
Hasina’s party Bangladesh Awami League has called for a nationwide
dawn-to-dusk lockdown today in protest.

<><><>

The United States Congress approved the federal funding package to
reopen the government after a record 43-day shutdown. The bill has now
been sent to US President Donald Trump for his signature. As per the
White House, the US President will be signing the funding bill on camera



from the Oval Office. This measure is likely to end the longest-ever
government shutdown in US history, following weeks of bitter political
deadlock over an Obamacare-related programme opposed by Republicans.
After the bill was passed by the US Senate earlier this week, the US House
of Representatives passed the funding bill by a vote of 222 to 209, with
nearly all Republicans and a handful of Democrats voting in favour.
<><><>

India Meteorological Department has forecast heavy rainfall at
isolated places over Kerala and Mahe today. Cold wave to severe cold wave
conditions over Chhattisgarh, East Rajasthan and East Madhya Pradesh will
prevail today. Shallow to moderate fog conditions and drop in minimum
temperature by two to three degree Celsius is predicted over Northeast
India.

<><><>

In FIDE Chess World Cup, Grandmaster Arjun Erigaisi, R
Praggnanandhaa and Pentala Harikrishna will play Round-4 tie-breaks in
Goa today. The games will begin at 3 PM. Earlier, Arjun played well
contested draw against Peter Leko of Hungary, while Praggnanandhaa
played draw against Russia's Daniil Dubov. Similarly, Harikrishna blundered
a pawn and found himself in a bit of pickle, but managed to escape with a
draw against Nils Grandelius of Sweden.



