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<><><><><><> 

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said the Northeast has been placed 

“at the centre of na!onal policy,” with major gains in infrastructure, digital 

connec!vity and logis!cs transforming the region a'er decades of neglect. 

Interac!ng with students during  the launch of Project SAMARTH at NIELIT 

Kohima yesterday,  Ms Sitharaman emphasized that the Centre con!nues to 

priori!se the Northeast, keeping in view its strategic role as the “gateway to 

Southeast Asia” under the Act East Policy. Sta!ng that Digital capabili!es are 

catching up very speedily in the Northeast, she added  that improved digital 

access posi!ons the region to tap global opportuni!es in digital markets.  Ms 

Sitharaman also praised the aspira!ons of India’s youth, saying they want to 

ac!vely contribute to building a developed India. She urged students to support 

one another and stay away from drugs and nega!ve influences. The Union 

Minister encouraged students to seize emerging opportuni!es and work 

collec!vely to build a confident, resilient and forward-looking genera!on that 

can anchor India’s march toward 2047. 

<><><><><><> 

Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs, Nirmala Sitharaman, yesterday 

inaugurated  Project SAMARTH - the Students Advancing Mindsets in AI, 

Robo!cs, Technology and Digital Hardware portal at the Na!onal Ins!tute of 

Electronics & Informa!on Technology (NIELIT), Kohima.  The Project SAMARTH 

is implemented by NIELIT Kohima in collabora!on with all NIELIT Northeast 

Centres, State Educa!on Departments, and PM SHRI schools and funded by 

Ministry of Electronics & Informa!on Technology (MeitY).   She also unveiled 

three SAMARTH Training kits of different categories for the students and also 

distributed the kits to 10 selected representa!ves of government and private 

schools.  

We have a report-  



SAMARTH ini
a
ve is designed to reach a total of 1,00,000 students, 3,000 

teachers, and 500 schools over a period of three years 
ll March 2028.  The 

implementa
on will take place in two structured phases In parallel, a dedicated 

Cybersecurity Awareness Drive will be conducted in 500 PM SHRI Schools, 

covering 50,000 students through classroom sessions on topics such as cyber 

hygiene, data privacy, digital ethics, and safe internet prac
ces. By combining AI, 

Robo
cs, Electronics, and Ethical Learning, this ini
a
ve transforms schools into 

incubators of crea
vity, resilience, and digital excellence for the youth.  

  

Earlier, Ms. Sitharaman also witnessed the exchange of an MoU between the 

Tata Semiconductor Assembly and Test Private Limited and the NIELIT 

Kohima.  The Minister toured an exhibi!on showcasing innova!ons by startups 

and students, and also visited the India AI Lab and the R&D Cyber Forensics Lab 

and  interacted with students and faculty members.                           

<><><><><><> 

The ruling Na!onal Democra!c Alliance (NDA) has secured a thumping majority 

in the Bihar Assembly elec!ons, winning 202 seats in the 243-member House. 

The results for all the cons!tuencies were declared by the Elec!on Commission 

last night. A party or an alliance needs 122 seats to form the government in the 

state. The BJP emerged as the largest party, winning 89 seats. Its ally, Chief 

Minister Ni!sh Kumar-led Janata Dal (United), won 85 seats, while Union 

Minister Chirag Paswan-led Lok Janshak! Party (Ram Vilas) bagged 19 seats. 

Hindustani Awam Morcha (Secular), headed by former Chief Minister Jitan Ram 

Manjhi, won five seats, while Upendra Kushwaha-led Rashtriya Lok Morcha 

bagged four seats.   The RJD-led Mahagathbandhan managed to win 

only 35 seats. Senior BJP Leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated that 

the victory in the Bihar Assembly Elec!ons is a mandate for the poli!cs of 

development and a rejec!on of the poli!cs of nepo!sm. 

<><><><><><> 

And, West Zone Women li'ed the Senior Women’s Inter-Zonal T20 Trophy 2025 

a'er defea!ng North Zone Women by 25 runs at the Nagaland Cricket Stadium 

in Sovima yesterday.  North Zone won the toss and opted to field first. BaHng 



under favourable condi!ons, West Zone posted a formidable total of 169 for 4 in 

the alloJed 20 overs.   Chasing the target, North Zone suffered an early setback, 

losing their first wicket in the second over with just 19 runs on the board.  The 

team con!nued to lose wickets at regular intervals and struggled to maintain the 

required momentum. Eventually, they fell short of the target, handing West Zone 

a comfortable victory by scoring 144/4 in 20 over.  Humaira Kaazi of West Zone 

was named Player of the Match, while her teammate Kiran Navgire received the 

Player of the Series award                                                                          

<><><><><><> 

 


