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NCDC-AMIT SHAH

Union Cooperation Minister Amit Shah has said that National
Cooperative Development Corporation-NCDC has emerged as a strong
medium for empowering cooperatives and providing them financial
assistance. The Minister made these remarks while addressing the 92nd
General Council meeting of the NCDC in New Delhi yesterday. Mr Shah
emphasized the need to promote the circular economy in the sugar mills
and dairy sector, which will directly benefit farmers. He highlighted NCDC’s
significant role in launching the country’s first cooperative taxi service,
which will greatly benefit drivers. He added that the new multi-state
cooperative society has been registered, and driver enrolment along with
technological development is under progress.

The Minister said that in the last few years NCDC's financial
assistance to cooperatives has increased nearly fourfold to over 95
thousand crore rupees. He informed that with NCDC's assistance,more than
one thousand Fish Farmers Producers Organisations-FFPOs have been
strengthened. Mr Shah has said that NCDC will allocate 20 thousand crore
rupees with a special focus on dairy, livestock, fisheries, and women
cooperative societies.

In a statement, Ministry of Cooperation has said that NCDC has
expanded the reach of cooperation by establishing a new regional office in
Vijayawada and sub-offices in Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Sikkim,
Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, and Nagaland.
It stated that financial assistance is being provided for purchasing trawlers
for deep-sea fishing in Maharashtra and Gujarat which has boosted the
Blue Economy and economically empowered the fishing community,



especially women.

PM SOUTH AFRICA VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be visiting Johannesburg, South Africa
from 21st to 23rd of November to attend the 20th G20 Leaders’ Summit.
This will be the fourth consecutive G20 Summit held in the Global South.
External Affairs Ministry said in a statement that at the Summit, Prime
Minister will put forth India’s perspectives on the G20 agenda. Prime
Minister is expected to speak in all the three sessions of the Summit. On
the margins of the G20 Leaders’ Summit, Mr Modi is expected to hold
bilateral meetings with some of the leaders present in Johannesburg. He
will also be participating in the India-Brazil-South Africa Leaders’ Meeting
being hosted by South Africa.

AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Indian shuttlers enjoyed a good outing at the Australian Open 2025
badminton tournament in Sydney today, as Lakshya Sen, HS Prannoy and
Kidambi Srikanth progressed to the second round of the BWF Super 500
event.

VISA-UAE

India has expanded its Visa-on-Arrival (VoA) facility for UAE nationals
to include Cochin, Calicut and Ahmedabad international airports. With this
move, UAE citizens now have access to VoA at nine major entry points
across India. Earlier the facility was available at centres in New Delhi,
Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Kochi.

The facility is available exclusively to UAE nationals who have
previously obtained an Indian e-visa or a regular paper visa. UAE citizens
arriving in India under this scheme may stay for up to 60 days and can
enter for tourism, business, conferences or medical purposes. The visa
allows double entry within the 60-day period. Applicants must hold
passports with a minimum validity of six months and may be asked to
provide proof of funds, accommodation and return or onward travel. The
VoA facility is not available to any UAE national whose parents or
grandparents were born in or are permanent residents of Pakistan.The fee



for Visa-on-Arrival remains 2,000 or the equivalent in foreign currency for
each passenger, including children. There is no limit on the number of
times a UAE national may avail the facility in a year.

The expanded access aims to further streamline travel for UAE
nationals and strengthen people-to-people ties, amid growing movement
between the two countries for tourism, business and medical
visits.<><><>

MINORITY AFFAIRS - PILGRIMS

Minority Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju has expressed deep shock over the bus
accident on the Medina-Mecca highway in Saudi Arabia that claimed the
lives of Indian pilgrims. Ministry of Minority Affairs is in continuous touch
with Indian Embassy officials, who are gathering more details and
extending all possible assistance.

Embassy in Riyadh and the Consulate in Jeddah are also in touch
with the Saudi Haj and Umrah Ministry, and other local authorities. The
Consulate General of India, CGI Jeddah is closely monitoring the situation
and is extending all required consular assistance, including hospital support
and facilitation of essential formalities. The CGI has set up a camp office at
the Indian Haj Pilgrims Office in Medina to assist the families of the Indian
nationals who lost their lives in the accident. The Consulate has activated a
toll-free helpline number to support the families of the deceased pilgrims,
urging family members to reach out for immediate support.

BIHAR NDA MEETING

Janata Dal (United) chief Nitish Kumar will take oath today for the 10th
time as the Chief Minister of Bihar. The swearing-in ceremony will be held
at the historic Gandhi Maidan in Patna at 11:30 AM. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and many dignitaries will attend the event. Yesterday chief
Nitish Kumar was elected as the leader of the National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) legislature party. The decision was taken during a joint meeting of
newly-elected MLAs of the five constituent parties of the coalition in Patna.
NDA had achieved a landslide victory in the recently concluded state
Assembly elections, returning to power by clinching 202 seats in the 243-
member House. Earlier in the day, BJP leader Samrat Choudhary was
elected as the leader of the party legislature, while Vijay Sinha was elected
as the deputy leader.



NIA-ANMOL
A Delhi court today sent Anmol Bishnoi to 11 days of custody to the
National Investigation Agency (NIA). The investigating agency produced
Anmol, the brother and close aide of gangster Lawrence Bishnoi, amid tight
security in Patiala House Court this evening after his arrest upon his
deportation from the US. The court sent Anmol to 11 days of NIA custody
on the agency's plea seeking 15-day custodial interrogation of the accused.
Anmol, wanted in connection with the killing of NCP leader Baba
Siddique, the firing at actor Salman Khan's residence in April 2024, the
murder of Punjabi singer Sidhu Moosewala, and several other crimes. He
had been detained in US in November last year. Absconding since 2022,
the US based Anmol is the 19th accused who was arrested for alleged
involvement in the terror-gangster syndicate led by his brother, Lawrence
Bishnoi.

INDIA POST

The first Gen Z-themed revamped Post Office was inaugurated at IIT Delhi
today. Communications Ministry said in a statement that India Post has
marked a significant milestone in its modernization journey with this. This
initiative reflects the vision of Communications Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
to transform Post Offices into vibrant, youth-centric spaces that resonate
with today’s students and young citizens.

The revamped Campus Post Office at IIT Delhi represents a complete
reimagining of postal engagement within educational institutions. Designed
collaboratively with students, the space features modern aesthetics, Wi-Fi-
enabled zones, creative graffiti and artwork by the IIT Fine Arts Society. It
has smart service touch points including QR-based parcel booking and
student-friendly Speed Post discounts. This transformation is part of a
national initiative covering Revamp of 46 existing Post Offices located
within educational campuses by 15th of December.

JITENDRA CRISPR

Science and Technology Minister, Dr. Jitendra Singh today launched
country’s first indigenous CRISPR based gene therapy for Sickle Cell
Disease, which primarily affects country's tribal population. The therapy,



named BIRSA 101 is dedicated to Bhagwan Birsa Munda, whose 150th
anniversary was observed on the 15" of this month. Addressing the
gathering, the Minister said, the country has formally begun its decisive
journey towards becoming a Sickle Cell Disease-free nation, marking a
historic turning point in the country’s public health and genomic medicine
landscape.

BIRLA- UN REFORM

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla today underscored the importance of re-
evaluating the United Nations’ current structure in light of a rapidly
changing global landscape. He highlighted the need for reforms that
address contemporary challenges. Mr Birla was addressing the inaugural
session of 26th International Conference of Chief Justices of the World in
New Delhi. Observing that in a world grappling with critical issues including
war, terrorism, climate crises, and digital threat, Mr Birla said that dialogue,
cooperation, and timely global reforms have become indispensable.
( Byte- Om Birla)
https://x.com/ombirlakota/status/1991056487670821089

In his address, Lok Sabha Speaker also highlighted country's ancient
philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and the principles of peace,
harmony, and equity enshrined in the Constitution as the foundation of the
country’s global commitment. Highlighting country's active role in UN
peacekeeping missions, Mr Birla affirmed that India has consistently acted
with a deep sense of responsible global cooperation.



