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PARAS EP-I 15.11.2025
FUR. REV. EVE. PM - GUJARAT VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated and laid foundation stone
of development projects worth over 9,700 crore rupees in Dediapada town
of the tribal-dominated Narmada district of Gujarat this afternoon. These
Projects focus on infrastructure, health, education, and heritage, with
particular emphasis on tribal empowerment. These projects were launched
on the occasion of Janjatiya Gaurav Divas, marking 150th birth anniversary
celebration of legendary tribal leader and freedom fighter Bhagwan Birsa
Munda. Addressing a gathering to mark the birth anniversary of tribal icon
Birsa Munda, Prime Minister Modi said that on this sacred occasion, we
must take a pledge to strengthen the mantra of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas.
Asserting that tribal welfare has always been the highest priority
for their government, Mr. Modi affirmed the government’s
unwavering resolve to end the injustices faced by tribal
communities and to ensure that the benefits of development
reach them. The Prime Minister stated that the government is
working with a comprehensive approach to address every aspect
of tribal life. He informed that the number of minor forest produce
items has been increased from 20 to nearly 100, and the MSP on
forest produce has been raised. He said, tribal pride has been an
integral part of India's consciousness for thousands of years. He
highlighted that whenever the question of the country's honor, self-respect,
and self-rule has arisen, India's tribal society has stood at the forefront. He
emphasized that the country cannot forget the contribution of tribal society
in the freedom movement. He also added that Shri Govind Guru Chair
Tribal Language Promotion Center has also been established today where
studies will be conducted on the dialects of all tribes. The Prime Minister
said, stories and songs associated with them will also be preserved in the
centre. Mr. Modi mentioned that the number of dispensaries, medical
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centers, and hospitals has been increased in tribal areas to address Sickle
cell disease which has been a major threat in tribal communities. He said, a
national-level campaign is underway to tackle this disease. Gujarat
Governor Acharya Devvrat, Chief Minister Bhupendrabhai Patel
were present among other dignitaries at the event. Prime Minister
Modi also addressed a gathering at Surat airport in Gujarat after
getting warm reception from people of Bihar.

Earlier in the day, Mr. Modi visited the under-construction bullet train
station in Gujarat's Surat to review the progress of the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail Corridor (MAHSR). The Prime Minister landed
at the Surat airport in the morning and reached the Antroli area, where a
bullet train station is under construction. Mr Modi interacted with officials
and reviewed the work. MAHSR, one of India's most ambitious
infrastructure projects, spans approximately 508 km, covering 352 km in
Gujarat and Dadra and Nagar Haveli, and 156 km in Maharashtra. The
corridor will connect major cities including Sabarmati, Ahmedabad, Anand,
Vadodara, Bharuch, Surat, Bilimora, Vapi, Boisar, Virar, Thane, and
Mumbai, marking a transformative step in India’s transportation
infrastructure. Built with advanced engineering techniques on par with
international standards, the project features 465 km (about 85 per cent of
the route) on viaducts, ensuring minimal land disturbance and enhanced
safety. So far, 326 km of viaduct work has been completed, and 17 out of
25 river bridges have already been constructed.

Upon completion, the Bullet Train will reduce travel time between
Mumbai and Ahmedabad to nearly two hours, revolutionizing inter-city
travel by making it faster, easier, and more comfortable. The project is
expected to boost business, tourism, and economic activity along the entire
corridor, catalyzing regional development.

The Surat-Bilimora section, covering around 47 km, is in an advanced
stage of completion, with civil works and track-bed laying fully completed.
The design of the Surat station draws inspiration from the city’s world-
renowned diamond industry, reflecting both elegance and functionality.
The station has been designed with a strong focus on passenger comfort,
featuring spacious waiting lounges, restrooms, and retail outlets. It will also
offer seamless multi-modal connectivity with the Surat Metro, city buses,
and the Indian Railways network.

Mr Modi offered prayers at the temple of Pandori Mata, the clan deity
of the tribal community, in Devmogra village of Sagbara taluka.
<><>TV/PIB/CB/1904
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SHAH NZC MEETING

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will chair a meeting of the Northern
Zonal Council (NZC) that will be held on Monday in Faridabad, Haryana.
Chief ministers of Punjab, Haryana and Himachal Pradesh, lieutenant
governors of Delhi, Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh, and the administrator
of Chandigarh, among others, are likely to participate in the meeting.
Officials today said, coordination among the state governments, water
sharing issues and development work are expected to be discussed in the
32nd NZC meeting. The meeting bears significance as it will be held days
after a ‘white-collar’ terror module was busted following the recovery of a
huge amount of explosives in Faridabad in a coordinated operation by
multiple state and central agencies.

On the NZC meeting, officials said, the role of zonal councils has
changed from an advisory nature to action platforms under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership. The Northern Zonal Council has an important
role from the point of view of development and security of the country,
with 21 per cent of the country’s land and 13 per cent of the population,
more than 35 per cent of the food grains are produced in the northern
region, they said.
<>NET/0007 HRS

SHUKLA:: KAMINI MP-1 16.11.2025

REV. SABARIMALA
The renowned Sabarimala Ayyappa Temple in Kerala will open today
for the auspicious Mandala-Makaravilakku pilgrimage season. The hill
shrine is set to welcome lakhs of pilgrims seeking blessings and spiritual
experience. Final preparations are now underway. A report:
[V/C-ANILA BALAKRISHNAN]

The Sabarimala temple will open this evening for the two-month-
long Mandala-Makaravilakku annual pilgrimage season. The

pilgrimage begins tomorrow with the start of the Malayalam
month of Vrischikam. The virtual queue system is active, and
spot-booking counters are all set. Every day, 90,000 darshan slots
will be available, of which 70,000 are through online booking and
20,000 through spot booking, ensuring smooth crowd
management. Health, drinking water, and sanitation facilities
have been strengthened along the trekking route from Pampa to
Sannidhanam. Police, Devaswom staff., _and volunteers are in
position. Mandalapooja will be held on December 27, and the




Makaravilakku festival is on January 14. Anila Balakrishnan,
Akashvani News, Thiruvananthapuram."
Anila Balakrishnan/ Thiruvananthapuram/MAIL/0419 HRS
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PM MANIPUR EMRS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today virtually laid the foundation
stone for the Eklavya Model Residential School (EMRS) at Songpejang
village in Manipur's Kangpokpi district. Kangpokpi Deputy Commissioner
Mahesh Chaudhari and other senior officials were present at the event.
Speaking on the occasion, the Deputy Commissioner described the
foundation stone-laying as one of the most important moments for the
district. He mentioned that while the district already has one EMRS at
Sapormeina, the new school will be a game changer for the surrounding
areas and subdivisions. The Deputy Commissioner expressed gratitude to
the Prime Minister and thanked all officials and representatives of Civil
Society Organisation for joining the programme, and

In connection with the celebration of Jan Jatiya Gaurav Diwas, the
Churachandpur district administration also virtually participated in the
Prime Minister's event from the National Jan Jatiya Gaurav Diwas event in
Gujarat. Simultaneously, similar live public viewings of Prime Minister
Modi's address were also arranged by SDOs at the sub-divisional level of
the district.<>
IANS/2347 HRS

SHUKLA:: KAMINI MP-1 16.11.2025
TELANGANA-NE CONNECT

Telangana state is set to host a techno-cultural festival to build
deeper cultural, social and developmental linkages between the State and
the North Eastern region of the country. The ‘Telangana-North East
Connect’ will take place in two phases in Hyderabad later this month and is
expected to bring together hundreds of artists, experts, officials and
cultural ambassadors from the eight North Eastern states. Principal
Secretary to the Telangana Governor, M Dana Kishore informed the media
that the first phase of the event will take place from 20th of this month for
three days in Hitex Exhibition Centre in Hyderabad. The three-day
programme will feature cultural showcases. Stalls selling handmade
products created by women self-help groups from the North East will also



be set up. The second phase of the event will be held at Raj Bhavan in
Hyderabad from 25th of this month for 3 days. Panel discussions focusing
on the health sector will take place during the event. He said about 500
invitees and officials will participate in the Raj Bhavan programmes, which
will also include exposure visits to leading hospitals, Genome Valley and T-
Hub.

MS LAKSHMI/HYDERBAD/MAIL/0545

SHUKLA MP-II 16.11.2025
TEST CRICKET

In Men's Cricket, South Africa will resume their second innings at 93
for 7 on day three of the first Test match against India at Eden Gardens,
Kolkata today. Temba Bavuma on 29 and Corbin Bosch on One were at the
crease when stumps were drawn last evening. South Africa are leading by
63 runs. Earlier yesterday, India were all out for 189 in their first innings.
KL Rahul scored 39 and was the highest run scorer for India in the first
innings, while Washington Sundar added 29 runs. After electing to bat first,
South Africa were all out for 159 runs in their first innings. Indian bowlers
dominated the innings with Jasprit Bumrah taking five wicket, while
Mohammad Siraj and Kuldeep Yadav picked up two wickets each.

BIMAL/NET/CB/0425 HRS



