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Central government has issued a gazette notification listing gallantry award
citations for defence personnel for their acts of extraordinary courage
during assorted operations, including Operation Sindoor. The citations
included in the Gazette are mainly ofthe Indian Air Force and Indian Army
personnel. The citations include heroes like Colonel Koshank Lamba and
Lieutenant Colonel Sushil Bisht. Colonel Koshank Lamba has been awarded
Vir Chakra for displaying exceptional bravery, valour and courage under
fire reflecting the traditional martial ethos of Indian Army, the notification
stated. Another Vir Chakra awardee is Lieutenant Colonel Sushil Bisht.
During an Operation Lieutenant Colonel Bisht as Officer Commanding,
displayed exceptional courage, leadership and operational brilliance. He led
his unit to resounding success by causing complete destruction of terrorist
camps.
Fighter pilot Group Captain Ranjeet Singh Sidhu has been awarded the Vir
Chakra for command of his squadron on effective strike missions against
pre-selected targets, in which all operational tasks were accomplished.
Group Captain Animesh Patni, flying a strategic Surface to Air Missile (SAM)
squadron from a forward airbase, proved to be a great leader during a
mission. His accurate direction caused immense damage to the enemy
without inflicting any damage to his own resources, and he was awarded
the Vir Chakra. Earlier, President Droupadi Murmu approved 127 Gallantry
awards and 40 Distinguished Service awards to personnel of the Armed
Forces and Central Armed Police Forces.
<><><>

The scrutiny of nomination papers for the second and final phase of the
Bihar Assembly elections was completed yesterday for 122 assembly
constituencies. During the process, the nomination paper of the Vikassheel
Insaan Party (VIP) candidate from the Sugauli Assembly constituency in
East Champaran district was rejected due to an insufficient number of
proposers. In the second phase, voting will take place on 11th of next
month. The last date for withdrawal of nominations is 23rd October.

<><><>
Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that to further cater to the



expected surge in passenger traffic for Diwali and Chhath, the Railways
plans to operate around 7,800 more special trains in the coming days, and
War Rooms have been set up to monitor the festive rush. The minister
visited the New Delhi Railway Station yesterday and conducted an on-
ground assessment of the arrangements made for passengers during the
festive season. Over 80 War Rooms are active at the Railway Board, zonal,
and divisional levels.
<><><>

Gujarati community across the world is celebrating New Year today. In
Gujarat, new year, which is popularly known as ‘Bestu Varsh’, is celebrated
on the first day of Kartik month of Hindu calendar Vikram Samvat. Union
Home Minister Amit Shah, Gujarat Governor Acharya Devvrat and Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel will exchange new year greetings with the
people.

SHUKLA MP-I 22.10.2025
GOVARDHAN PUJA

Govardhan Puja is being celebrated in different parts of the country
today. In Uttar Pradesh, Govardhan puja is being celebrated religious
fervour and devotion especially in Mathura and Vrindavan area, where
followers of Lord Krishna have gathered in large numbers. More from our
correspondent:

Foreigners, locals as well as tourists and pilgrims from all
over the country are worshiping lord Krishna at various temples of

Mathura Vrindavan and performing "parikrama'' of sacred hillock
Govardhan. Abhisheka with milk will be done in the main temples

of Govardhan such as Danghati @7:/'2772'7) Mukut Mukharvind and

Jatipura Mukharvind around 12 noon. Devotees are offering lavish
chhappan bhog to the god and making a mountain of food, called
Annakoot'’. People also decorate their cows on this occasion and
worship them. It's a tradition to offer jaggery and rice to the cows
on this occasion. In Bundelkhand area famous lathmar Diwali will
be celebrated today on this occasion. There is also an ancient
tradition of celebrating Govardhan with ‘peacock feathers'in the
region.

SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI/LUCKNOW/MAIL/0626



SANJIO EP-I 21.10.2025
IMD- WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a red colour
warning for heavy to very heavy rainfall over Kerala, Mahe, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry and Karaikal during the next two days. The weather agency
also forecasts heavy to very heavy rainfall over Andhra Pradesh, Coastal
Karnataka and South Interior Karnataka tomorrow.

The IMD said that thunderstorms accompanied with lightning and
gusty winds are very likely at isolated places over Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Karnataka, Kerala , Mahe, Lakshadweep, Odisha and Telangana
tomorrow. IMD has also predicted a minimum temperature 19 degrees
Celsius and maximum 33 degrees Celsius for the National capital tomorrow.

<<<>>> SHIVANG/ RAHISUDDIEN / 2007 HRS

DAY POLICE COMMEMORATION DAY

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh today said that only a strong police force
can build a strong nation, and this is the aim of the government. He said
this in his address after laying a wreath and paying homage to the martyrs
at the National Police Memorial in New Delhi on the occasion of Police
Commemoration Day. Mr Singh said, the military and police may have
different platforms, but their mission is the same, which is national
security. The military protects the country; the police protect society. While
the military ensures geographic integrity, the police safeguard India's social
integrity. He also said that in today’s time, police has to fight perception
along with maintaining law and order in the society.

The Defence Minister added that as the country enters the Amrit Kal
and looks toward building a ‘Viksit Bharat’” by 2047, balancing India's
internal and external security has become more important than ever.

Police Commemoration Day is observed every year on 21st October
to pay homage to ten valiant policemen who laid down their lives in an
ambush laid by heavily armed Chinese troops at Hot Springs, Ladakh.
Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, Bandi Sanjay Kumar, Heads of
Central Armed Police Forces, Central Police Organisations also paid homage
to the martyrs by laying wreaths. A joint parade of Central Armed Police



Forces and Delhi Police was held.

NAVY COMMANDER CONFERENCE

The second edition of Indian Navy’'s biannual Commanders
Conference 2025, will begin from tomorrow in New Delhi. Three days
conference assumes greater significance in the backdrop of ‘Operation
Sindoor’ and the Navy’s high tempo of operations and combat
preparedness.

During the Conference, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Cabinet
Secretary will address the Naval Commanders and provide a perspective on
broader national interests and the vision towards Viksit Bharat 2047. The
Chief of Defence Staff and the Chief of the Air Staff will also address the
conference and embedded discussions with senior naval leadership.
Interactions would aim for harnessing synergy in joint planning and
execution of operations and optimising resources for capability
enhancement.

The Navy’s focus on enhancing combat capabilities, interoperability,
and joint Operations with Indian Army, Indian Air Force, and Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) underscores its resolve to deter emerging threats and
showcase maritime prowess in the IOR and Indo-Pacific.

4

The conference serves as a platform for close interaction with
national leadership and bureaucrats, and fine tune Navy’s outlook towards
mitigating multi-dimensional challenges in the current geo-strategic
environment.

JMM-BIHAR ELECTION

The Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) today launched a sharp attack on its
INDIA bloc allies, Congress and RID for failing to clinch a poll pact for the
Bihar Assembly Elections. The party accused them of keeping the party
bewildered over seat-sharing arrangements and forcing it to withdraw from
the contest. As the Bihar polls draw closer, internal tensions have surfaced
within the Grand Alliance, with the JMM announcing its exit from the
alliance just a day after declaring plans to contest six seats independently.
Senior JMM leader Sudivya Kumar in Giridih alleged that the senior partners
had undermined the JMM's position and betrayed the principles of coalition
politics. Party spokesperson Manoj Kumar Pandey said, JMM did not want



to be excluded from the alliance and made every possible effort, but
unfortunately, the party failed in its attempts.

Reacting to the development, Congress leader Rakesh Sinha said the
JMM deserved to get seats for the upcoming polls, but Congress should not
be blamed for it. He said, the Congress has always made sacrifices for the
sake of the alliance and it wants the alliance to be formed with full
strength.



