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BHUPENDRA DP-I 22.10.25
INDIA- FOREST AREA

India has achieved a significant milestone in global environmental
conservation, moving up to the 9th position in terms of total forest area
globally. It was revealed in the Global Forest Resources Assessment 2025,
released by the Food and Agriculture Organization in Bali, Indonesia.
Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav has said that this achievement
marks an improvement from the 10" position in the previous assessment.
Mr Yadav said, this remarkable progress underscores the success of the
government’s policies and programmes, aimed at forest protection,
afforestation, and community-led environmental action. He informed that
India continues to hold the third position in the world in terms of annual
forest area gain, reflecting the nation’s consistent commitment to
environmental protection and sustainable development. Mr Yadav also
highlighted Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s initiative Ek Ped Ma Ke Naam,
which is inspiring citizens across the country to plant trees and contribute
to a greener and cleaner tomorrow.

<><>SHIVANG/1118

SHUKLA :: JAIRAJ MP-I
22.10.2025
BIHAR ELECTIONS MINISTERS
In the Bihar Assembly elections, 16 ministers from the Nitish Kumar
government are contesting in the first phase. Among them, eleven are



from the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and five from the Janata Dal

(United). The first phase of polling will be held on November 6 across 121

assembly constituencies in 18 districts of the state. Our correspondent

reports that the BJP has several prominent figures in the fray in this phase.
(V/C - DHARMENDRA)

Deputy Chief Minister and BJP candidate Samrat Choudhary
is contesting for the first time from the Tarapur assembly
constituency in Munger district. The second Deputy Chief Minister

and BJP candidate Vijay Kumar Sinha is contesting from
Lakhisarai. Health Minister Mangal Pandey is contesting for the

first time from Siwan as a BJP nominee. Road Construction
Minister Nitin Nabin is the BJP candidate from Bankipur in Patna

district while Revenue and Land Reforms Minister Sanjay Saraogi

is contesting from Darbhanga. Panchayati Raj Minister Kedar
Prasad Gupta is contesting from Kurhani in Muzaffarpur district,

while Tourism Minister Raju Kumar Singh is in the fray from

Sahebganj. Sports Minister Surendra Mehta is contesting from
Bachhwara in Beqgusarai, and Urban Development and Housing
Minister is trying his political fortune from Jale assembly seat in

Darbhanga district. Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Minister Sunil Kumar is the BJP candidate from Bihar Sharif in

Nalanda district while Information and Technology Minister
Krishan Kumar Mantoo is contesting from Amonour in Saran
district. Among the Janata Dal (United) candidates, senior party

leader and Water Resources Minister Viiay Kumar Choudhary is

contesting from Sarairanjan in Samastipur district, while
Information and Public Relations Minister Maheshwar Hazari is
contesting from the reserved seat of Kalyanpur. Education
Minister Sunil Kumar is contesting from Bhore in Gopalganj
district_and Prohibition and Registration Minister Ratnesh Sada is
in the fray from Sonbarsha in Saharsa district. The JD(U) has
fielded Social Welfare Minister Madan Sahni from Bahadurpur in
Darbhanga district, and Rural Development Minister Shravan
Kumar from Nalanda.Dharmendra Kumar Rai, Akashvani News,
Patna.

DHARMENDRA KUMAR RAI/PATNA/MAIL/0700



Prime Minister Narendra Modi today thanked US President Donald Trump
for his warm Diwali greetings on a personal phone call. In a social media
post, Mr Modi emphasised the enduring strength of the India and US
partnership. He said, on this festival of lights, may the two great
democracies continue to illuminate the world with hope and stand united
against terrorism in all its forms.
<>L<><>

US President Donald Trump participated in Diwali celebrations at
White House yesterday and extended his warm greetings to the people of
India and Indian-Americans on the occasion. During initial remarks, the US
President praised Prime Minister Narendra Modi, calling him a great person
and a great friend, while highlighting US-India ties in trade and regional
peace.
<><><>

Gujarati community across the world is celebrating New Year today.
In Gujarat, new year, which is popularly known as ‘Bestu Varsh’, is
celebrated on the first day of Kartik month of Hindu calendar Vikram
Samvat. Union Home Minister Amit Shah, Gujarat Governor Acharya
Devvrat and Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel will exchange new year
greetings with the people.
<><><>

Govardhan Puja is being celebrated in different parts of the country
today. In Uttar Pradesh, Govardhan puja is being celebrated with religious
fervour and devotion especially in Mathura and Vrindavan area, where
followers of Lord Krishna have gathered in large numbers

<><><>

The Centre and Ladakh's representatives will resume their talks in
New Delhi today. This will be the first talks after September 24 violence in
Leh. Earlier, the scheduled talks of the High Powered Committee
constituted under the chairmanship of Minister of State for Home
Nityanand Rai was called off due to the September 24 event. On the
invitation of the home ministry, a delegation consisting of 10 key
representatives of Ladakh headed by former MP and Chairman of Apex
Body, Leh, Thupstan Chhewang will represent in the meeting with the
senior officials of the Home ministry.
<><><>

Ministry of Civil Aviation said that the Regional Connectivity Scheme -



Ude Desh Ka Aam Nagrik (UDAN) has facilitated over 1.56 crore
passengers through 3.23 lakh flights in nine years. UDAN scheme was
launched on 21st October 2016 under the National Civil Aviation Policy.
Addressing an event in New Delhi organised to mark the 9th anniversary of
the scheme, Civil Aviation Secretary Samir Kumar Sinha highlighted that
UDAN has been a transformational initiative aimed at making air travel
affordable and accessible to the common citizen. He reaffirmed the
government's commitment to continue the scheme beyond April 2027
through an Expanded UDAN Framework, focusing on connectivity with hilly,
North-Eastern, and aspirational regions, and the development of around
120 new destinations.

N KOREA- BALLISTIC MISSILE

North Korea fired multiple short-range ballistic missiles today, just
days ahead of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit in
South Korea and a planned visit by U.S. President Donald Trump.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said the missiles were launched
from Junghwa in North Hwanghae Province and flew about 350 kilometers.
The timing raises concerns of escalating provocations as Pyongyang seeks
recognition as a nuclear power. Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping
are expected in Seoul for the APEC summit beginning 31st October. South
Korea has increased monitoring and is coordinating with the U.S. and
Japan.

SHUKLA DP-1I 22-10-2025
PM-HM BIRTHDAY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today extended heartfelt greetings to
the Home Minister Amit Shah on his birthday. In a social media post, Mr
Modi said that Mr Shah is widely admired for his dedication to public
service and hardworking nature. The Prime Minister said that the Home
Minister has made commendable efforts to strengthen India's internal
security apparatus and ensure every Indian leads a life of safety and
dignity. Mr Modi prayed for Mr Shah's long and healthy life.

AKSHIT/0925



SHUKLA MP-II 22.10.2025
JD VANCE ISRAEL HAMAS

US Vice President JD Vance, speaking in Israel, warned that Hamas
would be obliterated if it refuses to disarm, but said fighters could be
spared if the group cooperates. He stressed that any decision on foreign
troops in Gaza is for Israel to make, though noted Turkey could play a role.

Addressing the fragile truce, Vance acknowledged the difficulty in
ensuring its success but urged continued efforts. He also responded to
frustration over slow hostage recoveries, citing challenges such as rubble
and unknown locations, and asked for patience.

Vance arrived in Israel on yesterday and is set to meet leaders
including Prime Minister Netanyahu. His visit follows those of US envoy
Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner.

NANDINI/IANS/0837
SHUKLA :: JAIRAJ MP-1
22.10.2025
MATHURA TRAIN ACCIDENT

12 wagons of a goods train derailed on the Agra- Delhi route
yesterday evening affecting the movement of trains. Accident happened
between Vrindawan and Aajhai (&ngrs‘) railway stations in Jaint area of
Mathura. Railway officials said that some trains have been diverted due to
the accident and restoration work of the track is continuing.

SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI/LUCKNOW/MAIL/0751 HRS.

SHUKLA :: JAIRA) MP-1
22.10.2025
PREZ - KERALA VISIT

President Droupadi Murmu will visit Hill Shrine of Sabari Mala in
Kerala today. The President arrived in Thiruvananthapuram last evening.
She was given a warm welcome by Kerala Governor Rajedra Viswanath
Arlerkar, Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, Union Minister George Kurian and
other senior dignitaries. More from our correspondent:

(V/C -SMITHY M PALLURUTHY)



President Droupadi Murmu will arrive at Nilakkal by

helicopter from Thiruvananthapuram and proceed to Pampa, the
base station of the Sabarimala Hill Shrine. The traditional rituals,
including the tying of the Irumudi, will be performed at the
Pampa Ganapathi Temple. Following this, the President will travel
to the Sabarimala temple in a special vehicle. Tight security
arrangements have been put in place at both Sabarimala and the
base camp for the President’s visit. The President is scheduled to
return from Sabarimala in the afternoon after having darshan at
the temple.Smithy M Palluruthy, Akashvani

News, Thiruvananthapuram

SMITHY M PALLURUTHY/THIRUVANANTHAPURAM/MAIL/0704

BHUPENDRA :: MADHVI DP-I 22.10.25
BIHAR POLL PROMISES

In the run-up to the Bihar Assembly elections, both the ruling and
opposition parties are making several promises to woo the voters.
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RID) leader Tejashwi Prasad Yadav made a poll
promise that all Jeevika Didis, the women associated with livelihood self-
help groups and contractual employees will be given permanent
government jobs, if Grand Alliance come to power. The announcement of
was made ahead of releasing the Grand Alliance joint election manifesto.

Addressing a press conference in Patna, Tejashwi Yadav announced
that each Jeevika Didi associated with self-help groups would receive a
monthly salary of 30 thousand rupees along with health insurance and
other benefits.

Meanwhile, senior Congress leader and the party’s election observer
Ashok Gehlot is in Patna today for discussions among Grand Alliance
leaders. It is expected that Mr. Gehlot will hold talks with Tejashwi Prasad
Yadav regarding the strategy for joint election campaigning in the coming
days.

On the other hand, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has asserted
that if the NDA returns to power, the pace of development in the state will
be further accelerated. The BIP state president, Dr. Dilip Jaiswal,
expressed confidence that the people of Bihar will once again give a clear



majority to the NDA in the assembly elections.
<><><>

DHARMENDRA/ PATNA/MAIL/ 1138 HRS
BS EP-11 22.10.2025
ISREAEL-HOSTAGES

Israel has received the bodies of two unidentified Israeli hostages
who had been held by Hamas in Gaza for two years. According to the
Prime Minister office, the coffins were handed over by Hamas to the Red
Cross in Gaza yesterday, which transferred them to the Israeli military and
Shin Bet security agents inside the enclave. From there, they will be
transferred to Israel. The bodies will be taken to the National Center for
Forensic Medicine in Tel Aviv. The Israeli officials said, effort to return
country's hostages will continue and will not cease until the last hostage is
returned.

Israel has estimated that the bodies of 28 hostages have been held
in Gaza. Hamas has so far returned 15 bodies.

<><><>
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