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NIRMALA SITARAMAN
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that the Finance
Ministry is closely monitoring the prices of 54 products to ensure that the
benefits of the revised GST are reaching the consumers. She said, the
Next-Gen GST benefits have been fully passed on across all 54 items. She
was addressing the joint press conference on GST Bachat Utsav in New
Delhi yesterday along with Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw and Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal.
[(null) - 0605 NIRMALA SITARAMAN ON RATE CUT -]

Speaking on this occasion, Information and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said, a record sale has been witnessed in this year's
Navratri festival. He said, there has been a 25 per cent increase in the sale
of electronics in this year Navratri season in comparison to sales recorded
in the previous Navratri festival.

On GST Bachat Utsav, Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal



said, vehicle sales have surged during Navratri season and the electronics
sector has also broken all records. He said, amid such a volatile global
scenario, the pace of country's growth is so strong that even the
International Monetary Fund had to revise its forecast for country's growth
to 6.6 percent.

SWATI MP-I
19.10.2025

JITENDRA-NAFITHROMYCIN
Union Science and Technology Minister Dr Jitendra Singh informed
that India has developed its first indigenously discovered antibiotic
Nafithromycin. Inaugurating a medical workshop in New Delhi yesterday,
Dr Singh said, this antibiotic is effective against resistant respiratory
infections, particularly useful for cancer patients and poorly controlled
diabetics. The Minister further emphasized that the country must develop a
self-sustainable ecosystem to drive its scientific and research growth. He
also highlighted that Al-based hybrid mobile clinics are serving rural and
remote regions, ensuring quality healthcare for all. The Minister added that
the convergence of innovation, collaboration, and compassion will define
the country's journey toward a developed nation. <><><>
CB/AKSHIT/SAMARATH/DRISHTI/0359

JEETENDRA NP-I 18.10.2025
RISHI SUNAK ON INDIAN ECONOMY

Former UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has said that India has become
an economic superpower and its share to global GDP has tripled in last few
decades. Mr Sunak made this remark while speaking at a private News
Channel's event in New Delhi yesterday. Mr Sunak said that because of
India's global power and status, Cricket is going to become an Olympic
sport again in 2028, for the first time in over 100 years. He further said
that India's population of 1.4 billion is becoming economically, culturally
and geopolitically more significant and their desires are getting recognition
around the world.

CHIRAG/NET/0127HRS



SWATI MP-I1
19.10.2025
WOMEN'S CRICKET

In the ICC Women’s ODI Cricket World Cup, India will face England
at the Holkar Stadium in Indore, Madhya Pradesh, today. The match will
begin at 3 PM Indian Standard Time.

Led by Harmanpreet Kaur, the Women in Blue will be aiming to
bounce back after two consecutive defeats. India currently sit fourth on the
points table, just below England, who occupy the third spot.

Meanwhile, rain forced a second consecutive no result for Pakistan,
as their match against New Zealand was abandoned midway at the R.
Premadasa Stadium in Colombo last night. Pakistan were 92 for 5 in 25
overs when heavy rain halted play. The Fatima Sana-led Pakistan side are
yet to win a single match in the tournament and are currently at the
bottom of the standings. <><><>

CB/CHIRAG/NET/0334 HRS

JEETENDRA NP-II 18.10.2025
INDIA-AUSTRALIA

In Cricket, India will take on Australia in a three-match ODI series
starting from tomorrow at the Perth Stadium, in Perth. This series begins a
new chapter for India in 50-over format, as Shubman Gill takes charge as
the new ODI captain, replacing Rohit Sharma. Fans are excited to see the
return of senior stars Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli, who will play their first
ODI since winning the ICC Champions Trophy 2025 in Dubai. India will look
to begin the series with a strong win. On the other hand, Australia has
struggled in the 50-over format this year, including a 2-1 series loss to
South Africa. They also lost to India in the Champions Trophy 2025 semi-
final. The hosts will now aim to bounce back and start the home series on
a positive note.

CRICBUZZ/NET/2248HRS



ARCHERY WORLD CUP

Star Indian archer Jyothi Surekha Vennam scripted history by becoming the
first Indian woman compound archer to win a medal at the Archery World
Cup Final, clinching a bronze medal in Nanjing, China. Jyothi defeated
second seed Ella Gibson of Great Britain 150-145 in the match, shooting a
perfect 15 tens across five ends. The Asian Games champion began her
campaign with a solid 143-140 quarterfinal win over Alexis Ruiz of USA
before narrowly falling 143-145 to world humber one Andrea Becerra of
Mexico in a tightly contested semifinal. However, she bounced back with
clinical precision to secure country's first-ever women’s compound medal at
the season-ending final.
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