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Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said that the Finance Ministry is
closely monitoring the prices of 54 products to ensure that the benefits of
the revised GST are reaching the end consumers. She was addressing the
joint press conference on GST Bachat Utsav in New Delhi yesterday along
with Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw and
Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal.
[S/B - NIRMALA SITARAMAN ON RATE CUT - 27 SECS]

Speaking on this occasion, Information and Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said, record sale has been witnessed in this year's
Navratri festival. On GST Bachat Utsav, Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said, vehicle sales have surged during Navratri season and
the electronics sector has also broken all records.

<><><>

In a landmark scientific breakthrough, Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) has announced that its lunar orbiter Chandrayaan-2
has made the first-ever observation of the effects of the Coronal Mass
Ejections (CMEs) from the Sun on the Moon using its onboard scientific
instrument. ISRO has said that this observation would help understand the
lunar exosphere, the thin atmosphere of the Moon, and the impact of
space weather on its surface.

<><><>

In Uttar Pradesh, the stage is set for the ninth edition of the
annual Deepotsav festival in the holy city of Ayodhya this evening, marking
the divine homecoming of Lord Shri Ram. Grand preparations are
underway to break last year’s record, with over 26 lakh diyas to be lit
across the city.



<><><>
Afghanistan and Pakistan have agreed to an immediate ceasefire

after several days of deadly cross-border fighting. Qatar’s Foreign Ministry
made the announcement yesterday. The agreement was reached between
the two countries during talks in Doha yesterday mediated by Qatar and
Turkiye. In a statement, Qatar’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said, during the
negotiations, both sides agreed to an immediate ceasefire and to hold
follow-up meetings.

<><><>
In the ICC Women’s ODI Cricket World Cup, India will face England at the
Holkar Stadium in Indore, Madhya Pradesh, this afternoon. The match will
begin at 3 PM.

<><><>

SWATI MP-1

19.10.2025
VIASHNAW- INSPECTION

Union Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that the holding
area built at New Delhi Railway Station is significantly improving passenger
experience. Mr. Vaishnaw was inspecting crowd management during
festive rush at the Railway Station last night. The Minister said that the
holding area, which is part of the passenger amenities centre, includes
several ticket counters and toilets, allowing smooth passenger movement
even with around 75 thousand people present. He added that despite the
heavy rush, railway staff are working round the clock to ensure smooth
operations and passenger convenience. Mr. Vaishnaw further informed
that about 12 thousand special trains are being operated across the
country to manage the festive demand.

(VAISHNAW BYTE-
<https://x.com/PTI News/status/1979579467442893184> )

The Minister also visited the mini control room, from where security
monitoring is done with the help of CCTV cameras installed across the
station.

<><><> VISHNU/0732 HRS



SWATI MP-1 19.10.2025
IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued an orange
colour warning for heavy to very heavy rainfall over Kerala, Mahe, and
Lakshadweep over the next two days. According to the weather agency,
heavy rainfall is expected at isolated places over Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry, Karaikal, and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands today. IMD
further added that squally weather with wind speeds reaching up to 55
kilometres per hour is likely to prevail along and off the Kerala and
Karnataka coasts and adjoining sea areas, including Lakshadweep and the
Comorin region.

VISHNU/0609 HRS

SWATI :: AARTI MP-I
19.10.2025

BIHAR-POLLS

In Bihar, the rift among the constituent parties of the Grand Alliance
has widened ahead of the Assembly elections. The Congress has urged RID
leader and Mahagathbandhan Election Coordination Committee chairman
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav to resolve the ongoing deadlock.

Reflecting the ongoing confusion and internal tussle, the Grand
Alliance failed to announce its seat-sharing arrangement even as
nominations closed on Friday for the first phase of the two-phase Assembly
elections in the state. As a result, candidates from the Congress, RID, and
Left parties are contesting against each other in several constituencies
going to polls in the first phase. Polling in this phase will be held on 121
seats across 18 districts on the 6th of November.

The RID’s decision to nominate a candidate against Congress State
President Rajesh Ram in the Kutumba Assembly constituency has further
escalated tensions. Voting in Kutumba seat in Aurangabad district, will take
place in the second phase on 11th of November.

Amid growing discord, the Congress released its second list of five
candidates last night. With this, the party has announced the names of a



total of 53 candidates so far. The RID, meanwhile, has allotted its party
symbol to candidates without officially announcing their names. The
Communist Party of India (CPI) has fielded candidates against Congress
nominees in multiple constituencies, including Rosera, Rajapakar, and Bihar
Sharif.

In Rajgir assembly constituency, the CPI(ML) has given ticket to a
candidate against the Congress nominee. Similarly, in the Bachhwara seat
of Begusarai Congress has fielded a candidate against the CPI's nominee.
The RID has also put its candidates against Congress in Vaishali and
Lalganj constituencies.

Adding to the strain, the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) has declared
it will contest against Grand Alliance candidates on six seats, while the
Indian Inclusive Party (IIP) has filed nhominations from Saharsa and
Jamalpur.

Internal dissent has also surfaced within the Congress, with leaders
such as former MLA Gajanand Shahi and MLA Chatrapati Yadav accusing
the leadership of irregularities in ticket distribution.

Meanwhile, the filing of nominations for the second phase of
elections is underway, with tomorrow being the last date for submissions.
122 assembly constituencies across 20 districts will go to polls in this phase
on 11th of November. <><><>

DHARMENDRA/PATNA/MAIL/0723 HRS

AFZAL DP-1

19.10.2025
RAIJNATH- POLICE COMMEMORATION DAY

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will pay homage to police martyrs on
Police Commemoration Day at the National Police Memorial in New Delhi
on Tuesday. This day marks the sacrifice of ten valiant policemen, who
were ambushed and killed by heavily armed Chinese troops at Hot Springs
in Ladakh on 21st October 1959. Since then, the day has been observed
annually as Police Commemoration Day.

A joint parade of the Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) and Delhi
Police will also be held on the occasion. The Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs, heads of CAPFs and Central Police Organisations (CPOs) and
other dignitaries will pay tribute by laying wreaths at the memorial. In
addition to paying homage, the Defence Minister will address the assembly,



reflecting on the bravery and dedication of police personnel.

As part of the commemorative events, CAPFs and CPOs will organise
various activities at the National Police Memorial from 22nd to 30th of this
month. These include visits by family members of martyrs, police band
displays, motorcycle rallies, Run for Martyrs, blood donation camps, essay
and painting competitions for children, and screenings of video films
highlighting the sacrifice, valour, and service of police personnel.

<><><> PALLAVI/1129 HRS

DAY IND VS AUS

In Men’s Cricket, India were 37 for three in 11.5 overs against Hosts
Australia in the first ODI of three-match series at Perth when reports rain
interrupted the match. Earlier, the Hosts won the toss and opted to bowl.

At the time rain stopped play, Shreyas Iyer was unbeaten on six off
20 balls, joined at the crease by Axar Patel, who was on seven off 11
deliveries. With three key wickets already lost, the Indian side will be
hoping for a strong recovery once play resumes.

Earlier in the day, Australia won the toss and elected to bowl, making
the most of helpful conditions on a lively Perth surface. The match had
already been reduced to 49 overs per side due to a delayed start caused by
rain.

India’s innings got off to a disastrous start. Captain Shubman Gill,
along with star batters Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli, failed to make an
impact as all three were dismissed within the first 10 overs. Rohit managed
just 8 runs, while Kohli departed without scoring, registering a duck. The
collapse resulted in India recording their lowest powerplay score since
2023.



