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DAY-PM NAXALISM

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has stressed that the country will be
completely free from Naxalism and Maoist violence soon. He said, substantial



strides have been made in tackling Maoist terrorism. Mr. Modi said that while
speaking during a World Summit event in New Delhi yesterday. The Prime
Minister said, Maoist terrorism is a great injustice and a grave sin against the
nation's youth. He said that thousands of Naxalites have surrendered over the
past decade, abandoning the path of violence, including 303 in the last 75
hours alone. He said, his government has worked with full sensitivity to
reintegrate misquided youth into the mainstream since 2014. He said, over
125 districts were affected by Maoist violence 11 years ago, which reduced to
just 11 districts. Of these, only three remain highly Naxal-affected. The Prime
Minister said that maoists are now returning to the mainstream of
development and openly acknowledging that they were on the wrong path.
He said, this Diwali, regions freed from Maoist terrorism will celebrate with
renewed joy, lighting lamps of happiness.
<><><>CB/Suparna/Bhupendra/1054

SWATI :: SUSHMAA MP-1 18.10.25
V/C RAIJINATH BRAHMOS-UP
(V/C - SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI)

Lucknow is set to make history in defence production today as
the first batch of BrahMos missiles manufactured at the BrahMos
Aerospace Unit in Sarojini Nagar area will roll out.

The Lucknow BrahMos unit is the first facility in the Uttar
Pradesh Defence Corridor where the entire process, from missile
system manufacturing to final testing, is carried out indigenously.

During the ceremony, the defence minister and chief minister
will inauqurate the Booster Building and witness a demonstration of
the booster docking process. Presentations are also planned on
airframe and avionics systems, Pre-Dispatch Inspection (PDI) in the

Warhead Building, and the BrahMos simulator.
SUSHIL CHANDRA

TIWARI/LUCKNOW/MAIL/0730HRS
BS DP-1 18.10.2025

SRI LANKA-PM

Prime Minister of Sri Lanka Harini Amarasuriya has expressed her
gratitude to Prime Minister Narendra Modi for extending support during Sri
Lanka’s economic crisis in 2022. Speaking at a World Summit in New Delhi
yesterday, the Sri Lankan Prime Minister emphasized the importance of



strengthening India-Sri Lanka relations across various sectors.

She highlighted opportunities for collaboration in updating the 37-year-
old free trade agreement between the two nations, enhancing regional
cooperation, ensuring energy security with a focus on renewable energy. The
Sri Lankan Prime Minister also highlighted that both the countries had a
recent discussions on multi-dimensional corporations reflecting their shared
focus on growth and resilience.

BYTE - https://x.com/ndtv/status/1979176144998998272

<><>SAKLEN/1131HRS
SWATI MP-I1 18.10.2025

MEHUL CHOKSI EXRADITION

A court in Belgium has approved the extradition of fugitive diamond
trader Mehul Choksi to India. Mehul Choksi is wanted in the 13,000 crore
rupees Punjab National Bank (PNB) fraud case. The court in Antwerp
yesterday ruled that Choksi's arrest by Belgian police, based on India's
request, was valid. This marks a major step toward bringing the fugitive
diamond trader back to India to face justice.

Mehul Choksi was arrested on 11th of April by Antwerp police following
a formal extradition request from the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI).
He has remained in custody since then, with multiple bail pleas denied due to
concerns he might flee. During the hearing, Belgian prosecutors supported
India’s case, while Choksi's legal team opposed the move. The court
confirmed that all charges, including cheating, criminal conspiracy, and
corruption, are valid under Belgian law as well. Choksi now has 15 days to
appeal the decision in Belgium’s Supreme Court. If the appeal fails or is not
filed, his return to India will proceed.
<><><>CB/VISHAL/IANS/00350 HRS

SWATI MP-II 18.10.2025

AFGHAN-PAK STRIKES

In Afghanistan, at least ten civilians were killed and a dozen more were
injured last night after Pakistan launched air strike on a border province of
Paktika, breaking a ceasefire that had brought two days of calm to the
border.

The 48-hour truce paused nearly a week of border clashes that killed
dozens of troops and civilians on both sides. A senior Taliban official said,



Pakistan broke the ceasefire and bombed three locations in Paktika province.
The official said, Afghanistan will retaliate. Among the dead include at least
three local cricket players. The killing of the three cricketers prompted
Afghanistan to pull out of a tri-nation series with Pakistan and Sri Lanka
scheduled for next month. Afghanistan's cricket board in a social media post
said the players had traveled to Paktika Province to take part in a friendly
match. Media reports said, Pakistani drones also struck Khandar, a village
in the Afghan province's Argun district.

The countries had reached an initial 48-hour cease-fire on Wednesday,
hours after Pakistan carried out air strikes in Afghanistan and the two sides
exchanged artillery and gunfire along their disputed border.

As the cease-fire neared its end yesterday, Pakistan called for an
extension of the ceasefire until the conclusion of planned talks at Doha in
Qatar aimed at easing tensions and preventing cross-border violence.
However media reports said, it was unclear this would hold in light of the
attacks. Negotiations between the two sides were scheduled to begin today.
<><><>KAUMUDEE/NET/0602
SWATI MP-I1 18.10.2025

PM-DHANTERAS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi extended greetings to the people on the
occasion of Dhanteras today. In a social media post, Mr. Modi prayed for
happiness, prosperity, and good health for everyone on the occasion. He
expressed hope that Lord Dhanvantari bestows his abundant blessings upon
all citizens. <><><>ROHAN/0819 HRS

BS:HC DP-1 18.10.2025
PUNJAB- FIRE

A fire broke out in one of the coaches of the Garib Rath train running
between Amritsar to Saharsa this morning in Punjab. The fire broke out near
Sirhind Railway Station soon after the train left Ludhiana. According to the
officials, railway authorities swung into action and shifted the passengers
immediately to other coaches. The Ministry of Railways said, the fire was
quickly extinguished and no casualties were reported.

<><>RAJESH BALI/VISHNU/1049 HRS

BADMINTON



In Badminton, star Indian Men's Doubles pair of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty advanced to the semi-finals of the Denmark Open. The duo will
take on Japan's Takuro Hoki and Yugo Kobayashi in the semi final today.
<><><>
FOOTBALL

In Football, India qualified for the AFC Under-17 Women's Asian Cup
2026 with a 2-1 win over Uzbekistan in Bishkek yesterday. With this win,
India top Group G with six points from two matches, their first-ever
continental qualification at this age group.



