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REV PM- YOUTH SCHEME

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today unveiled various youth-focused
initiatives worth over 62 thousand crore rupees, giving a decisive push to
education, skilling and entrepreneurship across the country. During the
Kaushal Deekshant Samaroh which is being held at Vigyan Bhawan in New
Delhi, the Prime Minister launched the Pradhan Mantri Skilling and
Employability Transformation through Upgraded ITIs- PM - SETU.

Addressing the gathering after launching the various youth-focused
initiatives, the Prime Minister said, skill plays an important role in nation
building. He said, his government is preparing the Yuva Shakti to lead the
future with a strong focus on skilling and innovation. He highlighted that
India is a country of knowledge and skill and intellectual strength is the
greatest power of the country. He mentioned that ITIs are not only
premier institutions of industrial education but are also the workshops of
an Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

( Byte- Narendra Modi)

The Prime Minister said that the PM-SETU scheme will benefit over
one thousand ITIs across the country as they will be upgraded and
modern machines will be introduced. He emphasised that the PM-SETU will
connect country's youth with the world's skill demands.

( Byte- Narendra Modi)

Recalling the contribution of Bharat Ratna Karpoori Thakur, the Prime



Minister said that he devoted his entire life to social service. Mr Modi said
that the skill university which is being established in his name will serve as
a powerful means to carry forward that vision.

( Byte- Narendra Modi)

The Prime Minister also said that GST Bachat UtsaVv' is currently
underway in the country and it is a time for double bonus for the youth of
Bihar. The Prime Minister also congratulated the youth of Bihar and the
country for the reduction in GST.

On this occasion, Mr Modi also inaugurated one thousand 200
Vocational Skill Labs established in 400 Navodaya Vidyalayas and 200
Eklavya Model Residential Schools across 34 States and Union Territories.
The Prime Minister also launched Bihar’s revamped Mukhyamantri Nishchay
Svyam Sahayata Bhatta Yojana, under which nearly five lakh graduate
youth every year will receive a monthly allowance of one thousand rupees
for two years, along with free skill training. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
also felicitated 46 All India Toppers from Industrial Training Institutes
under the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship at the event.
Union Minister of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship Jayant Singh
also reiterated Mr Modi's vision of making the country a global skill centre.

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar joined the event virtually.
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SITHARAMAN-PUNJI

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman today launched the
nationwide ‘Aapki Punji Aapka Adhikar’ campaign from Gandhinagar,
Gujarat. The campaign aims to facilitate the speedy settlement of
unclaimed financial assets lying across various sectors of the financial
system.

Addressing the gathering, the Finance Minister said, the campaign
will ensure the rightful return of unclaimed deposits to their legitimate
claimants. She urged to spread awareness about the initiative to ensure
access to beneficiaries. Emphasizing the importance of bridging the gap



between financial institutions and claimants, she said, this step is crucial
for the financial empowerment of the people.
(S/B-Nirmala Sitharaman)

Speaking on the occasion, Gujarat’s Finance Minister Kanubhai Desai
described the campaign as a benchmark in citizen-centric governance. He
assured that unclaimed assets lying with various financial institutions in
Gujarat would be settled promptly. The minister also expressed gratitude
to the Central Government for launching several citizen-centric initiatives,
including income tax relief and GST reforms.

Over the next three months, the campaign will cover every district in
the country. It will focus on the easy and speedy resolution of unclaimed
assets held by banks, insurance companies, pension funds, and stock and
mutual fund companies. One lakh 82 thousand crore worth of unclaimed
assets are currently lying with various financial institutions across the
country. During the event, several claimants were awarded certificates
confirming the retrieval of their unclaimed assets.

<>Aparna Khunt/Gandhinagar/MAIL/1335
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FASTag-AMENDMENT

Government has amended National Highways Fee (Determination of
Rates and Collection) Rules, 2008. Under the new rule, vehicles entering a
fee plaza without a valid, functional FASTag will be charged twice the
applicable user fee, if the fee payment is made in cash. Users, who opt to
pay the fee via the Unified Payment Interface (UPI), will be charged only
1.25 times the applicable user fee for that category of the vehicle. The new
rules will come into effect from the 15" of next month. The Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways said that the new amendment aims to
strengthen the fee collection process, enhance transparency in toll
collection and promote ease of commuting for the National Highway users.
The Ministry further added that the revised rules will encourage the
adoption of digital payments, enhance transparency in toll operations, and
improve the overall user experience on National Highways.
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