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SHUKLA MP-1 17.10.2025

REV. BIHAR - NOMINATIONS

The filing of nominations for the first phase of Bihar Assembly elections will end
today. Out of a total of 243 seats, 121 constituencies will go to polls in this phase on
November 6. Districts covered in first phase include Patna, Darbhanga, Muzaffarpur,
Gopalganj, and Bhojpur. The scrutiny of nominations will be held tomorrow and the
last date for withdrawal of candidature is October 20. Our correspondent reports that a
large crowd of candidates is expected today, being the final day for filing nominations
in the first phase.
(V/C - DHARMENDRA)

Most of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and Janata Dal (United) candidates
have already submitted their nomination papers. Today, candidates from the Congress



and Rashtriya Janata Dal (RIJD) are expected to file their nominations in several
constituencies. Due to the delay in the Grand Alliance seat-sharing announcement, the
Congress has released its first list of 48 candidates. Eleven sitting MLAs have been re-
nominated in this list. The party’s state president, Rajesh Ram, will contest from the
Kutumba constituency. Meanwhile, election campaigning has gained momentum. The
Bharatiya Janata Party has released a list of 40 star campaigners, followed by the
Rashtriya Janata Dal, which also made its list public. The RID’s list of star campaigners
includes the party’s national president Lalu Prasad and former Chief Minister Rabri
Devi. Senior BIP leader and Union Minister Amit Shah will address two public meetings
today in Saran district. He will also address an intellectuals’ conference in Patna related
to the Assembly elections. Mr. Shah held a meeting with party leaders late last night to
discuss the election strategy. Dharmendra Kumar Rai, Akashvani News Patna.
DHARMENDRA KUMAR RAI/PATNA/MAIL/0646

SHUKLA MP-1 17.10.2025
RAJNATH - FIGHTER JET

Defence minister Rajnath Singh will unveil the first Tejas LCA MK1A fighter jet
from Hindustan Aeronautics' new Nashik production line today. During the event,
Defence Minister will also inaugurate a second production line for the HTT-40 trainer
aircraft at the same facility. The production will enhance the overall strength and
capability of the IAF. Rajnath Singh will witness the first flight of these fighter jets
today. The production of Tejas fighter jets has been taking place at the already
existing two new facilities in Bengaluru that produce 16 jets yearly. The Nashik line is
the third production facility. The facility was established with an investment of more
than 150 crore rupees, which will add eight more jets on a yearly basis, enhancing
HAL's production capacity to 24 aircraft annually.

The LCA MK1A is a more advanced, multi-role fighter jet designed to replace
Indian Air Force's MiG-21s. The MKI1A is the advanced variant of the Tejas, which
features significant improvements, including improved combat avionics and air-to-air
refuelling capabilities. The aircraft is a 4.5-generation multi-role fighter jet which is
capable of air defence, ground attack, and maritime strike missions. It is made of over
64 per cent indigenous content. The Tejas Mk1A features an advanced mix of weapons
and payloads tailored for diverse mission profiles, including air superiority, ground
strikes, and reconnaissance.

AGENCIES/NET/BHAVANA GOKHALE/MUMBAI /MAIL/0702

SHUKLA MP-I 17.10.2025
IMD WEATHER

India Meteorolgical Department (IMD) has forecast heavy to very heavy rainfall
with thunderstorms, gusty winds and lightning over Kerala, Mahe, Tamil Nadu,
Puducherry and Karaikal over the next two days. The Met Department also predicted
heavy rainfall over Lakshadweep, Andhra Pradesh, Coastal Karnataka and South



Interior Karnataka today. The IMD said, squally weather with wind speed gusting to 55
kmph is likely to prevail along and off Kerala, Karnataka coasts and adjoining sea
areas, Lakshadweep, Comorin areas, along and off Tamilnadu and adjoining south
Andhra Pradesh coasts.

<><>BHANU/0644

SHUKLA :: JAIRA] MP-1 17.10.2025
REV. GUJARAT CABINET

Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel will reshuffle his Cabinet today. The
swearing-in ceremony is scheduled to take place at Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar.
Governor Acharya Devvrat will administer the oath of office and secrecy to the
ministers. All 16 Gujarat ministers submitted their resignations to the chief minister
yesterday ahead of the cabinet reshuffle. We have a report from our correspondent:
(V/C-APARNA)

This major cabinet reshuffle is taking place nearly three years into the current
term and just months ahead of the crucial local body elections, including the municipal
corporation and panchayat polls. The outgoing council consisted of only sixteen
ministers, so there is a substantial scope to expand the cabinet toward its
constitutional limit of twenty-seven. Reports indicate that a large number of current
ministers will be dropped, with a clear focus on inducting new faces, specifically a mix
of younger leaders and women representatives. The new council of ministers is
scheduled to take the oath of office at 11:30 AM this morning at the Mahatma Mandir
in Gandhinagar. top BJP leaders, including the party’s National President ]J.P. Nadda,
have already arrived in Gandhinagar ahead of the oath-taking ceremony."Aparna
Khunt, Akashvani News, Ahmedabad.

APARNA KHUNT/AHMEDABAD/MAIL/0735

BS. DP-1. 17/10/2025
BJP - RAJASTHAN LIST

BJP today announced its candidate for the upcoming Assembly Bypoll in
Rajasthan. The party has fielded Morpal Suman from Anta Assembly Constituency in
the State. The name of the candidate was finalised by the BJP Central Election
Committee.
<><>Anand/1139

SHUKLA MP-1 17.10.2025
NSA BISHKEK MEET

National Security Advisor Ajit Doval met with the Secretary of the Security
Council of Uzbekistan, Viktor Makhmudov in Bishkek. The Indian Embassy in the
Kyrgyz Republic informed that both sides reviewed bilateral cooperation in the fields of
security and intelligence cooperation, and also exchanged views on the security



situation in Afghanistan. The Embassy added that they also discussed enhancing
cooperation in defence and connectivity issues. Mr Doval also met with the Secretary
of the Security Council of Kazakhstan, Gizat Daurenbekovich Nurdauletov. The Indian
Embassy in the Kyrgyz Republic informed that both sides reviewed bilateral
cooperation in the security sphere. They also discussed measures to address common
challenges of terrorism, radicalisation, drug trafficking and extremism. The Embassy
added that Mr Doval and Mr Daurbekov also exchanged views on regional challenges
and agreed to continue close coordination within multilateral security frameworks.
BHANU/0700

BS DP-I 17.10.2025
SCINDIA - NE REGION

Union Minister of Development of North Eastern Region Jyotiraditya Scindia has
said that the Northeast has become the growth engine of the country. Addressing the
media on one year achievement of his Ministry in New Delhi today, Mr. Scindia said
that over the past 11 years, the government has worked to showcase North East
region’s potential on the global stage. He said, the number of Airports in North East
has increased to 17 from just nine airports in the last eleven years. Mr Scindia also
highlighted that the National Highways in North East states have increased from ten
thousand kilometres to 16 thousand kilometres.

(Byte - Jyotiraditya Scindia)

The Minister highlighted that several initiatives were taken to unlock investment
and growth potential of the North East region. Mr Scindia said that four lakh 48
thousand crore rupees investment commitment secured during the rising North East
summit held in May this year. He said that under the Ashtalakshmi Darshan program,
launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, three thousand 200 students from across
the country will visit the North East for cultural immersion.

<><>DIPENDRA/1130

BS DP-II 17.10.2025
WOMENS CRICKET WORLD CUP

In cricket, Sri Lanka and South Africa women teams will clash today in the ICC
Women’s World Cup match in Colombo, Sri Lanka. The match will start at 3 PM.
According to the weather reports, light rains might interrupt play or affect the pitch
conditions at the Premadasa stadium, making it slightly tricky for batters later in the
game. Meanwhile, Australia have booked their place in the semi-finals with a
commanding 10-wicket win over Bangladesh in Visakhapatnam last night. Chasing 199
after Bangladesh had won the toss and decided to bat first, Alyssa Healy and Phoebe
Litchfield made the task look easy, reaching the target in under 25 overs. The victory
took Australia to the top of the World Cup table with nine points from five matches.
India with four points and sitting second in Group A will play an undefeated Australia



on Sunday in a crunch match.
AFZAL/NET/1136

BS DP-II 17.10.2025
NAXALITES-SURRENDER

A total of 208 Naxalites laid down their arms today in Chhattisgarh. According to
the officials, most of Abujhmad has been freed from naxal influence, bringing an end
to the decades-long red terror in north Bastar region. According to the officials, the
surrendered group includes 110 women and 98 men, representing various ranks of the
outlawed CPI (Maoist) organisation. The maoists surrendered 153 weapons, including
19 AK-47 rifles, and 17 SLR rifles.

Bhupendra/Ani/1151



