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GAURAV EP-1
04.09.2025

GADKARI - ROAD SAFETY

Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has said that
educating students in regional languages on road safety is a key step
towards nurturing responsible citizens. Addressing the 7th edition of FICCI
Road Safety Awards and Symposium 2025 in New Delhi, Mr Gadkari said,
his Ministry is collaborating with Education Ministry to integrate road safety
lessons into school and college curriculum across all regional languages. He
emphasized the importance of collective responsibility and active public
participation to bring down the number of road accidents. The Minister
pointed out that 66 per cent of road accident fatalities in the country
involve individuals aged 18 to 45 years. He said, government has
implemented sleep and fatigue detection devices to prevent accidents

caused by driver fatigue and drowsiness.



(Byte - Nitin Gadkari)
https://x.com/airnewsalerts/status/1963546474706554998
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NITI AAYOG - PULSES

NITI Aayog CEO BVR Subrahmanyam today said Government's aim is
to make India the food basket of the world. Launching a report in NITI
Aayog this afternoon, Mr Subrahmanyam said all steps are being taken to
reduce country's import dependency of pulses. According to the report
titled Strategy and Pathways for Accelerating Growth in Pulses towards the
Goal of Atmanirbharta, production of pulses has marked an increase of
over 59 per cent since 2015-16. This has been attributed to the
government's farmers centric initiative. The report also revealed that the
import dependency of Pulses has also reduced from 29 per cent in 2015-16
to around ten per cent in 2022-23. The report extensively focuses on the
high production/yield of pulses to meet the needs of the nation as well as
to export to other nations. Currently, the top three states are Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra and Rajasthan contributing around 59 per cent of

the total area and production of pulses. In the last ten years the



government has introduced schemes and initiatives for farmers such as
establishment of Buffer stock, increased Minimum Support Price, MSP,
revitalization of National Food Security Mission (NFSM)-Pulses. This has
significantly accelerated pulse production in the country. According to the
NITI Aayog report, the MSP for major pulse crops including pigeon pea,
chickpea, green gram, black gram, and lentils has been increased. The
pulses cover over twenty one percent of the total food grain area and

contribute over eight percent to food grain production.

<><>Arzoo/Ishani/Suparna/1753 hrs
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04.09.2025
SHIVRAJ-PUNJAB VISIT

Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister, Shivraj Singh
Chouhan visited flood-hit areas in Punjab’s Amritsar and Gurdaspur districts
and interacted with flood affected people, including farmers.

Union Minister of State for Railways and Food Processing Industry,
Ravneet Singh Bittu was also with him.

Speaking to the media in Amritsar, the Agriculture Minister said
Punjabis have always been at the forefront when it comes to serving the
country and humanity. However, he said that today, Punjab is facing a

difficult time due to floods and several villages have been impacted, fields



are inundated and normal life has been disrupted.

He said he has been sent by the Prime Minister to take stock of the
situation and assured that the Centre fully stands with the people of Punjab
in this hour of crisis.

He stated that two central teams, comprising various departments
including agriculture, rural development, roads, finance, and energy sector
have reached Punjab to assess the situation arising out of floods and will
submit a report to the Centre.

Earlier, Punjab Governor, Gulab Chand Kataria submitted a detailed
flood report for five Punjab districts - Amritsar, Pathankot, Gurdaspur, Tarn
Taran and Ferozepur, to the Agriculture Minister and briefed him about the
prevailing flood situation.

<><><><>
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04.09.2025

MEA SINGAPORE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held wide ranging and productive talks

with his Singapore counterpart Lawrence Wong in New Delhi today. Five



MoUs were concluded in important fields including cooperation on a green
and digital shipping corridor, promoting collaboration in the space sector,
cooperation in training and R&D in the field of civil aviation, and
cooperation in digital asset innovation.

Briefing media this afternoon, Secretary (East), External Affairs
Minirty, P Kumaran said the two leaders adopted a Roadmap for
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. He said the Roadmap reflects the
depth of bilateral cooperation and provides direction and momentum to it.
This Roadmap will faciliatte bilateral engagements across eight priority
areas. These include economic cooperation, skills development, digitisation,
sustainability, connectivity, healthcare and medicine, defence and security
cooperation, and people-to-people and cultural exchanges.

(S/B P KUMARAN
https://x.com/ANI/status/1963555742595596447 )
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ISRAEL-LEBANON

At least five people were killed in a series of Israeli airstrikes



targeting areas in southern Lebanon, local authorities and security sources
reported today. The strikes, which occurred in the early hours, hit multiple
locations in the region, escalating tensions in an already volatile area.

According to Lebanon's Ministry of Health, the casualties included
civilians, though specific details about the victims' identities have not been
released. The airstrikes reportedly caused significant damage to
infrastructure, with residential buildings and roads among the areas
affected.

Security sources indicated that the Israeli military was targeting
suspected militant positions, though no official statement from Israel has
confirmed the precise objectives of the operation. The strikes come amid
ongoing cross-border tensions between Israel and armed groups in
southern Lebanon.

A ceasefire was reached in November 2024, but Israeli forces have
conducted near-daily attacks in southern Lebanon, claiming to target
activities of the Hezbollah group.

<><><><>
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04.09.2025
PM-WONG-INAUGURATION

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of Singapore
Lawrence Wong today virtually inaugurated the JN Port PSA Mumbai
Terminal (BMCT) Phase - II. While Union Ports, Shipping and Waterways
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal joined the inauguration online, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis and Union Minister of State for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways Shantanu Thakur were present for the
inauguration ceremony at Navi Mumbai.

Speaking at the event, Mr. Shantanu Thakur said that with the 4.8
mn TEUs of capacity, the JNPA has now become the largest container
terminal in the country. He said that the state of the art cranes and direct
rail link to the dedicated freight corridor and other features make it true
global benchmark.

Chief Minister of Maharashtra Devendra Fadnavis thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of Singapore Lawrence Wong
for making Maharashtra the state with highest port capacity with the
inauguration of the Phase of II of the PSA terminal at JNPA. He added that

after completion of the Wadhwan port, Maharashtra would have one of the



ten biggest ports of the world.
<><><><>
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AFGHAN QUAKE DEATHTOLL

The death toll from the powerful earthquake that struck Afghanistan's
Kunar province has risen to 1,457. Quoting Taliban officials, local media
reported that more than 6,700 homes have been destroyed in Kunar and
neighbouring Nangarhar due to earthquake. It said, international aid
agencies are struggling to reach people in remote areas. International
organisations, including the Red Cross and the World Health Organisation,
along with aid shipments from India, Japan and Iran are working to
support local operations. Survivors have been facing shortages of water,
food and medical care. The difficult mountainous terrain and widespread
damage has further made it hard to reach people who are most in need.

The 6 magnitude earthquake struck the eastern part of Afghanistan
at 11.47 pm local time on August 31, at a depth of eight kilometres.
Afghanistan is especially vulnerable to earthquakes as it sits on top of
several fault lines where the Indian and Eurasian plates meet.

<><>PARAS/IANS/1632 HRS



