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PM-VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be visiting Arunachal Pradesh and
Tripura tomorrow. During the visit, Mr Modi will inaugurate multiple
development projects worth over five thousand one hundred crore rupees.
In Arunachal Pradesh, he will lay the foundation stone of two major
hydropower projects worth over three thousand 700 crore rupees. It
includes the Heo Hydroelectric Project of 240 MW and the Tato-I
Hydroelectric Project of 186 MW in the Siyom sub-basin of Arunachal
Pradesh. Mr Modi will also lay the foundation stone of a state-of-the-art
convention center at Tawang. Located at over 9 thousand 8 hundred 20
feet in the frontier district of Tawang, the center will serve as a landmark
facility to host national and international conferences, cultural festivals, and
exhibitions. The prime minister will also launch multiple key infrastructure
projects worth over 1 thousand 2 hundred 90 crore rupees, catering to
various sectors, including connectivity, health, fire safety, and working
women's hostels, among others. On the occasion, Mr Modi will also address
a public function in Itanagar and interact with local taxpayers, traders, and
industry representatives to discuss the impact of the recent GST rate
rationalisation.

In Tripura, the prime minister will inaugurate the development work
of the Mata Tripura Sundari Temple Complex at Matabari under the
Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Heritage Augmentation Drive
scheme. The project, given the shape of tortoise view from above, includes
modifications in the temple premises, new pathways, renovated entrances
and fencing, drainage system, a new three-story complex consisting of
stalls, a meditation hall, guest accommodations, and office rooms, among
others.
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REV US-H1B VISA CLARIFICATION

The White House has issued a major clarification regarding United
States' new H-1B visa policy that caused confusion and panic in the tech
industry, saying that a one hundred thousand dollar fee will be a “one-
time” payment imposed only on new applicants. White House Press
Secretary Karoline Leavitt issued a clarification yesterday hours before the
new policy is set to come into effect today. In a social media post, Ms
Leavitt said, those who already hold H-1B visas and are currently outside of
the country right now will not be charged one hundred thousand dollar fee
to re-enter. She said, it will also not affect renewals or current visa holders.
Furthermore, the proclamation will also not impact the ability of any visa
holder to travel to and from the United States. The new visa proclamation
will not impact the current lottery. The Press Secretary stated that this new
mandate will be first applied in the next upcoming lottery cycle.

Separately on social media platform,'X’, the official Rapid Response
page for the Donald Trump administration debunked fake news and claims
around new visa fee hike policy and reiterated similar clarification.
Following multiple clarifications from the White House and officials, the US
Citizenship and Immigration Services agency has also issued a clarification.
Taking to X, it stated that the H1-B visa fee mandate will be applicable to
new applicants.

On Friday, US President Donald Trump signed a proclamation, raising
the fees for companies to sponsor an H-1B visa to one hundred thousand
dollar. This move comes as part of the Trump administration's crackdown
on immigration as well as creating jobs for American workers. India was
the largest beneficiary of H-1B visas last year, accounting for 71 per cent
of approved applications whereas China was second at 11.7 per cent.
<><><>
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NAMO YUVA RUN



Union Minister of State for Jal Shakti Raj Bhushan Choudhary and BIP
MP Manoj Tiwari flagged off the Namo Yuva Run in New Delhi today. The
event witnessed participation from thousands of young people across the
national capital. Organised by the Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha as part of
the ongoing Seva Pakhwada, the marathon aimed to harness the strength,
energy, and determination of the nation’s youth in the collective mission of
building a drug-free India.
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REV RAJNATH-MOROCCO

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will embark on an official visit to
Morocco today. This will mark the first-ever visit of a Raksha Mantri to the
North African nation, highlighting the growing strategic convergence
between India and Morocco. In a social media post, Mr Singh said, during
the visit, Mr Singh will hold a bilateral meeting with his Moroccan
counterpart, Abdeltif Loudiyi to strengthen defence, strategic, and industry
cooperation. He will also attend the inauguration of Tata Advanced
Systems Maroc’s new manufacturing facility for the Wheeled Armoured
Platform at Berrechid. This facility is the first-ever Indian defence
manufacturing plant in Africa, which marks an important milestone that
reflects the growing global footprint of India’s defence industry under the
Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative. Mr Singh will call on Morocco’s Minister of
Industry and Trade, Ryad Mezzour, to explore avenues for industrial
collaboration. The minister is also scheduled to interact with the vibrant
Indian community in Rabat during his visit.

Both sides are also expected to sign a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on Cooperation in the field of Defence. The MoU will
provide an institutional framework to expand and deepen bilateral defence
engagement, including exchanges, training, and industrial linkages.
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ISRAEL-GAZA

Israel's military kept up its assault on Gaza City and the wider Gaza
Strip yesterday, dismantling underground shafts and booby-trapped
structures in attacks that killed at least 60 Palestinians. The assault came
as 10 countries, including Australia, Belgium, Britain and Canada, are
scheduled to formally recognise an independent Palestinian state
tomorrow, ahead of the annual leaders gathering at the UN General
Assembly.

Israel's intensified military demolition campaign targeting high-rise
buildings in Gaza City alongside a ground assault. The military estimates it
has demolished up to 20 Gaza City tower blocks over the past two weeks.
According to Israeli media, more than five hundred thousand people have
left the city since the start of September.
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DAY CRICKET

In the Asia Cup T20 Cricket, India will face Pakistan in the second Super Four
clash in Dubai today. The match is scheduled to begin at 8 PM IST. This
will be the second meeting between the two sides in the tournament. India
secured a convincing seven-wicket victory over Pakistan in their group-
stage encounter last week. In Badminton, Indian pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty will face top seeds World Champions Kim
Won Ho and Seo Seung Jae of South Korea in Men's Doubles final of China
Masters at Shenzhen today.

Piyush Goyal - US VISIT

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal will lead a delegation
to the the United States tomorrow to accelerate talks on trade deal. The
Ministry, in a statement, said, the delegation plans to take forward the
discussions with a view to achieving an early conclusion of a mutually
beneficial Trade Agreement.
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MAHALAYA-PM HM WISHES

The festival of Mahalaya is being observed in different parts of the
country today. Mahalaya marks the end of Pitru Paksha Shradh and the
beginning of Durga Puja festivities. Mahalaya is considered to be the day
Goddess Durga defeated the demon Mahishasura. On this day, Bengalis
traditionally wake up in the morning to listen to Mahishasura Mardini, an
audio montage of Chandipath recitation from the scriptural verses of Sri Sri
Chandi. Then they proceed to make food and water offerings to their
ancestors.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah
have extended their greetings on the occasion of Shubho Mahalaya. In his
message, Mr Modi expressed hope that as the sacred days of Durga Puja
approach, people’s lives would be filled with light and purpose. He further
wished that the divine blessings of Maa Durga bring strength, joy, and
good health to all.

In his message, Mr Shah wished that the unbound affection of Maa
Durga shower all the divine blessings of joy, strength, prosperity, and good
health on every home. <><><>
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US CHAMBER-H1B VISA

The US Chamber of Commerce has raised concerns after President
Donald Trump increased the application fee for H-1B visas to hundered
thousand dollars. The department in a statement said, they are concerned
about the impact of new H1B visa rules on employees, their families, and
employers. It said, they are working with the Administration and its
members to understand the full implications and the best path forward.
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