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MK MP-1 18.09.2025
PM-MP SWADESHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has emphasised that the festive season



is also a time to reaffirm the mantra of Swadeshi. After laying the
foundation stone and inaugurating development works at Dhar in Madhya
Pradesh yesterday, Mr Modi urged citizens to ensure that whatever they
buy or sell is made in India. Recalling Mahatma Gandhi’s use of Swadeshi
as a tool for independence, he said that it must now become the
foundation of a developed India.

The Prime Minister explained that this will be possible only when people
take pride in Swadeshi products. He encouraged citizens to choose Indian-
made goods—whether small items, toys for children, Diwali idols, home
décor, or larger purchases like mobiles, TVs, and refrigerators. He stressed
the importance of checking whether a product is made in India, as buying
Swadeshi keeps money within the country, prevents capital outflow, and
contributes directly to national development.

Mr Modi highlighted that when essential goods are manufactured
domestically, they generate employment for fellow citizens. With reduced
GST rates coming into effect from 22nd September, coinciding with the
start of Navratri, he urged everyone to purchase Swadeshi products and
benefit from the revised rates.

<><><>mk/PIB/0632hrs

RAJNATH SINGH MANTHAN 2025

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will inaugurate the two-day national
conference, MANTHAN 2025, in New Delhi today. The conference is being
organised by the Directorate General of Defence Estates on the central
theme of the Strategic Roadmap to Viksit Bharat @2047. It will focus on
the evolving role of the Defence Estates Department in re-imagining
defence land management, leveraging advanced digital tools and
technologies and strengthening governance frameworks and sustainability.
The meet will feature a series of insightful sessions and lectures by senior
government officials and domain experts on topics crucial to the future of
land management in the defence sector.

PM MP VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the nationwide Swasth Nari,
Sashakt Parivar Abhiyaan, and the 8th Rashtriya Poshan Maah campaign
from Dhar in Madhya Pradesh yesterday. The Prime Minister laid the



foundation stone for the country's largest Pradhan Mantri Mega Integrated
Textile Region and Apparel (PM MITRA) Park in the village of Bhensola in
the district. He also transferred financial assistance to over 15 lakh women
under the Matru Vandana Yojana. Addressing people on the occasion, the
Prime Minister said, Swasth Nari, Sashakt Parivar Abhiyaan is dedicated to
mothers and sisters, and it is for their bright future. He said, the
government's aim is that not a single woman should fall prey to illness due
to lack of information or resources.
[S/B-PM-WOMEN HEALTH - ]

FIN MINISTER - GST REFORMS

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that the new GST
reforms will save the public around rupees two lakh crore by reducing
taxes. Addressing the Outreach Programme on Next-Gen GST Reforms held
in Visakhapatnam, today, the Union Minister detailed how the new two-slab
tax system of 5% and 18%, reduce the burden on people over their daily
essentials and aspirational goods benefiting the poor and middle class to a
great extent. She further highlighted that the reforms will boost farmers’
incomes, as well, by lowering taxes on agricultural related goods promoting
farm modernisation. The Union Minister said, MSME and job-creating
sectors will also benefit through reduced costs, providing enhanced
opportunities. Sitharaman added that the GST reforms will enhance the
purchasing power and contribute to the savings of common man across the
country. Emphasising on the changes brought in she said, it reinforces
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision and dream of achieving Viksit Bharat
and Atma Nirbhar Bharat. Effective from September 22, 2025, the GST
reforms simplify the tax structure and support economic growth. The
Finance Minister expressed confidence that the historic tax overhaul will
empower every citizen and strengthen India’s economy. The event in
Visakhapatnam focused on creating awareness and interaction around
these landmark reforms.

MK MP-1 18.09.2025

NAIDU-YATRI SEWA DIWAS



Union Minister of Civil Aviation, K. Rammohan Naidu launched the
initiative Yatri Sewa Diwas at airports across the country.

In a statement, the Civil Aviation Ministry said, the Yatri Sewa Diwas
campaign underscores the government’s continuous efforts to provide the
best travel experience and world-class services to all passengers. It added
that the occasion was marked by free medical check-ups and health
awareness campaigns at airports, as part of the Swastha Nari, Sashakt
Parivar Abhiyan.

Speaking at the launch event at Hindon Airport in Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh, Mr. Naidu emphasised that this initiative is both a celebration of
the ministry’s growth and a reaffirmation of its commitment to making
every journey seamless and dignified.

He noted that the aviation sector sees every passenger as a priority
and every journey as an opportunity to serve with dedication. Highlighting
the unprecedented growth of the aviation sector, Mr. Naidu stated that,
under the Regional Connectivity Scheme (UDAN), air travel in the country
has become more available, accessible, and affordable. He also mentioned
that very soon, all airports across the country will be Wi-Fi enabled.

<><>CB/ARZOO/SAKLEN/0445HRS

MK MP-1 18.09.2025
GST REFORMS - TEXTILE

On this Independence Day, from the ramparts of the Red Fort, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had announced the next generation of GST
reforms. His vision was realized on the 3rd of this month, when the GST
Council reduced tax rates in many sectors to ease the lives of citizens.
Today, we take a look at the Textile Sector.

[V/C- ENG-ROHAN=HIN- SAKLEN-GNR MAIL]

The big tax cut on the textile industry under the next
generation reforms has eased the financial burden on the
common _man. The GST rates on Man-Made Fibres has been

brought down to 5 percent from previously taxed 18 percent.
While the GST on Man made yarns has been slashed from 12

percent to 5 percent. This rationalisation in the textiles sector is




expected to reduce cost boost demand and support exports.
Meanwhile, the GST on readymade garments that costs upto 2
thousand 500 Rupees per piece has also been reduced to 5
percent making fashion affordable and boosting demand. Talking
to Media, a textile trader, Sushil Garodia has welcomed the move
and said that this step will boost the textile sector as well as the
nation’s economy.

(BYTE https://x.com/ians_india/status/1963571975693242411)

The tax cut will make Indian garments affordable for middle
class _and lower income households. This will further revive
demand, enhance export competitiveness in global markets and

support India’s ambition to become a global textile hub. With
Saklen, Rohan for Akashvani News, Delhi.

<><>ROHAN/NITIKA/SAKLEN/2151

EC - EVM BALLOT PAPER

The Election Commission has revised the existing guidelines under
the conduct of elections rules, for the design and printing of EVM Ballot
Papers to enhance their clarity and readability. The initiative is in line with
the 28 initiatives taken by the commission in the past six months to
streamline and improve election processes and enhance convenience for
voters. As per the guidlines, the photographs of candidates will be printed
in colour on the EVM Ballot Paper and the candidate’s face will occupy
three-fourths of the photo space for better visibility. To ensure uniformity,
the names of all candidates and NOTA will be printed in the same font type
for easy readability. The Commission informed that the upgraded EVM
Ballot Papers will be used in the upcoming elections, starting with Bihar.
The Election Commission has written a letter to the Chief Electoral Officers
of all States and Union territories in this regard. The commision instructed
that the names of not more than fifteen candidates shall be arranged on
one sheet of a ballot paper and NOTA option will come after the last name
of the panel.

ASIA T 20 CUP CRICKET
In Asia T 20 Cup cricket, Afghanistan will take on Sri Lanka in a



crucial Group B match in Abu Dhabi, UAE today. The match will begin at 8
PM Indian Time. Afghanistan absolutely have to win in order to make at
the Super Four. Yesterday, Pakistan defeated hosts United Arab Emirates
by 41 runs in their Group A match. Put into bat first, Pakistan posted 146
for 9 in their 20 overs, with the help of Fakhar Zaman's fifty. For the UAE,
Junaid Siddique picked up four wickets.The match began after a one-hour
rain delay.With this win, Pakistan advance to the Super Four stage
alongside India, while the UAE exit the tournament.



