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EARLY PM GUJARAT VISIT: Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated and
laid the foundation stone of multiple development projects worth over 34,200
crore rupees at 'Samudra se Samriddhi' event in Bhavnagar. The Projects include
major maritime projects worth over 7,800 crore rupees. Prime Minister also
virtually dedicated 21 MoUs worth 66,000 crores rupees of Ministry of Port and
shipping. Addressing on the occasion, the Minister of Ports, Shipping and
waterways, Sarbanand Sonowal said, maritime sector in India has witnessed
unprecedented transformation during the last 11 vyears with port led
development. He said the port capacity was doubled and record cargo handling
and waterways development was witnessed in the country. Earlier, upon arriving
in Bhavnagar, the Prime Minister held a massive roadshow from the airport to
Jawahar Ground, receiving a warm welcome from the people.

RAJNATH-MOROCCO VISIT

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will undertake a two-day official visit
to Morocco from Monday. This will mark the first-ever visit of a Raksha
Mantri to the North African nation, underscoring the growing strategic
convergence between India and Morocco.

During the visit, the Minister will attend the inauguration of Tata
Advanced Systems Maroc’s new manufacturing facility for the Wheeled
Armoured Platform at Berrechid. This facility is the first-ever Indian
defence manufacturing plant in Africa, which marks an important milestone
that reflects the growing global footprint of India’s defence industry under



the Aatmanirbhar Bharat initiative. Mr Singh will hold a bilateral meeting
with his Moroccan counterpart, Abdeltif Loudiyi to strengthen defence,
strategic and industry cooperation. He will call on Morocco’s Minister of
Industry and Trade Ryad Mezzour, to explore avenues for industrial
collaboration. The Minister is also scheduled to interact with the vibrant
Indian community in Rabat during his visit.

Both sides are also expected to sign a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on Cooperation in the field of Defence. The MoU will
provide an institutional framework to expand and deepen bilateral defence
engagement, including exchanges, training, and industrial linkages.

MUMBAI RBI GOVERNOR

RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra has underlined the larger goal of
internationalising the rupee. He was addressing the 25th anniversary event
of the Clearing Corporation of India in Mumbai yesterday.

He suggested that CCIL should work towards building infrastructure
to enable trading and settlement in currency pairs beyond the USD and the
domestic currency, and also urged the entity to strengthen its offerings for
retail investors in the areas of foreign exchange and government securities.

Governor observed that India is the only major economy where
government securities and repository transactions are conducted on an
anonymous electronic platform, with trade information disseminated almost
in real time and settlements handled efficiently through a central counter-
party. He pointed out that the country’s trade repository had been created
even before the G20 came out with its recommendations on reporting
over-the-counter derivative trades.

India has said that it expects Saudi Arabia to take into consideration
mutual interests and sensitivities” in the bilateral strategic partnership.
External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal during a press
briefing in New Delhi yesterday was replying to a media query on the
mutual defence agreement signed by Pakistan and Saudi Arabia recently.

On India-US trade talks, Mr Jaiswal said, the two sides have decided
to intensify efforts to achieve early conclusion of a mutually beneficial trade
agreement.



J&K ENCOUNTER

In Jammu and Kashmir an Army soldier was injured in a gunfight
with terrorists in Udhampur district this morning. Based on intelligence-
based alert troops of the White Knight Corps established contact with
terrorists on the Doda-Udhampur border last evening. A police spokesman
said the terrorists were spotted at Seoj Dhar area.

IGP Jammu said in a post on X that the encounter is underway. Joint
teams of SOG, police and Army are involved in the operation. The police
said it's special operations group also joined the Army on the ground. The
Army said an exchange of fire took place between hiding terrorists and the
security forces.

Meanwhile, Army recovered war-like stores during an intelligence-
based joint search operation with J&K Police in Poonch. The recoveries
include 1 AK-series weapon with 4 AK magazines, 20 hand grenades and
other war-like stores.

COASTAL CLEAN UP DAY

The International Coastal Clean-up Day was observed in Puducherry
today. Organised by the Indian Coast Guard at Rock beach near Gandhi
statue, the clean up drive was inaugurated by Lieutenant Governor K.
Kailashnathan.

Legislators Vaidyanathan and Kalyanasundaram, Chief Secretary
Sharat Chauhan, Coast Guard Commander DIG Taseela and senior officials
took part. More than 500 NSS and NCC students and social workers
participated in the cleaning activity.

On the occasion, the Coast Guard conducted adventure
demonstrations with helicopters and boats in the sea.

DAY BIHAR PRESIDENT: President Droupadi Murmu reached pilgrimage city
Gaya Ji in Bihar this morning. She will offer pind daan , a ritual offering for
ancestors at the Vishnupad Temple during the ongoing Pitru Paksha Mela. A
large number of devotees from India and abroad are arriving Gaya Ji to perform
pind daan and tarpan in memory of their ancestors and departed souls. The
President arrived at Gaya Airport by a special aircraft this morning. On arrival
Governor Arif Mohammad Khan, Union Minister Jitan Ram Manjhi, Cooperative



Minister Dr. Prem Kumar welcomed the President at the airport. In view of the
President 's visit, elaborate security arrangements have been made in Gaya Ji.

MANIPUR-JAWANS KILLED

In Manipur, at least two Assam Rifles personnel, including a Naib-
Subedar, were killed and at least five others injured when a group of
unidentified armed cadres attacked a vehicle of the paramilitary force in
Bishnupur district this evening. A police official in Imphal said that the
incident took place along the Imphal-Dimapur National Highway (NH-2) in
Bishnupur district's Nambol Sabal Leikai area. A defence spokesman said
that a column of troops of 33 Assam Rifles was moving from its Patsoi
Company Operating Base to Nambol Company Operating Base when it was
ambushed in the general area of Nambol Sabal Leikai by unidentified
terrorists on the highway in the denotified area of Manipur. In the ensuing
action, two personnel of Assam Rifles were killed and five were injured,
and have since been evacuated to the Regional Institute of Medical
Sciences (RIMS) in Imphal, the spokesman said, adding that they are
currently stable. As of now, no group has claimed responsibility for the
attack. Assam Rifles Director General Lt Gen Vikas Lakhera condoled the
death. Massive search operations are ongoing to apprehend the terrorists
involved in the incident, the defence spokesman said. Meanwhile, security
forces have arrested six militants belonging to different banned militant
outfits from three Imphal Valley districts during the past 24 hours.

IRAN-NUCLEAR: Iran's Foreign Minister Seyed Abbas Araghchi has said that
Tehran would not accept any unfair pressure over its nuclear programme,
warning such moves could escalate tensions. He insisted that Iran has
consistently pursued diplomacy and technical cooperation. Araghchi made the
remarks during a phone call with International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
chief Rafael Grossi, media reports said. The call came after the UN Security
Council failed to adopt a resolution that would have extended sanctions relief
under the 2015 nuclear deal. Britain, France, and Germany last month triggered
the deal's snapback mechanism, which allows UN sanctions to be reimposed
within 30 days if Iran is judged in breach of the 2015 nuclear accord, known as
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). Araghchi criticised the political
atmosphere at a recent IAEA board meeting, saying Iran's cooperation with the



watchdog remained within international regulations. Signed by Iran and six world
powers in 2015, the JCPOA has been under strain since the United States

unilaterally withdrew in 2018, prompting Tehran to gradually scale back
compliance.



